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1 
SOCIAL AND CULTURAL GEOGRAPHY – 

MAJOR PERCEPTIONS 

After going through this chapter you will be able to understand the 
following features 

Unit Structure 

1.1.Objectives 

1.2. Introduction 

1.3. Subject Discussion 

1.4. Evolution and development of Social Geography 

1.5. Major Trends and Approaches - Critical Perspective and associated 
theoretical developments 

1.6. Emergence of Cultural Geography as a major branch – traditional and 
new Cultural Geography 

1.7. Human activity and spatial pattern - Production of socio-cultural 
space– factors, forces, and processes - Resultant socio-spatial 
structures - a temporal scale 

1.8. Summary 

1.9. Check your Progress/Exercise 

1.10. Answers to Self-Learning Questions 

1.11. Technical words and their meaning 

1.12. Task 

1.13. References for further study 

1.1  OBJECTIVES 

By the end of this unit, you will be able to - 

 Know about the evolution of social geography and how this branch of 
human geography developed over the years.  
 

 Explain the major trends, approaches, and theories associated with 
social geography.  

 

 Learn about the evolution of cultural geography as a sub-branch of 
human geography.  
 



  

 

Socio-Cultural and 
Political Geography 

2 

 Understand the social and space theories, along with how human 
activity varies across space. 

 

 Perceive the role of socio-cultural space and its resultant socio-cultural 
structures. 

 

1.2  INTRODUCTION 

The chapter will deal with how social geography and cultural geography 
developed individually as sub-branches of human geography. Besides, it 
will focus on the major trends and approaches of social geography to 
critically examine them. We shall also learn culture as a concept to 
understand the branch of cultural geography. This chapter will provide an 
insight into how human activity and its spatial pattern produce socio-
cultural space.  

1.3  SUBJECT DISCUSSION 

Social geography indeed plays a crucial role in human and physical 
geography, reminding us that geographies altogether reflect the influence 
of people and the social organizations within which they live. Thus, social 
geography analyses how space and place shape social phenomena and, in 
turn, how social phenomena influence the construction of places and 
space. To add to that, culture and society are closely interrelated. The 
introduction of the cultural dimension in human geography was significant 
that helped to extend the sphere of human understanding of socio-
economic issues beyond statistical explanations. The people’s culture, i.e. 
way of life, race, social institutions, social values, social processes, social 
meanings, social symbols, identity, religion, struggles, and perception 
varies among cultures and locations. Hence, it constitutes a critical 
component of the human geographical explanation. The consequence of 
the cultural turn is the evolution of Cultural Geography, which has a 
unique tradition, philosophy, process of inquiry, and explanation that 
should not only be sustained but developed to solve human challenges, 
from different cultural positions and locations in a globalizing world.  

1.4. EVOLUTION AND DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIAL 
GEOGRAPHY 

Geography has tended to split into 2 parts – a. Physical Geography i.e. the 
geography of the natural world, and b. Human Geography, i.e. geography 
of the man-made world. The term ‘human geography’, was first used by 
French geographer, CamillieVallaux, in 1932, who defined it as a 
“synthetic study of the relationship between human societies and the 
earth’s surface”. Another French geographer, Vidal De La Blache, 
restricted human geography as the study of the man-environment 
relationship. However, the definition that “human geography” mainly 
deals with mankind in the context of his total geographical milieu, is 
widely accepted. To further analyze this milieu, it has been sub-divided 
into different categories corresponding to various orders of human 
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activities, such as political, economic, social, and cultural. Thus, it can be 
postulated that social geography is the sub-division of human geography 
that deals either with the systematic study of the social dimension in areal 
differentiation or is a branch that deals specifically with the social order.  

The idea which has gained popularity with the geographers is that “Social 
geography” is the branch of human geography that analyzes social 
phenomena in space, which is both tangible and intangible. In other words, 
social geography is concerned with how social identities, social relations, 
and social inequalities are produced, their spatial variation, and the role of 
space in constructing them. The term ‘social phenomena’ might be 
interpreted in a variety of ways as it is still in a developing stage, keeping 
in view the specific context of the societies at different stages of social 
evolution in both the occidental and the oriental worlds. Therefore, the 
term ‘social phenomena’ encompasses the whole framework of human 
interaction with their environment, leading to the articulation of social 
space by diverse human groups in disparate ways. 

Development of Social Geography - Chronicles put forth that works of 
Strabo, Herodotus, and many others provided the first written evidence of 
social differences that then existed in the world. The descriptions 
elaborated that social life takes different forms in different parts of the 
world and that these differences are caused or associated with the physical 
environment. The later phase of these historical precedents emphasized the 
fact that there is a rational order in the world society that can be either 
discovered deductively or inductively. In 1725, GiambattistaVico, an 
Italian philosopher, suggested that the development of humans followed 
an identical series of stages and that the actual variations in the world 
society were due to man’s differential position at any particular time. One 
of the most significant precedents of social geography was the work of Le 
Play in the 19th century. Le Play’s concept of ‘the social-survey 
movement’ along with Ratzel’s “anthropogeography” and Durkheim’s 
“social morphology” served as the three major channels of thought to 
establish social geography.  

During the 20th century, the relationshipbetween society and the 
environment was a subject of great speculation and interest. Vidal de la 
Blache in 1902, emphasized the fact that society cannot be entirely 
described in terms of biological, psychological, or environmental 
interpretations. Rather it was an intricate network of ideas and bonds that 
provided supreme stability and orientation to human life within particular 
geographical milieus.Blache, in his studies of Asia and the Mediterranean, 
demonstrated society as the complex yet balanced interplay between 
human interaction and their physical environment. Variations of this 
concept appear in the literature of other disciplines like sociology, 
anthropology, etc. A disciple of Blache, Jean Brunhes defined social 
geography as the “third level of complexity in human geography’s 
fourfold structure.” Broadly the fourfold structure included – a primary 
group of families, their kin and culture; secondary groupings of livelihood 
and interest; various forms of spatial interaction within and among these 
groups; and finally the legal system which institutionalizes a society’s 
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subdivision, its access to land and property. The French rural society in 
Europe remained the basic framework for social geography among the 
French, British and Dutch schools till World War II. However, early social 
geography studies were regional.  

Before the Second World War, little attempt was made to explain the 
elements of social geography. Pierre George and MaximilienSorre during 
1943-53 were the first great systematizers of social geography. According 
to George, there is a close link between social and economic aspects of 
human behavior. For Sorre, the society represented a system of 
techniques, like the family and kinships systems, livelihoods, languages, 
religions – which influence the spatial organization of mankind.  

Contemporary social geography is referred to as a multifaceted 
perspective on the spatial organization of mankind ranging from areal 
differentiation to social differentiation. Analysis of social dimension in 
human geography involved two basic approaches – the formal distribution 
of social phenomena and the interpretations of these distributions under 
the social processes. Social geography lacks definite boundaries and thus 
can neither have a central unifying concept nor even a content. Instead, 
individuals have put effort to analyze the changing social patterns of the 
modern world through the study of social power, social lives of 
individuals and communities, social environment together with its 
problems and social hazards. Social geography needs to have a unifying 
theme and a conceptual framework, to make a mark as a discrete 
discipline.  

1.5. MAJOR TRENDS AND APPROACHES - CRITICAL 
PERSPECTIVE AND ASSOCIATED 
THEORETICAL DEVELOPMENTS 

Approaches to Social Geography 

Social geography was a thriving area of human geography during the 
1960s and 1970s. The discipline channeled itself through several paths, of 
which each cluster of research and approaches acquired the status of a 
school of thought in its way.  

 Positivist Approach - This approach studies social geography as a 
natural science that seeks to make general statements, model 
geographical phenomena, and discover ‘laws’ that will explain human 
or spatial interactions. The term ‘Positivism’ is used to describe an 
approach to the study of society that relies specifically on scientific 
evidence, such as experiments and statistics, to reveal the true nature 
of how society operates. In other words, ‘Positivism’ is a set of 
philosophical approachesthat seek to apply scientific principles and 
methods, drawn from the natural and hardsciences to social 
phenomena to explain them. The term originated in the 19th century 
when Auguste Comte (1798–1857) coined the term ‘Positivism’. 
Comte argued that, until the 19th century, social science was 
speculative and emotive due to which it lacked rigor and analytical 
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reasoning. He was eager to discover natural laws that applied to 
society along with which he viewed that natural sciences should be 
considered as a necessary step in the development of social science. 
Comte used the term ‘positive’ to prioritize - the exact, the certain, the 
actual, the useful, the organic, and the relative. He posited to 
concentrate on real, observable facts and truths to explain and predict 
human behavior phenomena and their interrelationships. During the 
1950s, positivism was introduced in geography. Before that, 
Geography had very much been a descriptive science. However, many 
argued that geography should be more scientific and should focus on 
finding laws to explain processes. The ‘Quantitative revolution’ 
(1950’s) changedGeography from an ideographic to a nomothetic 
science. Quantitative methods supported these goals of applying 
scientific principles and methods. On one hand, statistical approaches 
focused on description, while on other hand, mathematical approaches 
sought to build detailed models for explaining and predicting future 
trends ofsocial patterns, social processes, and spatial phenomena. 
Thus, social scientists in positivist research are expected to be capable 
of being neutral, objective, and value-free observers. Although the 
approach has been highly criticized, it still emerged as a popular and 
dominant approach to social geography.  

 
 Behavioral Approach – This approach broadly aimed to develop 

mathematical models that would predict people’s spatial behavior. 
Behaviorism emerged in the early 20th century and became a 
significant force in American psychology. It is a theory of learning 
based on the idea that all behaviors are acquired through conditioning, 
while conditioning occurs through interaction with the environment. 
Behaviorists believe that our responses to environmental stimuli shape 
our actions.The behavioral approach insocial geography attempts to 
understand human activity in space, place, andenvironment by 
studying it at the disaggregated level of analysisat the level of the 
person.Behavioral geographers analyze data on the behavior of 
individual people, recognizing thatindividuals vary from each other; 
and how people decide/select among alternative locations, through 
their awareness of alternatives, evaluation, and decision processes. For 
example – a study on children shows that their geographical 
knowledge ofthe world centered on their neighborhoods, towns,and 
countries of residence.  

 
 Humanistic Approach–This approach refers to a wide-ranging body of 

research emphasizing the importance of human experience and 
meaning in understanding people's relationship with places and 
theirgeographical environments.Recognizing that human involvement 
with the geographical world is multidimensional and complex, 
humanistic geographers interpret human emotions, actions, and 
awareness as they both are sustained by geographic phenomena such 
as space, place, home, mobility, landscape, region, nature, and human-
made environments. Humanistic social geographers assert that there is 
no objective geographical world. However, geographies are both 
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perceived and created by individuals’ perceptions, attitudes, and 
feelings. For example - home has been the focus of muchof this 
research as geographers have investigatedwhat it means for different 
social groups to be athome and how over a lifetime, the meaning of 
home changes.David Ley is one of his pioneering studies in 
Philadelphia,compared the meanings attached to a poor African-
American neighborhood by residentsand outsiders, highlighting how 
the positiveviews of residents contrasted with the negativeopinions and 
beliefs of government officials andother people living outside the 
neighborhood. Therefore, the humanistic approach does draw on 
studies about human awareness, human agency, humanconsciousness, 
and human creativity.  

 
 Radical Approach–Radicalism is one of the approaches developed 

during the period of the Critical Revolution in Geography.The origin 
of radical geography can be traced back to the movement which 
started in the 1960s in the USA. There were 3 prominent issues of 
international concern behind the movement - the Vietnam War, the 
civil rights movement of the Blacks, and the pervasive phenomenon of 
poverty and inequality suffered by the residents of urban ghettos and 
deprived rural areas all of which were generating increased social 
unrest and tension. It also developed during the 1970s as a criticism 
of‘quantitative revolution’ and positivism which tried to make 
geography a spatial science, with great emphasis on locational 
analysis. This approach was first propounded by David Harvey in 
1973, but its principal contributors have been Richard Peet (1977) and 
Holt Jenson (1981). It employed Marxian theory to explain the basic 
causes of poverty and social inequality. The radical approach in social 
geography emphasizes power relations, social and political structures 
to explain the social geographical world. The radical social 
geographers have an explicit moral and political commitment to the 
issues they study here. Marxism, Feminism, and Anti-Racism emerged 
as the most influential bodies of social theory for the analysis of 
society and space.  
 
 Marxist geographers, who draw on the theories of Karl Marx, grew 

in strength throughout the 1970s and 1980s following the 
cumulative effect of post-war economic growth and the increasing 
unequal living standards, exploitative labour relations, a new 
international division of labour, and the rise of multinational 
corporations. Marxist geographies emphasized the capitalist 
economic and political systems to show the uneven and 
contradictory social and economic power relations that shape and 
explain the organization of society.  
 

 Feminist theories critique the unevenly gendered nature of past 
science, theory, research methods, and the social systems in which 
we live. The second wave of feminism from the 1960s onwards 
provided widespread social and political exposure of women’s 
issues and status, which supported the gender critique occurring 
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within geography.  Thus, feminist geographies focus on examining 
women’s lives and the importance of gender in constructing space.  
 

 Anti-racist geographies highlighted and contested the racism 
endemic that exists in western society and within human geography.  

 
 Structuralist Approach –Structuralism is an approach within 

geography that is characterized by the fact that belief to understand the 
surface patterns of human behaviour, it is necessary to know the 
structures underlying them which produce or shape human actions. 
Structuralism entered human geography in the early 1970s in a very 
limited way, with citations from the humanist geographer, Yi Fu-Tuan 
in 1972 and the Marxist geographer, David Harvey in 1973 – as a part 
of the humanist and Marxist projects of critiquing the empiricism and 
positivism of a spatial science that had come to dominate geography in 
the 1960s. According to Peet, the actual form of the structuralist 
approach acknowledges the importance of the production system and 
its organization that in turn significantly influences the creation and 
the structuring of social processes at all levels of society. Therefore, it 
deals with all the dialectic relationships that exist between the social 
processes on one hand and the natural environment and spatial 
relationships on the other hand. The structuralist approach has 
prominently contributed to social geography,especially in the social 
urban geography. During the pre-structuralist period, geographers used 
to focus onthe issues like who lives where in urban areas and also used 
to assume that there was agiven set of social relations that is not 
changing over time such as relations based on which people would be 
allocated with aspecific housing location and would be allowed to 
change their positions, and freecompetition among the people to 
choose housing locations wherever they want. Thestructuralist 
perspective strongly challenged such assumptions by arguing 
thatsociety isever-changing and the relations are supposed to change 
accordingly with time. Because thereremainseveral complex 
mechanisms that limit the free choice to select housing locations 
especially in the urban area.  

 
 Postmodern Approach –Postmodernism is a recent movement in 

philosophy, arts, and social sciences.In the late 1980s, postmodernism 
became a trend in human geography.Postmodernism rejects the theory 
of modernism as it supports the idea that we are now beyond the 
‘modern’ age which is supposedly expected to be a new era for 
western societies. The postmodernist approach challenges the linear 
progress of social science and history. It argues against universal truths 
such as Meta narratives of modernism and science and the 
unproblematic theories that have been developed to support these 
ideas. The term is often used to incorporate the postcolonial approach 
and the cultural turn.   
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Theoretical Framework of Social Geography 

Emrys Jones defined social geography as the study of the patterns and 
processes that are involved in the understanding of the socially defined 
populations in their spatial settings. Space is thus perceived as those 
inhabiting it which is originally a mosaic of areas, each of which is 
perceived as homogeneous by its residents. Each of these “social spaces” 
is identified with a particular social group whose preferences, aspirations, 
and values are reflected in that space. Anne Buttimer, an Irish geographer, 
explains social space as an ‘involving synthesis of the perceived and 
objective dimensions of space’. Phenomenology, the idea that knowledge 
does not exist independently of man, is an important study of behavior and 
social space. A phenomenological school emphasizes the perception of 
space by social categories based on ethnicity, race, or religion. And it 
postulates that the world can be understood concerning man’s attitudes 
and intentions. There are two elements in social space – perceptual space 
and activity space as individuals and groups pattern space by their 
perception and activity. These two when clubbed together, form – a. 
‘preference space’ which is ‘the evaluation of different parts of one’s 
space based on use and perception’; and b. ‘territorial space’, i.e. ‘the 
evaluation of part of one’s environment fulfilling the needs of security, 
identity or stimulation.’ Social geography is centrally concernedabout 
people’s daily living spaces, society, and social relations.  

 Individuals as part of society – Social geography is mainly about 
society and the social relations between people. The term ‘society’ 
denotes the ‘social’ ties that people have with each other. ‘Society’ is 
also defined as a given area of geographical space that the people are 
occupying, and which is governed by a common political system. 
Societies are diverse and are perceived to be having distinct identities, 
together with a system of meaning and values which members share. 
Therefore, as subject social geography focusses on families and 
households issues, as well as social identities of race, age, gender, 
disability, etc.  
 

 Space and Society – The discipline focuses upon the relationships 
between societies and the spaces they occupy and use. Space plays an 
important role in actively constituting society as space reflects and 
constructs social activity, and is a means of resistance and celebration. 
Place and space are also important means by which social groups and 
societies organize themselves, distribute resources and create meaning 
for themselves.  

 
 Significance of the local - The daily living spaces of people are 

another focal point of social geography. Events and processes at 
different spaces cannot be discussed in isolation from each other as 
global processes shape local places and their processes. As the starting 
point for social geography is an everyday experience, therefore the 
analysis is usually of events and phenomena at a local scale such as the 
neighbourhood, the home, the workplace, and the local park.  

 



 

 

Social and Cultural 
Geography – Major 

Perceptions 

9 

 Social relations - The social relations on which social geographers 
have concentrated are -class, gender, sexuality, race, age, and 
disability. These are largely associated with power, oppression,and the 
distribution of resources in a society. Social geography is also 
concerned withidentities, which are linked to ways of life. People's 
perceptions of their own and others' identities are subjective and 
variable, andso social identities are not fixed but vary in different 
places and times. Space and place have important roles in this process.  

 
 Political angle - Social geography is political and has a role in social 

policy as the branch is studying power relations. Power is acquired 
through personal resistance strategies, through socialmovements, and 
at times influenced by the state through social policy.  

As mentioned, one of the central concerns of the sociological perspective 
is to understand the dialectical relationship between the individual and 
society. The concepts such as social structure, social stratification, and 
social processes help in understanding this relationship.  

 Social Structure–The term social structure points directly towards the 
fact that the society is structured i.e. organized or arranged in 
particular ways. The social environments in which humans exist do not 
just consist of random assortments of actions or events. There exist 
underlying patterns or regularities in how people behave and the 
relationships that they share. As social structures are made up of 
human activities and relationships, the patterns are often repetitive 
across periods and distances of space. Therefore, the idea of social 
reproduction and social structure are very closely associated with one 
another in sociological analysis.  

 
 Social Stratification– It refers to the existence of structured 

inequalities between groups in society, in terms of their access to 
resources and materials. While all societies involve some forms of 
social stratification, modern societies are often marked by wide 
differences in wealth and power that simultaneously include class 
divisions, division based on race, caste, religion, tribe, gender, and 
community. Being a broader version of social structure, social 
stratification is similarly characterized by a certain pattern of 
inequality. Inequality is systematically linked to membership in 
different kinds of social groups and is not randomly distributed 
between individuals and society. Members of the privileged group or 
those who are in a superior position enjoy material advantages like 
wealth, income which in turn improve their quality of life; high social 
status, and the ability to dominate others over decision making. 

 

 Social Processes –Social geography is not concerned simply with 
people but with people as members of groups. Thus their focus is on 
special patterns of groups and group behavior and the processes 
involved in creating those patterns. Social process points out the social 
change that has been brought in by the wave of modernization – 
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industrialization, urbanization, social reform movement, political 
awakening, etc. These processes transformed the entire society leading 
to the transformation of the traditional way of life, the behavioral 
pattern of the people, culture, and the value systems. Ecological 
processes also have some relation with the social structure of a region 
via the social processes. Infiltration, invasion, succession, segregation, 
competition has indirect links with the growth of the city formation 
and is, therefore, could be related to the patterns and processes of the 
city growth. Hence, the social process can be related to the change of 
the social structure.  

The social process can be both positive and negative.Following are the 
social processes that define a human society  

 Cooperation – It is a fundamental process of social life. The term 
‘cooperation’ has been derived from two Latin words i.e. ‘Co’ 
meaning ‘together’ and “Operary” meaning ‘to work’. This idea rests 
on certain behaviours of humans and is argued that without human 
cooperation, it would be difficult for human life to survive. Here two 
or more individuals or groups work together jointly to achieve 
common goals. Thus, cooperation is the form of social interaction in 
which all participants benefit by attaining their common goals. 
According to Durkheim, solidarity is the moral force of society is 
fundamental for our understanding of cooperation and thereby the 
functioning and progress of society.  
 

 Conflict – This term implies to clash of interests. Theorists believe 
that scarcity of resources in society produces conflict as groups 
struggle to gain access to and control over those resources. However, 
the bases of conflict vary as it differs across caste, race, gender, 
ethnicity, or religious community. At different stages of social 
development, conflicts change their form and nature.  

 
 Competition – Competition appears to be a dissociative form of social 

processes and is the most fundamental form of social struggle. It 
occurs whenever there is an insufficient amount of resources that 
human beings desire. It is a social entity that emerges and becomes 
dominant in a society especially in the contemporary period. Classical 
sociological thinkers such as Marx and Durkheim have noted the 
growth of individualism and competition respectively in modern 
societies. Both developments are intrinsic to the way modern capitalist 
society functions as the emphasis is on greater efficiency and greater 
profit maximization.  

 

 Accommodation - Accommodation is the “achievement of adjustment 
between people that permits harmonious acting together in a social 
situation. It is achieved by an individual through the acquisition of 
behaviour patterns, habits, and attitudes which are transmitted to him 
socially.is the resolution of conflicts which generally means adjusting 
oneself to the new environment.” According to Horton and Hunt, 
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accommodation is “a process of developing temporary working 
agreements between conflicting individuals or groups.” 
Accommodation may be either with the physical or with the social 
environment and is not confined to any particular stage or any fixed 
social situation. Therefore it is essential to maintain social harmony.   
 

 Assimilation - Assimilation is often defined as the social process 
whereby individuals or groups come to share the same sentiments and 
goals. It is a slow and gradual process where cultural differences 
between divergent groups disappear. Acculturation is the first step to 
assimilation. Acculturation is the stage when the cultural group which 
is in contact with another, borrows from it certain cultural elements 
and incorporates them into its own culture.One of the common 
examples of assimilation is the United States' history of absorbing 
immigrants from different countries.Many Irish immigrants 
assimilated to the American way of life, including its fashion trends, 
cultural norms, etc. in the early 20th century, though they did maintain 
their traditions as well. The factors favouring assimilation are equal 
economic opportunities, toleration, close social contact, amalgamation, 
cultural similarity, etc. The factors hindering assimilation are 
excessive social, cultural, and physical differences, prejudices, 
domination, subordination, isolation, etc.  

 
    Social Well-being – These are the indicators to define and 

measure human development. Social well-being is a concept in 
which basic human needs and wants are met and people can co-
exist peacefully with opportunities for advancement. The term 
‘social well-being’ is a synthesis of physical, material, cultural and 
spiritual well-being. It includes societies where income levels are 
high enough or sufficient to cater to the basic needs of people, 
where poverty has been eradicated, unemployment is insignificant, 
everyone is treated with dignity and respect, and have easy and 
equal access to educational, social, and medical services. In a well-
being society, there should be an absence of social conflict and 
discrimination. According to United Nations Research Institute for 
Social Development (UNRID), the 9 basic components of social 
well-being are – nutrition (necessary for health and growth of 
individual), shelter (refers to ‘home’ that performs basic protective 
functions), education, health, leisure, security, income/employment 
(employment effects income and an individual’s self-esteem), 
social stability, and physical environment. Early industrialization 
and urbanization in the developed countries have put them ahead 
of developing countries in the level of well-being.  
 

   Social Exclusion – It is a form of discrimination in which 
individuals are partially or wholly denied access to opportunities, 
resources, and rights. Social exclusion is a process and is a result 
of several factors like race, ethnicity, income, social class, 
geographic locations, employment status, education, religion, 
political affiliation, etc. There exist different degrees of social 
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exclusion – complete exclusion (complete denial of access to 
social services), selective exclusion (denied access from selected 
services or receive the differential treatment), explicit exclusion 
(when people from a certain social background are denied access 
to a particular facility), implicit exclusion (when people hold on to 
certain traditional norms and values), exclusion at an individual 
level or community level (based on race, caste, etc.). The concept 
of social exclusion has 3 distinguishable factors – it involves 
cultural values, perceptions, and norms that in turn shape social 
interactions; it exists in social relations; it denies people of their 
choices, rights, and opportunities. These factors contribute to the 
consequences – social exclusion excludes people from the benefits 
of development; socially excluded communities or individuals are 
prevented from participating fully in the economic, social, and 
political life of the society they live in; and exclusion leads to 
social unrest (protest and violence).     

Elements of Social Geography 

The central focal theme of social geography is to explore the interplay of 
society, individuals, and space. The individuals are part of a social 
structure that strictly adheres to social elements mainly race, ethnicity, 
language,  andreligion portraying striking differences in social 
organization and pattern.  

 Race and Ethnicity 

Both these terms are often used interchangeably. “Race” is referred to as a 
social construction through which groups of people are categorized based 
on physical criteria or biological distinctions such as hair and skin colour 
(Jackson, 2000). Ethnicity on the other hand relates to the culture and 
lifestyle of a particular group linked by birth, which marks them out as 
being different from others. An important dimension of ethnicity is the 
concept of territory as it is related to certain geographic regions. As the 
word ‘ethnic’ comes from the Greek word ‘ethnos’meaning people or 
nation. According to geographer Stuart Hall the idea of ethnicity as an 
identity is “historically constructed like all cultural identities” and is often 
natural as it implies ancient relations among a people in a certain place 
over time. Historical processes explain many deeply embedded notions of 
ethnic and racial superiority leading to ethnic conflicts and racism.Racism 
refers to thepractice of enforcing difference and relies on thepower 
relations between differentgroups understood as belonging to 
differentraces.  

Early work in geography took race as a biologicalfact and used this fact to 
map the geographic extent of racial differences; as they believed that race 
and place were intricately connected - particular kinds of places anda 
particular type of climate produced certain kinds of racial characteristics. 
From the mid-1960 onwards, western society, mainly the American 
geographers became explicitly interested in issues ofrace. This shift 
coincided with the revitalization ofthe U.S. civil rights movement, which 
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drew attentionto how African Americans had beensystematically 
discriminated against by structures of White privilege. As a consequence, 
geographers began to shift their attention towards social “problems” such 
as segregation,riots, and the creation of ghettos. The term ‘segregation’ 
refers to the tendency for minority groups to be unevenly distributed in 
terms of where they live. In cities, different cultural groups are more or 
less likely to cluster together creating uneven geography as certain groups 
may be found in specific parts of the city and almost absent from other 
districts. Social geographers are more concerned with this sort of 
segregation because it seems to be less voluntary than the other forms, 
indicating profound social tensions, or stems from discrimination. 
However, the causes of segregation are complex and vary considerably 
between contexts. A major focus in the United States has been on the 
extreme segregation of the black population because segregation levels of 
African-Americans in the USA cities are extremely high. Over 90% of the 
Black population, in the 1930s in Chicago, lived in areas where they 
formed over 80% of the population. By 1950, over half of the black 
population of Chicago were residing in areas that were occupied by 100% 
black. In Europe, shreds of evidence for varying degrees of segregation 
exist among certain populations, including South Asians and Afro-
Caribbeans in Britain, North Africans in France, and Turks in Germany. 
An example of legally enforced segregation in South Africa was apartheid. 

Ghettos refer to sections of cities populated by minority ethnic or religious 
groups, that is, neighborhoods in which the minority is a majority.The 
roots of ghettos can be traced back to the middle ages in Europe, where 
ghetto referred to Jewish quarters in Christian cities, for eg. the Warsaw 
Ghetto. Over the period, the nature of ghettos has changed. During the 19th 
century, ghettos were primarily defined based on ethnicity (ethnic 
minorities), not the class. The formation of ghettos was a combination of 
two factors – internal motivations and external constraints. The desire to 
be near one’s ethnic group was the internal motivation while economic 
and political discrimination against the minority population formal or 
informal prohibitions against employment and the purchase of housing 
were the external constraints.  

Overall, ghettos reveal the intersecting dynamics of ethnicity, residential 
segregation, and the urban division of labor, as they affect different groups 
underdifferent historical circumstances.Between the 16th century and the 
mid-19th, over 11 million slaves were transported from Africa, mainly to 
work in the plantations of America. Although slavery was banned after the 
American Civil War in the mid-19th century, the inferior social and 
economic status of the black people remained. Previously, 90% of the 
rural areas were occupied by black people, however, by the 1960s, over 
75% became city dwellers. Of these, a large proportion lived in 
identifiable ghetto areas. The migration of African Americans to northern 
cities also led to the formation of black ghettos. The North American 
black ghetto came to represent the most extreme form of segregation, and 
racism against, a particular ethnic group. 
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Ghettos have taken a variety of ethnic forms in the United 
States.Suburbanization and deindustrializationchanged the nature of 
American ghettos decisively. During the 1920s, Jew immigrants from 
Eastern Europe and Germany established a large ghetto in southern 
Manhattan that centered on the garment industry. The arrival of Chinese 
immigrants generated the first Chinatowns in New York and many West 
Coast cities. Ghettos, e.g., Harlem, became the center of rich artistic and 
political movements. The growth of the Hispanic or Latino population has 
generated the formation of Spanish-speaking barrios in cities such as Los 
Angeles. 

 Language  

Language, in contrast to speech, may be understood as a way of 
communicating for sharing and producing meaning and also as a means of 
organizing thought; making it a psychological, social, and cultural 
phenomenon.They are unevenly distributed across space. Many 
geographers differentiate languages based on mutual intelligibility, which 
means two people can understand each other while speaking. However, 
linguists have rejected the criterion of mutual intelligibility. Given the 
complexities of distinguishing languages from dialects, the actual number 
of languages used in the world remains a matter of debate. Language can 
both unite a nation and can also act as a divider.  

Languages are historically related to one another, and thus it is common to 
group them into families of varying sizes.Language families can be further 
divided into language groups, or a set of languages with a relatively recent 
common origin and various similar characteristicsAccording to linguists 
there are roughly eight major language families while several others are 
termed isolates. Within every single language family, the languages have a 
shared, but fairly distinct origin. These language families can be further 
divided into sub-families having more commonalities as they consist of 
individual languages with smaller spatial extent. Among all the language 
families, the Indo-European family is the widest. Indo-Europeans (i.e. the 
Aryans in 1500-2000 BC) whose homeland was traced near the Caucuses 
Mountains moved in two directions - one towards the east into northern 
India and the others in the Middle East.  

Sub-families of the Indo-European language 

Indic languages(Sanskrit-based)-  Hindi, Bengali, Urdu, Gujarati, Bihari, 
Marathi, and Nepali. 

Iraniclanguages(Middle East) - Farsi (formerly Persian), Kurdish, 
Armenian, and Pashto (in Afghanistan). 

Modern Romance languages (corresponds to boundaries of countries) - 
Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, French, and Romanian. 

Germanic languages (Europe) – English (west), German, Dutch, and the 
Scandinavian (northern Europe - Danish, Swedish, Norwegian and 
Icelandic) 
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Celtic languages - Scottish, Irish, and Welsh 

Balto-Slavic branch (Eastern Europe and Russia)- Russian and Ukrainian 
in East Slavic; Czech, Slovak, Bulgarian, Polish in West and South Slavic 

Others - Albanian and Greek 
 

Other language families and some sub-families are –  

Language 
family 

Region Types 

Afro-Asiatic 
The Middle 
East and North 
Africa 

The dominant branch of this language 
family is Semitic, which includes Arabic 
(with numerous dialects) and Hebrew 

Ural-Altaic Eurasia 

 Originated near the Altai Mountains of 
Mongolia, are presently lost in 
prehistory. The speakers of this family 
loosely speak this tongue as they are 
descendants of several waves of 
migration. Finnish and Estonian are 
examples ofthe Ural-Altaic family. 

 Turkic languages include Turkish, 
Uzbek, Azerbaijani, Turkmen, 
Kyrgyz, and(in western China) 
Uighur. 

 Mongol and Manchu, though presently 
extinct were formerly spoken 
indigenous tongues of Siberia.  

 Though controversial, many linguists 
assign Japanese and Korean to this 
family.  

Afro-Asiatic Africa 

 African languages are a complex 
mosaic of tongues from several 
language families. 

 North – Arabic and Berber, Somali. 

 Bantu orNiger-Kordofanian language 
family, which includesthousands of 
tongues. Mande in West Africa; 
Kikuyunin Kenya; and Tswana, Zulu 
in SouthernAfrica. 

 Eastern Africa – Swahili (lingua-
franca) 

Sino-Tibetan East Asia 

 Chinese, which embraces a variety 
oflanguages 

 Mandarin, is the dominant languageof 
northern China (and the most 
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commonlyspoken language)  

 Cantonese is another language present 
in Southeastern China. 

Southeast Asia  Malayo-Polynesian language family 
includes Hawaiian and New Zealand’s 
Maori.  

 This group includes the Malay 
languages ofMalaysia and Indonesia 
(each with countless dialects)and the 
numerous tongues of the Philippines 

 Only 1% Indian population speaks this 
language. This branch speakers are 
divided into 3 regions – Tibeto-
Himalayan (Ladakhi, Sherpa, Lepcha, 
etc.); North Assam (Abor, Miri, Aka, 
Mishmi, etc.); Assam-Burmese (Boda, 
Naga, etc.) 

Others 

Southern India  Dravidian tongue - Tamil, Telugu, 
Kannada, and Malayalam. 

Indochinese 
peninsula 

 Home to 2 distinct language groups - 
Austro-Asiatic (Vietnamese, 
Cambodian) and Thai-Kadai (Thai, 
Lao). 

 India has a 1.40% proportionate share 
of the Austric group. Of which, 
Munda is the dominant Austric group 
in India with 14 dialects. The largest 
group under the Munda branch is of 
Santhali speakers.  

Australia and 
Papua New 
Guinea 

 Indo-Pacific - the Aboriginal peoples 
who constitute 1% of the world’s 
population, speak 20% of the world’s 
languages under this enormously 
diverse group.  

Americas  North America - Iroquoian, Siouan, 
Salishan, Mayan  

 South America-Andean, Chibchan, 
Macro-Carib.  

 

Even though diversity exists within the individual, technologically 
advanced societies are likely to have a standard language. For instance, the 
phrase “the King’s English” refers to the well-educated people around 
London and its surrounding areas. The regional variants of standard 
language are known as dialects. To exemplify, English, being the most 
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widely spoken language, geographically has different dialects around the 
world.  

Differentiation over space and time caused language divergence. When 
groups of people diffused and moved away from each other, their 
languages branched into dialects, became isolated, thus creating new 
languages. To cite a reference, the island of New Guinea has the world’s 
greatest concentration of linguistic diversity with around 900 languages 
among different tribal groups. Due to colonialism, the Americas are 
dominated by Indo-European languages.  

With the expansion of French, Spanish, Portuguese, and British 
colonialism, Indo-European language speakers encircled the world, 
making it dominant even in Australia and New Zealand. Amongst all, 
English is the most widely spoken Indo-European language in the world. 
English became the lingua franca spoken by more people than any other 
tongue (when second-language speakers are included).Swahili is the 
lingua franca of East Africa.Pidgins, also known as contact languages, 
developed out of contact between at least two groups of people who do not 
share a common language. A pidgin language is usually a mixture of two 
or more languages, which contains simplified grammar and vocabulary. It 
is used for linguistic communication between groups, usually for trading 
purposes, who speak different languages. Pidgins are always learned as a 
second language. Many pidgins developed during the European 
colonization of Asia, Africa (Nigeria, Ghana, Cameroon, and Equatorial 
Guinea), and other areas of the world during the seventeenth to nineteenth 
centuries. 

Currently, there has been a steady decline in different languages for 
centuries. The process of language extinction accelerated during the era of 
colonialism (18th and 19th century) followed by the rise of the nation-
state causing deliberate homogenization of social groups, cultures, and 
dialects, due to globalization in the 20th century. This decline represents a 
crisis in cultural diversity that deprives humanity of the rich ways of 
viewing the world inherent in the multiple different languages. Dozens of 
native tongues across the globe have been replaced by English and French. 
Only a few countries like Japan, Portugal, Poland, etc. are monolingual 
states. However, even these countries have pockets where other languages 
are spoken. An isolated language is unrelated to any other language, thus it 
cannot be connected to any language family. These remote languages, and 
many others, are also experiencing mass extinction. It is believed that 
nearly 500 languages are in danger of being lost forever. The countries in 
which more than one language is spoken are known as multilingual states. 
To illustrate - in bilingual Canada, regional divisions can be found 
between French-speaking Quebec and the rest of the country. Language is 
also a potent force in national affairs. For example – in case a 
contemporary map of Belgium is referred to, it shows that country is 
divided into 2 speaking regions - Dutch in the north and French in the 
south. While, Brussels, the capital, is officially bilingual. These divisions 
due to the existence of separate language communities foster regionalism, 
thus separating the citizens of the country. Nigeria has three major 
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languages, more than a dozen major local languages, and around 230 local 
tongues. The leaders of Nigeria after its independence chose English as its 
official language. 

 Religion  
Religion is often typified as the geography of difference as it appears as an 
aspect of nationality, ethnicity, or a political faction. Robert Stoddard 
defined religion as a “system of beliefs and practices that attempts to order 
life in terms of culturally perceived ultimate priorities.” Religion exists in 
all known societies, although religious beliefs and practices vary from 
culture to culture. Throughout much of human history, all religions were 
either animistic (inanimate objects possess spirits), polytheistic (religious 
believers worship more than one deity),or monotheistic (religious 
believers worship more than a single deity). By 500 BC, 4 major hearths 
of philosophy and religion developed across the world –  

a. Along the northern shores of the Mediterranean sea developed the 
hearth of Greek philosophy 

b. Along the Indus river emerged Hinduism from a hearth of South Asia 
c. Judaism emerged from a hearth on the Eastern Mediterranean 
d. Chinese philosophers emerged from a hearth on the Huang He river 

valley in China. 
 

These early established religions and their philosophies later profoundly 
impacted other religions, as they diffused from their hearths, thus 
influencing newer religions. Christianity and Islam were both influenced 
by Judaism and Greek philosophy. The religions of the world may be 
grouped into 3 categories –  

1. Leading Religions – Hinduism, Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, etc. 
2. Lesser Religion – Includes Judaism in Palestine, Zoroastrianism of 

Persia, Taoism of China, Sikhism and Jainism in India, etc. 
3. Primitive Religion – There are thousands of primitive religions in the 

world and are found in small communities. They are mainly found 
among the aboriginal tribes of Australia, Indonesia, Africa, Southeast 
Asia, etc.  

 

Almost every religious addition to the landscape like the church, temple, 
mosque, cemetery – the shrine is sacred. Most religions recognize a holy 
land like - Israel for Jews, all of India for some Hindu fundamentalists, 
western Arabia (including Mecca and Medina) for Muslims, and the larger 
Palestine area for Christians as the foundation and development of faith. 
Also, many religions ascribe a special status to certain features of the 
physical environment. Rivers and mountains including the Ganges for 
Hindus, the Jordan for Christians, and Mount Fuji in Shintoism, are often 
considered sacred places. Human environments may also achieve sacred 
status, including Mecca for Islam, Varanasi for Hinduism, and the Vatican 
for Catholicism. Some sites attract diverse visitors: the Golden Temple at 
Amritsar, India, is sacred to Sikhs but also attracts many others, as do 
Lourdes in France and Westminster Abbey in London. 
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The preceding account of the origins, spread, and growth of major 
religious groups has highlighted an important general fact about religious 
identity, religious territory, and conflict between religious groups. 
Religions have competed, directly or indirectly, with each other and at 
times with different versions of the same religion as they have spread from 
source areas and become established in particular places. Indeed, such 
competition has sometimes resulted in conflict and tension.  

1.6. EMERGENCE OF CULTURAL GEOGRAPHY AS A 
MAJOR BRANCH – TRADITIONAL AND NEW 
CULTURAL GEOGRAPHY 

Cultural geography has emerged as a major subfield of human geography 
focusing on the spatial expression, representation, and negotiation of the 
experience of being in the world. Because the definition of culture itself is 
controversial, cultural geography varies both by place and by approach. 
The branch contains within it a variety of perspectives. The contemporary 
cultural geography that highlights both the traditional approach and the 
modern approaches, experiences continuity of enduring themes and the 
addition of new topics. A concern of cultural geography is to describe and 
explain the visible material landscapes that different groups of people have 
curved out from the geographic environment that they occupy.  

Culture as a concept - One of the most important aspects of cultural 
geography is the difficulty of defining its object of study - culture. Various 
attempts to define culture have long crossed disciplinary boundaries 
between geography and anthropology causing a dilemma for geographers 
and anthropologists.Culture is a complex term that has been defined as a 
whole way of life, a manner of thinking and doing things that 
encompasses an entire group of people.According to some understandings, 
culture is an attribute or a set of distinct qualities possessed by a group of 
people. While in others, culture is things - the distinct material, artistic, 
spiritual, and intellectual output of a particular society.In other definitions, 
culture is approached as a process, as it is understood to involve ways of 
communicating, expressing, making meaning, and representing external 
reality to ourselves and others.The first definition of culture was given by 
E.B Tylor, as “Culture is that complex whole which includes knowledge, 
belief, art, morals, law, custom, and any other capability acquired by man 
as a member of society” (Tylor, 1871:1).Culture, as expected is 
transmitted within a society to succeeding generations by imitation, 
instruction, suggestion, and examples. In brief, while the capacity for 
culture is biological, culture itselfis often learned. As members of a social 
group, individuals acquireintegrated sets of beliefs, behavioral patterns, 
environmental and social perceptions (ideology), social institutions 
(organization), knowledge of existing technologies, and material 
possessions (resources). Of necessity, every human being learns the 
culture in which they are born and reared. Culture and Society are 
mutually interdependent. In other words, society refers to persons and 
groups, while culture is the behavior patterns of these groups that emerge 
from communal living. However, we cannot learn its totality. Age, gender, 
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occupation, or status, may dictate aspects of the cultural whole to which an 
individual is more or less likely to be exposed. In other aspects, a culture 
displays a social structure—a framework of roles and interrelationships of 
individuals and established groups.  

Cultural geography highlights an “overview” when compared to the 
detailed sub-disciplines like Economic, Agricultural or Political 
Geography. The discipline often overlaps with social geography.Cultural 
geographers have made several efforts to bring clarity to the subject matter 
and its approaches. However,in broad terms, cultural geography examines 
the cultural values, practices, discursive and material expressions and 
artifacts of people, cultural diversity, and the plurality of society. In the 
late 19th century, cultural geography sought to compare and contrast 
different cultures around the world and their relationship to natural 
environments. This approach has its roots in the anthropogeography of 
Friedrich Ratzel and, in common with anthropology, it aimed to 
understand cultural practices, social organizations, and indigenous 
knowledge, but gave emphasis to people’s connections with and use of 
place and nature. In 1962, Wagner and Mikesell defined that cultural 
geography is concerned with the diverse geographic expressions of culture 
(such as the distribution of traits like religion and language), the imprint of 
material culture on the landscape, and the ways different cultures use, and 
interact with the earth. It also focuses on cultural struggle, on the 
imposition of social control through “cultural means” and on the 
construction of cultural spaces that define social life in a different setting. 
Mark Paterson further elaborates that "Cultural geography is a sub-
discipline of human geography that explores the human organization of 
space and the impact of human activities and culture upon the natural 
environment. Human geography is one of the most active and 
interdisciplinary areas within the social sciences. There is a crossover in 
methodological and theoretical approaches with disciplines such as 
anthropology, sociology, and cultural studies. But cultural geography, in 
particular, retains its focus onculture and its signifying practices of self, 
groups, the creation of “others” and worlds of experience while 
maintaining an emphasis on environment, space, and place". 

Traditional and New Cultural Geography - The field of cultural 
geography is wide-ranging and comprehensive. The oldest cultural 
geographic traditions are found in ancient Chinese, Greek, and Roman, 
scholars. In the United States, cultural geography has a long and rich 
history stretching back to the early 20th century. From its founding during 
the 1920s through the 1970s, cultural geography in the United States was 
dominated by Carl Sauer and his students at the University of California, 
Berkeley. Sauer’s approach to cultural geography centralized the 
landscape as the product of the action of human society on nature, viewed 
over time.Many of the most important ideas that Sauer introduced to this 
field, like the - historical reconstruction of the impact of past cultures, the 
culture area or region, the diffusion of culture traits from region to region, 
were current at the time in American cultural anthropology. Sauer placed a 
greater emphasis on the human relationship with the physical environment 
and perhaps this is where his most original contributions lie.  
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The rise of cultural geography in Britain had little in common with the 
genealogy of traditional American cultural geography.Institutionalized 
European cultural geography predates American cultural geography. 
Sauer, for instance, incorporated the regional descriptive tradition of the 
French geographer Vidal de la Blache as well as the German political 
geographer Friedrich Ratzel’s emphasis on the separate yet interrelated 
natural and human worlds. He also drew inspiration from Eduard Hahn's 
work on agricultural development, to outline a new prospectus that 
explained how elements of a culture of different groups give character to 
an area through their inscription on the earth’s surface. British cultural 
geography emerged from aconcern with the shaping effect of broad 
transformationsin society. Compared to its American counterpart, British 
cultural geography has less emphasis on scientific methodology and 
relatively more emphasis on social theory.  

Though the study of different nations and cultures in the world can be 
traced back to ancient geographers such as Ptolemy or Strabo, cultural 
geography as academic study firstly got emerged as an alternative to the 
environmental determinist theories of the early 20th century.Geographers 
have long focused on the role of the physical environment in shaping 
human culture. However, most geographers today dismiss the belief that 
the physical environment exclusively shapes humans and their cultures. 
Environmental factors solelycannot account for the cultural variations that 
occur around the world. Levels of technology, systems of organization, 
and ideas are not dictated by environmental circumstances. Therefore, 
highlighting the impacts of modernization on traditional lifeway, Sauer 
and the Berkley School raised questions about the impacts of human use 
of the earth as a significant theme in cultural geography. 

Cultural geography today is one of the most dynamic subfields of human 
geography. Globalization, identity, mobility, and human-environment 
relations have all been examined by contemporary cultural geographers. 
Even though the traditional themes still exist, it shares the stage with new 
approaches which is often termed as the ‘new cultural geography’. 
Contemporary trends include cultural phenomena, which attempt to 
circumvent the contemplation, interpretation, and representation of reality; 
focusing more on different forms of knowledge, dance, sport, etc. This 
created an experiential landscape that constructs and deconstructs as the 
subject moves through space, place, and territory. Cultural geographies of 
the elderly, children and youth, racial minorities, and disabled people have 
become increasingly important.  

1.7. HUMAN ACTIVITY AND SPATIAL PATTERN - 
PRODUCTION OF SOCIO-CULTURAL SPACE– 
FACTORS, FORCES, AND PROCESSES - 
RESULTANT SOCIO-SPATIAL STRUCTURES - A 
TEMPORAL SCALE 

Cultural geography is concerned with making the sense of people and the 
places they occupy through analyses of cultural processes, cultural 
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landscapes, and cultural identities. The subject explains culture from a 
geographical perspective, focusing on how cultures work in place or space 
and how they are embedded in everyday life. 

Culture Trait and Culture Complex 

Culture is a complexly interlocked web of attitudes, behaviors, and 
material artifacts. Culture traitsare one of the most elementary 
expressions of culture, ranging from the language spoken to the tools used 
on daily basis. A trait may be an object, a technique, or a belief. Every 
culture has many cultural traits like a ritual, celebration of different 
festivals, shaking hands, touching feet,etc, thus distinguishing one culture 
from the other.However, cultural traits don’t exist in isolation—they are 
always interrelated.Individual cultural traits that are functionally 
interrelated comprise the culture complex. Religious complexes, sports 
complexes, and others that can easily be recognized in any society are part 
of the cultural complex. 

A broader generalization than a culture complex is a cultural system that 
refers to the collection of interacting culture traits and complexes that are 
shared by a group within a particular territory. Multiethnic societies, 
subdivided by linguistic differences, varied food preferences, and other 
internal differentiations, are recognized as cultural systems. The “melting 
pot” culture in different nations constitutes a unique culture system. 
Geographers are usually interested in the spatial distribution of these 
individual elements of culture. 

Cultural Region and Area 

When similar cultural traits are found in a particular area it is called a 
cultural region. Therefore, a cultural region is defined as a portion of the 
Earth’s surface occupied by populations sharing recognizable or 
distinctive cultural characteristics.Cultural regions originate due to the 
interaction of people with specific social and intellectual traits that are 
surrounding them. Cultural regions are thus functional regions, as 
theircharacteristics include language, political system, religion, foods, 
customs, participation in trading networks,folklore, architecture, and many 
more. Real and observable data are used to locate these regions by human 
geographers. The boundaries of cultural regions change overtime as 
people move around as a part of daily life. There are three types of cultural 
regions –  

a) Formal Cultural Region - A formal region has clear boundaries. It is 
an area that is inhabited by people that share one or more cultural 
traits. Those traits include language, religion, common government - 
such as a political unit, and many others. These types of areas are 
mostly homogenous according to the cultural attributes that define 
them. Japan is a formal region because the Japanese culture is uniform 
throughout the country. 
 

b) Functional Cultural Region-It is a region defined by one function 
that may cross political boundaries. This might be a drainage basin of 
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a river, connecting several states and countries. Often a functional 
region is organized around a focal point, such as a city and its 
metropolitan area, that functions politically, socially, or culturally as a 
single unit (e.g. temple, the district headquarter, factory, etc.) 

 
c) Vernacular or Perceptual Cultural Region-  It is a region that exists 

based on people's attitudes, beliefs,and emotions about a place as part 
of their cultural identity. Unlike formal or functional regions, a 
vernacular or perceptual region may not be based on real facts or 
conditions. An American example is “Dixie” or “Dixieland” which is 
the nickname for the southern state of the USA. 

The State of Texas, an example from the “Dixieland” could be considered 
as a distinct cultural region. The people of the state are united by their 
common historical experiences, state and national government, 
educational system, and ways of life. Their multicultural heritage, adds to 
the diversity and richness of the state. Even within Texas, geographers can 
identify several regionsthat havetheir landscapes and traditions, like the 
Gulf Coast, South Texas Plains, Prairies and Lakes, Hill Country, Big 
Bend Country, the Panhandle-Plains. For example, the Gulf Coast is 
warm, humid, and densely populated, while the Big Bend Country in the 
southwest is dry. 

Cultural regions also originate in specific geographical environments due 
to interaction between humans and their physical environment. The early 
civilizations of the world originated and blossomed in the river valleys 
(Egypt in the Nile river valley, Indus river valley – South Asia) and 
mountains and plateaus as well (Bolivia and Peru – Inca civilization, Meso 
America – Mayan civilization). Based on common language, common 
religion or philosophy, social practice, shared political, economic system 
or on a combination of all the world has been divided into many cultural 
regions. However, these regions differ from each other in their population 
size, area, degree of development, etc. The common 10 cultural regions 
are -  

1. North America 

Major Countries: the United States and Canada 

Major Cities: New York City, Los Angeles, Washington D.C., 
Chicago, Philadelphia, Miami, Dallas, Texas, 
Atlanta, Montreal, Toronto, Quebec, Vancouver,  

Physical Features: Rocky Mountains, Canadian Shield, Great Plains, 
Hudson Bay, Mississippi River 

Regions: Formal regions - Each State or Province, 
Functional region - Mississippi River Basin, Los 
Angeles, Perceptual region - Deep South, Big 
Apple (New York), Midwest 

Major Language(s): English and French 
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Major Government(s): Democratic 

Major Religion(s): Christianity 

Economics / Trade: Dominate the world Trading Partners, U.S. 
World’s Largest Importer 

 

Source: Mapsfordesign 
 

2. Latin America 

Major Countries: Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, Chile, Peru, 
Venezuela, and Cuba 

Major Cities: Mexico City, Rio de Janeiro, Buenos Aries, Lima, 
Santiago 

Physical Features: Andes Mountains, Amazon River, Amazon 
Rainforest, Pampas, Caribbean Sea,  Sierra 
Madres,  Panama Canal 

Regions: Formal region - Every Country, Functional region 
- Amazon River Basin, Panama Canal 

Major Language(s): Spanish and Portuguese 

Major 
Government(s): 

Democratic, Few Dictatorships 

Major Religion(s): Christianity (Roman Catholic) 

Economics / Trade:  Vital Trade Route - Panama Canal 

 Manufacturing Industries 
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Source : Wikipedia 

 

3. Europe 

Major Countries: Great Britain, France, Germany, Belgium, 
Austria, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Ireland, Norway, 
Denmark, Sweden, and Poland 

Major Cities: London, Madrid, Paris, Copenhagen, Rome, and 
Berlin 

Physical Features: Alps, English Channel, Thames River, Rhine 
River, Mediterranean Sea,  

Regions: Formal region - European Union, Functional 
region - Mediterranean Sea, English Channel, 
Perceptual Region - Eastern Europe 

Major Language(s): English, German, Spanish, Italian, French 

Major 
Government(s): 

Democratic 

Major Religion(s): Christianity 

Economics / Trade:  Major World Trading Partners 

 European Union Trade Organization 

 Service Industries 

 Education 
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Source : Mapsland 

 

4. Commonwealth of Independent States 

Major Countries: Russia, Ukraine, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Belarus 

Major Cities: Moscow, St. Petersburg, Minsk 

Physical Features: Ural Mountains, Siberia, Volga River, Black Sea, 
Caspian Sea, Lake Baikal 

Regions: Formal Region - C.I.S., Former Soviet 
Union,Functional Region - Trans-Siberian 
Railway 

Major Language(s): Russian, Slavic, Ukrainian, Uzbek, Armenian, 
Kyrgyz 

Major 
Government(s): 

Democratic, Few Dictatorships 

Major Religion(s): Christianity  

Economics / Trade:  Resource Industries (Oil, Gas, Coal),  

 C.I.S. Trade Organization 

 Russia Major Trading Partner  
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Source : 
loc.gov 

 

5. The Middle East and North Africa 

Major Countries: Saudi Arabia,Turkey, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Egypt, 
Libya, Morocco, and Ethiopia 

Major Cities: Cairo, Alexandria, Addis Abba, Jerusalem, 
Baghdad, Mecca, Tehran 

Physical Features: Sahara Desert, Nile River, Arabian Desert, Tigris 
and Euphrates River, Persian Gulf, Suez Canal 

Regions: Formal Region - Every Country, Functional 
Region - Nile River Delta,Suez CanalPerceptual 
region – Holy Land  

Major Language(s): Arabic, English, Persian (Farsi), Hebrew 

Major Government(s): Democratic, Monarchy, Theocracy, Dictatorships 

Major Religion(s): Islam, Judaism 

Eonomics / Trade:  Major Oil Trading Partner 

 Many O.P.E.C. Nations,  

 Vital Trade Routes - Suez Canal and the 
Persian Gulf 
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Source 
: Researchgate 

 

6. Sub Saharan Africa 

Major Countries: Nigeria, Kenya, Uganda, and South Africa 

Major Cities: Nairobi, Lagos, Cape Town 

Physical Features: Savanna, Rainforest, Kalahari Desert, Congo 
River, Lake Victoria,  

Regions: Formal Region - Every Country, Functional 
Region - Congo River Basin, Perceptual region – 
Ivory Coast  

Major Language(s): English, French, Swahili andnumerous Tribal 
Languages 

Major Government(s): Democratic, Dictatorships 

Major Religion(s): Islam, Christianity, Animism 

Economics / Trade: Resource Industries (Gold, Diamond), Market for 
Ivory.  

 Source : Wikipedia 
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7. East Asia 

Major Countries: China, North Korea, South Korea, Mongolia, and 
Japan 

Major Cities: Beijing, Shanghai, Hong Kong, Seoul, Tokyo, 
Osaka, and Kyoto 

Physical Features: Himalayan Mountains, Gobi Desert, Tibetan 
Plateau, Huang Ho River, Mt. Fuji,  

Regions: Formal/Functional region - Demilitarized Zone 
[DMZ], Perceptual region - Ring of Fire  

Major Language(s): Mandarin Chinese, Korean, Japanese 

Major 
Government(s): 

Democratic, Totalitarianism 

Major Religion(s): Buddhism, Christianity, Shinto 

Economics / Trade: Major Trading Partner of the World, China 
World’s Largest Exporter, Japan Imports Because 
It Lacks Natural Resources 

 Source : Wikipedia 

 

8. South Asia 

Major Countries: India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan, Bhutan, and  
Afghanistan 

Major Cities: Kabul, Islamabad, Mumbai, Delhi, Kolkata, 
Dhaka, Karachi,and Chennai 

Physical Features: Himalayan Mountains, Ganges River, Indus 
River, Monsoons 

Regions: Formal Region - Every Country, Functional 
Region -Ganges River Delta, Perceptual region – 
SOBO for South Mumbai 

Major Language(s): English, Hindi, Arabic, Urdu, Sinhalese, Bangla, 
and numerous local languages 
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Major Government(s): Democratic 

Major Religion(s): Hinduism, Islam, Sikhism, Buddhism 

Economics / Trade: World Trading Partner for Manufacturing and 
Offshoring Services 

Source : Google 

 

9. South-east Asia 

Major Countries: Indonesia, Thailand, Vietnam, Malaysia, and the 
Philippines 

Major Cities: Jakarta,Bangkok, Singapore, Hanoi, Taipei, and 
Manila 

Physical Features: Pacific Ocean, Indian Ocean, Indochina 
Peninsula, Mekong River, Rainforests 

Regions: Formal Region - Every Country, Functional 
Region - Port of Singapore, Perceptual region - 
Indochina 

Major Language(s): English, Vietnamese 

Major 
Government(s): 

Democratic, Dictatorships in few 

Major Religion(s): Buddhism, Islam, Christianity 

Economics / Trade: Spice Trade Throughout History 
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Source: Google 

 

10. Australia and Oceania 

Major Countries Australia, New Zealand, Tahiti, Marshall Islands 

Major Cities: Melbourne,  Sydney, Auckland 

Physical Features: Great Barrier Reef, Great Sandy Desert, Pacific 
Ocean 

Regions: Formal Region - Every Country, Functional 
Region - Great Barrier Reef, Vernacular Region- 
Oceania  

Major Language(s): English, Polynesian, Many Tribal Languages 

Major 
Government(s): 

Democratic 

Major Religion(s): Christianity, Animism 

Economics / Trade:  Islands of Oceania Have Mainly Traditional 
Economies 

 Australia is a World Trading Partner with 
Service Industries 
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Source: Google 

 

 

India may be divided into 10 cultural regions based on language, religion, 
customs, and traditions. They are as follows –  

Cultural Regions Characteristics 

  

Ladakhi – Buddhist Cultural 
Region 

 Leh and Dharamshala are the 
important sacred and cultural 
centers in this region with many 
monasteries. 

 Major religion and language – 
Buddhism and Ladakhi 

Kashmiri – Muslim Cultural 
Region 

 This region stretches over the 
Kashmir valley, northern parts of 
Jammu,and southern parts of 
Ladakh. 

 – Islam and Kashmiri 

 Hindus and Sikhs are present in 
minority.  

Sikh – Gurumukhi Cultural 
Region 

 

 This region stretches over the state of 
Punjab and the Union Territories of 
Chandigarh  

 Major religion and language – 
Sikhism and Punjabi 

 Hindus are in minority. 

 The region is characterized by 
Gurudwaras. The Golden Temple 
in Amritsar which is the preeminent 
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spiritual site of Sikhism is located 
in this region. 

Kinnauri – Dev – Bhumi 
Cultural Region 

 This region sprawls over the 
mountainous area of Himachal 
Pradesh and Uttarakhand.  

 This region is famously known as the 
DevBhumidue to the presence of 
many religious shrines like 
Kedarnath, Badrinath, Haridwar, 
and many more. 

 Major religion and language – 
Hinduism and Kinnauri, Hindi. 

Hindu – Hindi Cultural 
Region 

 

 The states of Bihar, Haryana, 
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, 
southern parts of Uttarakhand, and 
Uttar Pradesh are part of this 
region.  

 Major religion and language – 
Hinduism and Hindi  

Mixed Cultural Region of 
North East India 

 This region stretches across the states 
of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, 
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, 
Nagaland, and Tripura 

 Region of multiculturalism, 
dominated by different tribal 
groups 

 There exists great diversity 
amonglanguages, religions, 
customs, traditions, folkdances, 
music, food habits, etc. 

Bengali Cultural Region  This region includes West Bengal 
and the adjacent regions of 
Jharkhand and Bihar.  

 Major religion and language – 
Hinduism and Bengali.  

Tribal – Hindu Cultural 
Region 

 

 This region stretches over 
Chotanagpur Plateau.  

 Major religion and language – The 
majority follow Hinduism. 
However, Christianity is followed 
by a significant number. Hindi is 
the dominant language. 

Marathi Hindu Cultural 
Region 

 This region stretches over 
Maharashtra, parts of Gujarat, Goa, 
and the adjacent regions of Andhra 
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Pradesh and Karnataka. 

 Major religion and language – 
Hinduism, butthe concentration of 
Muslims and Buddhists are there in 
isolated pockets. Marathi is the 
dominant language.  

Dravido Cultural Region  This region sprawls over Andhra 
Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, and 
Tamil Nadu.  

 Major language - Dravidian 
language - Tamil, Malayalam, 
Telegu, and Kannada 

 

Map 1 -Cultural Regions of India based on religion, language and 
traditions, 2011 

 

Cultural Realm 

Finally, a set of culture regions showing related culture complexes and 
landscapes may be grouped to form a cultural realm. The termculture 
realm recognizes a large segment of the Earth’s surface having uniformity 
in its cultural characteristics and shows a significant difference in them 
from adjacent realms. Culture realms are culture regions at the broadest 
scale. The world has been divided into four major and two minor cultural 
realms. The major cultural realms are as follows –  
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1. Occidental Realm  

This refers to the culture of the European society, which was greatly 
influenced by Christianity. The region underwent various levels of 
industrialization followed by urbanization, development of political, 
social, and economic institutions, commercialization, colonization, and 
lately modernization. The occidental culture is further divided into six 
sub-regions as it covers a vast area. They are –  

(i) West European- the most industrialized and urbanized culture. 
 

(ii) Continental European – Religion (Christianity) holds an important 
influence.Their culture is influenced by different political and 
economic thoughts 
 

(iii) Mediterranean European – Christianity dominates in this region 
which includes countries lying to the south of the Alps. It is 
believed that the deep-rooted traditional social system is the 
principal cause of limited economic development in countries like 
Portugal, Spain, and Italy, compared to countries of northern and 
Western Europe. 
 

(iv) Anglo-American andAustralian– These realms are the offspring of 
the Western European culture because these regions are inhabited 
by from west Europe. However, regional differences exist.  
 

(v) Latin American– This is similar to the Mediterranean culture. But, 
only this region of occidental culture lies in the tropics and is 
underdeveloped. The conversion of the tribes into Christianity has 
made this a part of the occidental culture. The state languages like 
Spanish and Portuguese were developed from the colonial 
languages. Countries of this region maintain economic, cultural, 
and social ties with the Mediterranean countries. 

 
2. Islamic Cultural Realm 

It covers a vast geographical area i.e. from Morocco in the west to 
Pakistan in the east. The culture of this region is influenced by Islamic 
valueswhich are highly orthodox and based on traditional beliefs. Arabian 
culture is part of this realm.This cultural realm lies between the 
modernized European occidental culturein the west and the traditional 
Indian culture in the east.  
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Map 2 -Cultural Realms of the World 

 
Source: Lotus Arise 
 

3. Indic Cultural Realm 

This belongs to the culture of the Indian sub-continent. Even though the 
region is inhabited by various communities of religious and linguistic 
groups, the social system still holdsa hidden impact onthe Vedic cultural 
values. 

4. East Asian Culture 

Buddhist culture dominates in South Korea and Japan. The impact of 
industrialization, urbanization, and modernization have modified the 
Buddhist culture in mainland China. 

The two minor cultural realms are -  

1. South-East Asian Culture 

In this region, different cultures have intermingled with the 
countries'traditional culture, as Buddhist culture dominates in Myanmar, 
Thailand, and Vietnam. While Christianity influences the Philippines, 
Islamic influence is very much evident in Malaysia and the Indonesian 
islands. Thus, this region is a unique region of all.  

2. Meso-African Culture 

Also known as Negro culture, it is primarily found in tropical Africa. This 
culture is also seen among the American Red Indians, Eskimos, and the 
Latin American tribes of the Asia-Pacific region. Often referred to as the 
‘marginalized culture’, the Meso-African cultural realm is widely 
scattered and includes relatively isolated communities.  
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Cultural Hearth 

Carl Sauer used the term ‘cultural hearth’ specifically to explain a place 
that is the breeding grounds of cultural groups from which systems 
associated with them may later diffuse. The development of civilizations 
followed by the social and technical revolutions,introduced new 
technologies, new ways of life, and new social structures. These diffused 
from their point of origin and were selectively adopted by people who 
weren’t even part of the creation. Therefore, the term cultural hearth is 
used to describe such “centers of innovation and invention, from which 
clusters of key culture traits and elements moved to exert an influence on 
surrounding regions”.The hearth may be viewed as a source area of any 
cultural group whose developed systems of life and their livelihood 
created a distinctive cultural landscape. Achievements like writing, long-
distance trade connections, astronomy, mathematics,labor specialization, 
social stratification, formalized governmental systems, and a structured 
urban culture – can be attributed to cultural hearths. Historically, the 
important cultural hearths were found in Egypt (Nile Valley), Iraq 
(Mesopotamia), the Indus Valley of the Indian subcontinent, northern 
China (Huang Ho valley), southeastern Asia, several locations in sub-
Saharan Africa, Americas, and elsewhere. Each of these areas displayed 
its unique mix of cultural traits as they arose at different times under 
different ecological systems in widely separated areas of the world. The 
hearth areas of Mesopotamia and Egypt witnessed the transition from a 
settled agricultural village to an urban form.The urban life of Indus valley 
was much more developed than Minoan Crete, due to early trade contacts 
with the Near Eastern region. Trade also played a significant role in the 
development of West African culture hearths. 

Each culture hearth showed an organization of agriculture that resulted in 
local productivity, which was sufficient to initiate nonfarm activities by 
some people. Therefore, each of the hearth regions saw the creation of a 
stratified society that included - artisans, merchants, scholars, priests, and 
administrators. Each also developed or adopted astronomy, mathematics, 
literature,and the all-essential calendar. Like, the ancient Egyptians laid 
the foundation of arithmetic and geometry. Astronomy, mathematics, and 
medicine were developed by them for practical uses. At least 5,000 years 
ago, writing appeared first in Egypt and Mesopotamia. However, some 
believe that the idea of writing originated in Mesopotamiaand then spread 
outward to Egypt, to the Indus Valley, to Crete, and perhaps even to 
China. While advancing in cultural diversity and complexity, these 
hearths, exported technologies, skills, and behaviors far beyond their 
boundaries.The New World hearths were not related to those of the old, 
but once created, they spread widely in areas under the influence of 
Mesoamerican and Andean hearths. In Mesoamerica, distinctive writing 
systems emerged around 2,500 years ago. 
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Map 3 -Cultural Hearths of the World 

 

The Before the Common Era (BCE) dates refers to the approximate times when the 
hearths developed their complex social, intellectual, and technological bases and served 
as cultural diffusion centers.Source: Human Geography, Landscapes of Human Activity  

Thus, from similar origins, but through separateadaptations and 
independent innovations, distinctive cultures emerged both in the old and 
new hearths. In some cases, cultural innovations are passed on along trade 
routes and through diffusion.  

Cultural Change 

As culture is dynamic, the recurring theme of cultural geography is 
changing. As the elements of culture change from time to time, no culture 
is or has been, characterized by a permanently fixed set of ideologies, 
material objects, or systems of organization. But some changes are major, 
like the transition from hunting-gathering society to sedentary agricultural 
society, which affected every facet of the cultures of the people who 
adopted them. The impact of the Industrial Revolution and its associated 
urbanization on all societies was pervasive. However, no changes are so 
extensive. Change on a small scale can have wide repercussions in 
affecting the culture. For instance, the electronic and digital media that 
saw its inception in the United States brought massive technological, 
social, behavioral, and recreational changes not only in the societies of the 
USA but all over the world. This technological shift even changed the 
employment pattern as it included greater participation by women in the 
waged workforce that subsequently led to the associated adjustments in 
attitudes toward the role of women in society at large. The reason behind 
such cumulative changes is because the cultural traits of any group are not 
independent; rather they are clustered in an integrated and coherent 
pattern. Change, of any kind within cultures, is induced by innovation, 
diffusion, acculturation, and assimilation. 

 Innovation - Innovation is something that is newly created that may be 
a physical object or an artifact, or social in terms of rituals, stories, 
new ideas, new knowledge, etc. Regarding culture, it implies changes 
within a culture that result from ideas created within the social group 
itself and adopted by the culture. Sometimes innovation brings about 
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large changes when viewed over a while. For example, a new musical 
style can cause changes to vernacular speech, dance styles, clothing 
styles, graffiti art, and other forms of entertainment, which, in turn, 
may affect retailers’ advertising campaigns and consumers’ spending. 
Innovative change is common and inevitable in most modern societies. 
Larger urban centers of advanced technologies tend to be centers of 
innovation, not only because of their size but also of the opportunities 
they provide for the exchange of ideas. 

 
All societies have innate defiance to change because innovation 
inevitably creates tensions between the new reality and other 
established socio-economic conditions. Adaptive capacity can only 
resolve these tensions. Otherwise, the gap may develop between 
societies leading to cultural lag.  

 
 Diffusion - The process by which an idea or innovation is transmitted 

from one individual or group to another across space is referred to as 
diffusion. There are mainly two processes that lead to diffusion – one 
is through migration often referred to as relocation diffusion and the 
second is the flow of information regarding innovation in the society, 
referred to as expansion diffusion.Expansion diffusion involves “the 
spread of a culture trait from one place to others when people who did 
not formerly practice the trait adopt it after direct or indirect contact 
with those who do practice the trait.” Islam, for example, expanded 
from Arabian Peninsula to much of Asia and North Africa. To 
simplify, expansion diffusion refers to the process of diffusion that 
involves an increase in the number of people or societies practicing the 
trait. Another type of diffusion is contagious diffusion which is a 
pattern of diffusion that reflects the importance of direct contact 
between those who developed or have adopted the innovation and 
those who newly encounter it. When ideas are transferred first between 
larger places and later to smaller points is known as hierarchical 
diffusion. In contrast to expansion diffusion, relocation diffusionoccurs 
when the innovation is carried to new areas by migrating individuals 
or populations that possess it. The spread of religions by settlers or 
conquerors is a clear example of relocation diffusion, as was the 
diffusion of agriculture to Europe from the Middle East. 

 
Language is the principal means by which a culture ensures continuity 
through time and the death of a language is frequently seen as the end 
of a culture.Language diffusion represents the increase or relocation 
over time in the geographic area within which a language is spoken. 
Languages may spread through migration, making it a part of 
relocation diffusion.As a reference, the Bantu of Africa or the English-
speaking settlers of North America displaced preexisting populations 
and replaced the languages that were previously spoken in the areas of 
penetration.Hierarchical diffusion of an official language within urban 
centers and centers of power has occurred in many societies.In a world 
dominated by communication, globalization, science, and IT, English 
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has grown to be the dominant global language and is considered as 
lingua franca in many societies.  
 

 Acculturation and Assimilation - A culture group may undergo major 
modifications in its cultural traits by adopting some or all of the 
characteristicsof another, or of a dominant cultural group. Such is the 
process of acculturation, where immigrants adopt the cultures, 
values,attitudes, ways of behavior, and speech of the receiving 
society.Even though acculturation commonly involves a minority 
group adopting the patterns of the dominant population, the process 
can be reciprocal. In the case of the previous, the ethnic group loses 
much of its separate culturalidentity in the process as it accepts the 
culture of the larger hostcommunity. However, minority groups can 
still retain some of their cultural elements.  

 
On the other hand, when an ethnic group can no longer be 
distinguished from the wider society, assimilation wholly has 
occurred. Full assimilationgoes beyond acculturation; as it implies 
integration into acommon cultural life through language, religion, 
shared experience, intermarriage,and sense of history.Assimilation is a 
two-way road - not only does it require immigrant groups to absorb the 
cultural values and practices of the majority, but it also demands that 
the majority society give full acceptance to members of theminority 
group and allow them to rise to positions of authorityand power. 

Cultural Diversity 

Cultural diversity is a debatable term, which generally refers to a reality of 
coexistence of diverse knowledge, beliefs, arts, morals, laws, customs, 
religions, languages, abilities and disabilities, genders, ethnicities, races, 
nationalities, etc., of human beings. It could extend to the way people react 
to this reality and the way people choose to live together with the existing 
reality. Thus, the societal culture is a broad culture representing a 
society.Language and religion are the basic threads in the web of culture 
and are essential elements of both cultural identity and diversity. 

There exist subcultures in many complex societies. Schaefer and Lamm 
(1999) define that “a subculture is a segment of society which shares a 
distinctive pattern of mores, folkways, and values which differs from the 
pattern of the larger society” (Schaefer and Lamm, 1999:81). “Youth 
culture” or “Youth subculture” have gained prominence in recent 
societies. It implies that young are socialized into a type of values, 
standards, and a certain type of behaviour pattern that distinguishes them 
from the adult society. 

Cultural diversity can be best understood in Indian Society is 
discussed.India is probably considered the largest multicultural society in 
the worlddue to itsplurality and diversity of cultures. People from all the 
major religions in the worldconstitute its vast population. Although 
Hindus constitute the majority of the population (79.8%), India is home to 
the second-largest population of Muslims (14.2%) in the world. Other than 
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these India is home to - Christianity, Sikhism, Buddhism, Jainism, 
Zoroastrianism, and Judaism.This is coupled with enormous cultural 
diversity that is based on factors like language, caste, and ethnicity. S.C 
Dube (1990) explains that “the Indian society had covered a span of five 
thousand years since theperiod of its first known civilization. During this 
long period, several waves ofimmigrants representing different ethnic 
strains and linguistic families havemerged into its population to contribute 
to its diversity, richness and vitality”(Dube, 1990:1). The Indian society 
consists of a large number of languages, dialects, beliefs, rituals, customs, 
traditions, etc. The country is home to the third most spoken language in 
the world. It has 22 national languages, 6 classical languages to preserve 
its heritage,and hundred dialects. The Constitution of India designated 
Hindi and English as their official languages. According to the 2011 
Census, the number of bilingual speakers in India is 314.9 million, which 
is 26% of the population. Ethnolinguistically, 78.05% of Indians speak 
Indo-Aryan languages (Hindi, Bengali, Urdu, Marathi, Gujarati, Punjabi, 
Kashmiri, Rajasthani, Sindhi, Assamese, Maithili, and Odiya); while 
19.64% Indians speak Dravidian languages (Telugu, Tamil, Kannada, and 
Malayalam). English is the lingua franca in India.  

India is also one of the most ethnically diverse nations in the world. 
People in India belong to different castes, sub-castes, or jatiand social 
classes; each caste has itsunique rituals, rules customs, etc. In India, caste 
is the basis on which society is segmented into hierarchies. The caste 
system is based on the four-fold division of the society based on 
occupation. In contemporary India, the scheduled castes (SC) and the 
scheduled tribe (ST) constitute the lower caste. Around 16.6% of people 
of India belong to the SC category (Census, 2011). About one-third of the 
SCs resides in rural areas of India and are agricultural labourers. At the 
state level, Uttar Pradesh has the highest concentration of SCs followed by 
West Bengal. Moreover, the Indian society is also home toseveral tribal 
communities that have their distinct cultural heritage and identity. The 
scheduled tribe (ST) composites 8.6 % of India’s total population. They 
are mostly present in every state and have a rural base. More than 50% of 
the tribal population lives in the states of – Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, 
Jharkhand, Maharashtra, Orissa, and the northeastern states. These 
diversities can be attributed to the existence of different cultural traditions 
like classical, folk, food habits, and cuisine. Despite these diversities in 
Indian society, unity in diversity has become a part of India’s self-identity.  
Along with diverse religions, languages, ethnic groups, the different facets 
of culture like music, art, architecture, painting, dance, drama, habits, and 
customs have contributed to the unity and integration of India. Even 
though liberalization, privatization, and globalization penetrated the Indian 
society and intensely ushered in a lot of changes, it still preserves its 
unique culture.  
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Map 4 - States and union territories of India by the most commonly 
spoken first language 

 

 

Source: Wikipedia 

Cultural Landscape 

The term cultural landscape is a natural landscape bearing the imprint of a 
culture group or society which is modified by human activities.Over the 
past century, cultural landscape studies have been a prominent component 
of cultural geography. The term cultural landscape is associated with the 
depiction of the Earth’s surface in visual art, material artifacts such as 
buildings, and the area of territory itself.The term landscape was 
developed primarily from two words - landscaef (old English word) 
referred to a clearing of forested land by humans and landschap (Dutch 
word) is associated with the appearance of the land. While the first 
provides the study of the interaction of humans with the land; the latter 
term was primarily linked to visual art like paintings.French and German 
geographers of the late 19th and early 20th centuries contributed largely to 
developing the concept of the cultural landscape. Otto Schlüter, the 
German geographer, is often credited with coining the term cultural 
landscape. According to him, the earth should be studied from a bird’s eye 
view, where the roads, buildings, gardens, oceans, and forests are the focal 
point. However, some felt that this is a limited focus on the visible 
landscape and that cultural landscapes hold a much deeper meaning.  
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For the Germans, landscape studies were synonymous with regional 
studies. The German school of geography is credited with developing 
another meaning for landscape associated with the German word 
landschaft. Landschaft deals primarily with forms of landscape in a 
particular area. Another aspect of the cultural landscape was the 
combination of social and physical characteristics. Blache held that the 
natural landscape and the human landscape should be viewed as 
inseparable. To him, every cultural group has its way of adapting to its 
natural environment to create a unique region. The result of this adaptation 
is the formation of the cultural landscape, which is an instinctive reaction 
to the natural landscape. 

In the United States, early research involving the cultural landscape goes 
back to the work of Carl Sauer and the Berkeley School of cultural 
geography. The cultural landscape was viewed as an expression of the 
material features of cultural groups by Sauer. Sauer’s famous paper titled 
“The Morphology of Landscape,” published in 1925 attempted to solidify 
the landscape as the fundamental concept of geography. Through this idea, 
cultures shape the natural environment to create their cultural landscape. 

Carl Sauer’s morphology of the landscape 

 

Source: Created by author, based on Sauer, C. (1925). The morphology of the landscape. 
University of California Publications in Geography, 2(2), 19–53. 

Sauer’s brought together Schlüter’s and Vidal’s concepts – where the 
former’s attempt to bring together the physical and the human, while the 
latter’s focus on regional uniqueness. Sauer (1925) stated, “The cultural 
landscape [is] fashioned from the natural landscape by a culture group. 
Culture is the agent, the natural area is the medium, the cultural 
landscape is the result” (p. 46). This particular view created the German 
term landschaft, as it stressed the importance of regional uniqueness. 

Post World War II, many cultural geographers were heavily influenced by 
the work associated with the Berkeley School. For example, the 
geographers, Wilbur Zelinsky and Fred Kniffen examined not only the 
occurrence of similar town designs but also their diffusion from a cultural 
hearth to other parts of a region.Since the end of World War II, 
geographers have recognized that while humans create and manipulate the 
landscape, the landscape also influences humans.Aspects of the cultural 
landscape can give a “sense of place.” This term in the context ofa 
landscape can create an experience that is shared by those whose daily 
lives are connected to the cultural landscape. 
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Ethnocentrism 

The term ethnocentrism was coined by William Graham Sumner to refer 
to a feeling that one’s culture is always superior to other cultures. In 1906, 
Sumner defined the term as “ethnocentrism is the technical name of this 
view of things in which one’s own group is the center of everything, and 
all others are scaled and rated with reference to it” (Sumner,1906:13). He 
further added that this leads people to exaggerate everything in their 
folkways which differentiates them from others. Due to this feeling, other 
cultures are judged concerning one’s own culture. People still feel that 
Africa is a country only inhabited by primitive tribal, black population and 
is a Dark Continent. Ethnocentrism gives rise to a feeling of superiority 
for few and xenophobia or the fear of the foreign for others. 

Culturalrelativism 

It is a process in which a culture is evaluated by its standards or in its 
context, as every element of the culture has a function unique to the group 
which shares the culture. Customs and practices in culture should not be 
judged as right or wrong, good or bad but need to be understood in terms 
of their function. Cultural relativism may lead to xenocentrism which is 
the belief that other cultures are superior to one’s own culture. 

Multiculturalism 

A multicultural society is often equated with a ‘salad bowl’ in which all 
communities retain their distinct identities as opposed to a ‘melting pot’ in 
which the majority culture dominates minority culture. For example, 
immigrants moving into rural areas, especially in chain migration, tend to 
retain aspects of their ethnic identity longer than do those moving into 
urban areas. The extent to which ethnic groups assimilate is also related to 
state policies. Canada, for example, has had a policy of multiculturalism 
since 1971. The versions of multiculturalism differ from one country to 
another. Some see multiculturalism as a vision of national identity based 
on pluralism; others see it as divisive.  

Globalization and Culture 

With the advent of the urbanized metropolitan cities and the beginning of 
commercial activities, cultural exchanges have taken place between 
individuals living among various societies.The advent of industrial 
revolutions, made societies have access to machines which allowed them 
to create cultural products and export them across borders. During the 
early 20th century, the phenomenon of globalization has brought 
significant changes around the world.It is a multidimensional phenomenon 
that encompasses not only economic components but also cultural, 
ideological, political, and similar other facets.Diffusion united the widely 
separated societies in a modern world by sharing technologies, 
organizational structures, and even cultural traits and artifacts through 
rapid communication and efficient transportation. The speed of spread of 
ideas and knowledge (space-time compression)through modern 
communication technology like access to radios; telephones; worldwide 



 

 

Social and Cultural 
Geography – Major 

Perceptions 

45 

transmission of television news, sports, and entertainment programs; 
and—perhaps most importantly—to computers and the internet, has 
encouraged and facilitated the globalization of culture.The sense of 
“togetherness” brought with globalization is not at all in conflict with 
diversity, because in the new era people become much more concerned 
about the uniqueness and particularity of their own culture. In terms of 
science, technology, and economic development, the idea of globalization 
reflects the theory of convergence and hegemonic control, but in a deeper 
sense, it promotes cultural identity. 

Globalization brought cultural differentiation, cultural convergence, and 
cultural hybridization (Pieterse, 1996). Each of these trends does not 
preclude the other as cultural homogeneity and heterogeneity are 
complementary (Cowen, 2002).While certain scholars admit that 
globalization originated from Western cultures, they, however, reject the 
idea that this phenomenon constitutes a homogenization of world cultures 
resulting from one-way exchanges. Rather, globalization generates rather a 
state of heterogeneity. The heterogenization view, which is also 
synonymous with differentiation, where cultures remain different one 
from another. Heterogenization represents “a process which leads to a 
more inwardly appearing world due to the intensification of flows across 
cultures” (Appadurai, 1996). Arjun Appadurai, an American 
anthropologist, in 1996, mentions five dimensions of global cultural flow - 

 Ethnoscapes- The landscapes of persons such as tourists, immigrants, 
refugees, and the movement of persons who affect the politics of a 
particular place.  

 Technoscapes - The global spread of technology both material and 
informational across boundaries. 

 Finanscapes - The rapid flow of money through currency markets and 
the stock exchange.  

 Mediascapes - The distribution of electronic capabilities like 
television, films to produce and disseminate information.  

 Ideoscapes - The exchange of ideologies and counter- ideologies 
which consists of notions of freedom, justice, rights, democracy, 
sovereignty. 

 

The homogenization perspective, also known as convergence, advances 
the possibility that local cultures can be shaped by other more powerful 
cultures or even a global culture (Ritzer, 2010). A common example here 
is the McDonald’s franchise system that has been able to successfully 
spread across borders and into the global marketplace.The McDonald's 
formula is successfulwas its understanding of the interaction between 
culture and economics. It emphasized the importance to consider cultural 
factors to extend its market efficiency, calculability, predictability, and 
control of both labor and its customers.In the hybridization view, external 
and internal flows interact to create a unique cultural hybrid that 
encompasses components of the two (Ritzer, 2010). The main concept of 
cultural hybridization is the continuous process of mixing or blending 
cultures. However, barriers to external flows exist; although they are 
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powerful enough to protect local cultures from being overwhelmed by 
external exchanges, they are not powerful enough to completely block 
external flows. 

Therefore, as globalization promotes the flow of cultural practices and 
norms along with cross-border exchanges of products and goods, both 
societies and organizations need to understand the cultural implications of 
these flows in hopes for better interaction with other cultures and more 
efficient management of international organizations. 

Cultural Turn and the New Cultural Geography 

Cultural turn is both a different understanding of culture and an increased 
appreciation of the importance of culture in understanding humans and 
their political and economic activities. Traditional geographers analyzed 
the impact of culture on landscape. This view of culture remained largely 
unquestioned in geography until recent years. The concept of cultural turn 
represents a critique of traditional cultural geography by a group of 
scholars in the late 1970s. This group of geographers sought to redefine 
cultural geography with a critique of the Berkeley School. The cultural 
turn has opened many new directions for human geographers. Much 
attention is paid to inequalities concerning variables like - language, 
religion, ethnicity, class, gender, and sexuality, as these are reflected in the 
landscape. The cultural turn invites us to explore more than cultures as 
ways of life and the visible landscapes related to them (the geographic 
expressions of culture). It invites us to explore culture as a process in 
which people are actively involved and landscapes as places are 
constructed by people (the spatial constitution of culture). Thus, the first 
reason for the interest indifference and inequality is the rethinking of 
culture, identity, and landscape. 

Before the advent of the cultural turn, traditional cultural geography was 
often referred to be based on the super-organic theory of culture i.e., it 
described the spatial patterns of culture but not the cultural patterns of 
individuals within a culture. In the new cultural geography, culture 
emerged as a more or less coherent system—as a set of ideas, texts, and 
symbols that give human lives meaning and gives them a leeway to 
express themselvesin public and private spaces. This broader view of 
culture allows human geographers to consider topics beyond the 
landscape. Thus, there is no single, fixed entity called culture but a 
plurality of cultures understood as those values that members of human 
groups share in particular places at particular times. Contemporary cultural 
geography stresses the fact that some groups of people are able, because of 
their position of dominance, to exercise power over other groups.  

1.8. SUMMARY 

Social geography is the branch of human geography that is most closely 
related to social theory in general and sociology in particular, dealing with 
the relation of social phenomena and their spatial components. Social 
geography can be considered a field created and cultivated by many 
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individual scholars. The branch of human geography answers to the same 
two questions, which refer to the spatial constitution of society on the one 
hand, and to the spatial expression of social processes on the other. The 
different conceptions of social geography have also been overlapping with 
other sub-fields of geography and, to a lesser extent, sociology. When the 
term emerged within the Anglo-American tradition during the 1960s, it 
was applied as a synonym for the search for patterns in the distribution of 
social groups, thus being closely connected to urban geography and urban 
sociology. In the 1970s, the focus of debate within American human 
geography lay on political-economic processes. While in the 1990s, 
geographical thought was heavily influenced by the "cultural turn". In the 
American tradition, the concept of cultural geography has a much more 
distinguished history than social geography and encompasses research 
areas that would be conceptualized as "social" elsewhere. In contrast, 
within some continental European traditions, social geography was and 
still is considered an approach to human geography rather than a sub-
discipline, or even as identical to human geography in general. 

Cultural geography is a subfield within human geography. Though the 
first traces of the study of different nations and cultures on Earth can be 
dated back to ancient geographers such as Ptolemy or Strabo, cultural 
geography as academic study firstly emerged as an alternative to the 
environmental determinist theories of the early 20th century. Cultural 
geography rather became interested in cultural landscapes. This was led by 
Carl O. Sauer at the University of California, Berkeley. As a result, 
cultural geography was long dominated by American geographers. 

Geographers drawing on this tradition see cultures and societies as 
developing out of their local landscapes but also shaping those landscapes. 
This interaction between the natural landscape and humans creates the 
cultural landscape. This understanding is a foundation of cultural 
geography but has been augmented over the past forty years with more 
nuanced and complex concepts of culture, drawn from a wide range of 
disciplines including anthropology, sociology, literary theory, human 
ecology,and feminism. No single definition of culture dominates within 
cultural geography. Today, cultural geography is one of the most dynamic 
subfields of human geography. Globalization, identity, mobility, and 
human-environment relations have all been examined by contemporary 
cultural geographers. 

1.9. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS/EXERCISE 

1. True or False (a – e) 
a. Acculturation is a dissociative social process. 
b. In 1932, French geographer CamillieVallaux, termed‘human 

geography’. 
c. Ethnic segregation is not prominent in the United States. 
d. The growth of the Hispanic population generated the formation of 

Spanish-speaking barrios in Los Angeles. 
e. English is the official language of Nigeria. 
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2. Fill in the blanks 
 

a. The term ethnocentrism was coined by _________________ in 
______. 

b. Cultural geography as academic study firstly emerged as an 
alternative to the ______________ theories. 

c. _______________ is the father of Cultural Geography.  
d. The _____________ changed Geography from an ideographic to 

a nomothetic science. 
e. The approach of ____________ developed during the period of 

the Critical Revolution in Geography. 
 

3. Multiple Choice Questions 
 

1. _____________ belong to the Ural-Altaic language family 
a. Hebrew 
b. Uzbek 
c. Pashto 
d. Kurdish 

 
2. There are _____ basic components of social well-being according 

to UNRISD 
a. 7 
b. 6 
c. 8 
d. 9 

 
3. Warsaw ghetto refers to _____________ quarters 

a. Parsis 
b. Polish 
c. Jewish 
d. Danish 

 
4. The term Cultural Landscape was coined by _____________ 

a. Vidal de la Blache 
b. Otto Schlüter 
c. Friedrich Ratzal 
d. Carl Sauer 

 
5. The most accurate representation of cultural unit from the highest 

to the lowest order is – 
a. Complex, Realm, Region, Trait 
b. Realm, Complex, Region, Trait 
c. Realm, Region, Complex, Trait 
d. Trait, Complex, Realm, Region 
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4. Answer the following Questions 
 

1. Critically explain the development of Social geography and its 
theories. 

2. What is included in the branch of Cultural Geography? How does 
traditional and new cultural geography differ? 

3. Broadly describe how the representatives of the cultural unit affect 
human activities and their space. 

4. What are the different ways in which cultural change is brought 
about? 

5. Religion and language are considered as the two important elements 
of society. Explain.  

1.10.ANSWERS TO THE SELF-LEARNING QUESTIONS 

1.a. False 

1.b. True 

1.c. False 

1.d. True 

1.e. True 

2.a. William Graham Sumner, 1906 

2.b. Environmental determinism 

2.c. Carl Sauer 

2.d. Quantitative revolution 

2.e. Radicalism  

3.1. b 

3.2. d 

3.3. c 

3.4. b 

3.5. b 

1.11. TECHNICAL WORDS AND THEIR MEANINGS 

 Segregation – The word derives from the Latin verb “to separate” or 
“to divide”. In the social sciences, it defines the separation of a group 
of people from the rest of the population. Segregation does not have to 
be a particular geographical phenomenon—it can involve any manner 
of separation—but it often takes geographical forms and is most 
apparent in cities where the social patterns of people are distinct. 

 
 Apartheid - An official policy of racial segregation formerly practiced 

in the Republic of South Africa, involving political, legal, and 
economic discrimination against nonwhites.  
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 Language family - This is a collection of manylanguages, all of which 
came from the same original tongue long ago. Since languages are not 
static but changecontinuously, two members of the same family may 
sound very different depending on how long ago they branchedoff. For 
example - Spanish, French and Italian, are all Romance languages – 
derivingfrom Latin. 

 
 Lingua-Franca – It is a language used among speakers of different 

languages for trade and commerce. It can be a single language or a 
combination of two or more languages. English is unquestionably the 
world’s dominant language in commerce, trade, scholarly publications, 
airlines, international finance, and tourism. 

 
 Official language- is often selected by theeducated and politically 

elite of a country to promote national cohesion. 
 

 Minority language - A language spoken by aminority group in a state 
inwhich the majority of thepopulation speaks anotherlanguage; may or 
may notbe an official language. 

 
 Social space - The combined use and perception of space by distinct 

social groups, as opposed to personal space. Social space is produced 
by societies according to the spatial practices that exist within the 
society. The produced space is a set of relations between objects 
within the space.  

1.12. TASK 

1. Do you think cultural globalization (i.e. the homogenization of culture 
on a global scale) is a good thing? What would be the advantages and 
disadvantages of there being a single culture? 

2. Prepare a world map of language families.  
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2 
GEOGRAPHY AND DIFFERENCE: 

MARGINALISATION AND EXCLUSION 

 

After going through this chapter, you will be able to understand the 
following features 

2.1. Objectives 

2.2. Introduction 

2.3. Subject Discussion 

2.4. Social inequality and social stratification-the ‘difference’ between 
‘self’ and ‘other’ 

2.5. Social execution of ‘difference’ and exclusion-religious and ethnic 
identities 

2.6. Imagining local, regional and national identities 

2.7. Multicultural spaces 

2.8. Cultural Pluralism and identity politics in India 

2.9. Spaces of contestations and conflicts- Poverty and Living in Ghettos 
and slums in Globalising cities 

2.10. Gentrification, displacement and right to the city 

2.11. SEZ s in India- Issues of right to livelihood 

2.12. Summary 

2.13. Check your Progress/ Exercise 

2.14. Answers to the Self-learning Questions 

2.15. Technical words and their meaning 

2.16. Task 

2.17. Reference for further study 

2.1. OBJECTIVES 

By the end of this unit, you will be able to: 

● Learn the concepts of social inequality and social stratification 

● Understand the social execution of difference and exclusion and its 
association with religious and ethnic identities 

● Discussing the imaging of local, regional and national identities 

● Recognizing the role of multi-cultural spaces 
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● Understanding the cultural pluralism and its role in identity politics in 
India 

● Learn the spaces of contestations and conflicts 

● Discuss poverty and living in ghettos and slums in globalising cities 

● Learn about Gentrification, displacement, and right to the city 

● Understand the issues of the right to livelihood due to SEZs in India 

2.2. INTRODUCTION 

The topics of social inequality and social stratification will be covered in 
this unit. The social manifestations of difference and exclusion, as well as 
their connections to religious and ethnic identities, will be studied. The 
aspect of multi-cultural places, as well as the imaging of multiple 
identities, will be explored. The relationship between cultural pluralism 
and identity politics shall be discussed. The spaces of contestation and 
conflicts shall be discussed concerning poverty and living in slum areas in 
globalising cities. Gentrification leading to displacement and the right to 
the city shall be discussed. The SEZs in India and issues of the right to 
livelihood shall be discussed.  

2.3. SUBJECT DISCUSSION 

The act of marginalisation occurs when someone or something is treated 
as unimportant. It's been a common occurrence in human societies. 
Individuals and social groups are demoted to lower and unequal social 
statuses. People are separated into two social classes: upper and lower. 
The person who belongs to the lowest social strata is denied the 
opportunity to participate in society on an equal footing. This societal 
separation based on area, religion, race, and other factors frequently 
results in conflicts based on these identities. Due to India's pluralism, the 
advantage of these conflicts frequently leads to identity politics. 

Society's conflicts are linked to the concept of space. Inequality and living 
in deplorable conditions plague slum areas and ghettos in globalising 
cities. The concept of gentrification has emerged as a result of 
urbanisation, which has resulted in the relocation of people from 
metropolitan areas to adjacent areas, robbing them of their right to live in a 
metropolis. Another issue related to the right to livelihood in India is 
Special Economic Zones (SEZs). 

2.4. SOCIAL INEQUALITY AND SOCIAL 
STRATIFICATION-THE ‘DIFFERENCE’ 
BETWEEN ‘SELF’ AND ‘OTHER’ 

Social inequality is the state of unequal distribution of valued goods and 
opportunities.  All societies today have social inequality. Most of us are 
accustomed to thinking of stratification as economic inequality. For 
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example, we can compare wages in the United States to wages in India. 
But, social inequality is also associated with inequality based on race, 
gender, religion etc.  

The term social stratification refers to an institutionalised system of 
social inequality. It describes a condition in which social inequality's 
divisions and relationships have solidified into a system that dictates who 
gets what, when, and why. Within societies, social stratification is a 
system of ranking individuals and organisations. The word "stratification" 
is derived from the distinct horizontal layers found in the rock known as 
"strata," which serve as a visual representation of the societal organisation. 
People make up society's layers, and society's resources are divided 
unevenly throughout the layers. The top layer of the social stratification 
structure is made up of those with more resources. The lower levels of our 
society are made up of people who have progressively fewer resources. 
People make up society's layers, and society's resources are divided 
unevenly throughout the layers. The top layer of the social stratification 
structure is made up of those with more resources. The bottom tiers of our 
society are made up of people who have fewer resources. It is the 
classification of a society's citizens into socioeconomic levels based on 
variables such as wealth, income, race, education, power, and so on. 

Social stratification has always existed in every society. Each tier of 
society does not have an equal number of people. There are usually few at 
the top and numerous at the bottom, with some levels in the middle that is 
more densely occupied. stratified societies use a system of ranking 
according to the following: 

•  Wealth, or how much of a person's societal resources he or she owns; 
income and property, is an element of social class in stratified societies. 

•  Prestige, which refers to the level of respect a person's position in 
society inspires; and  

•  Power, which refers to a person's ability to lead others as a result of the 
preceding factors. 

The distinction between self and 'others' is created by social groups. 
Members of other communities are viewed as competitors. Categorising 
ourselves and others in groups. It includes the in-group and out-group.  

1. In-group: Individuals of the same group (categorised on any basis) are 
a part of a group  

2. Out-group: The distinction between'self' and 'others' is created by 
social groups.  

The in-group seeks to improve the group's image, which is a crucial aspect 
of identity building. The in-group makes an effort to outperform the out-
group. This maximises the difference between the in-group and out-group. 
It creates more positive thinking about the in-group and negative thinking 
about the out-group. During this process, social groupings compete for 
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resources and try to establish dominance over one another. This becomes a 
root cause of societal violence. Learning about social attachments such as 
education, occupation, caste, and community are all part of the identity 
development process. Others are an important aspect of one's identity. 
Extending one's boundaries to include others. Differentiation and diversity 
should be accepted in a modern and civilised society. There is a need to 
increase intergroup contact to be able to look at similarities between 
groups  

2.5.  SOCIAL EXECUTION OF ‘DIFFERENCE’ AND 
EXCLUSION-RELIGIOUS AND ETHNIC 
IDENTITIES 

Social exclusion is a term used to explain how certain groups are 
systematically disadvantaged as a result of discrimination based on 
ethnicity, race, religion, sexual orientation, caste, gender, age, disability, 
HIV status, migrant status, or where they live. Discrimination occurs in 
both public and private organisations, such as the legal system, education, 
and health care, as well as in social institutions such as the household. 
Social exclusion is multi-dimensional: 

▪ It encompasses social, political, cultural and economic dimensions, 
and  

▪ It operates at various social levels. 

▪  It is dynamic, in that it impacts people in various ways and to 
differing degrees over time.  

▪ It is also relational: it is the product of unequal power relations in 
social interactions.  

Forms of Social exclusion 

The different forms of social exclusion include political, spatial, 
economic, social and cultural. Political exclusion includes the denial of 
citizenship rights such as political participation and the right to organise, 
as also as personal security, the rule of law, freedom of expression and 
equality of opportunity. Economic exclusion includesa lack of access to 
labour markets, credit and other forms of ‘capital assets. Social exclusion 
may take the form of discrimination which reduce the opportunity to gain 
access to social services and limits their participation in the labour market. 
Cultural exclusion refers to the extent to which diverse values, norms and 
ways of living are accepted and respected.  

Exclusion based on spatial factors 

Disparities between rural and urban areas are examples of spatial 
inequalities. Between locations that are geographically advantaged and 
those that are geographically disadvantaged. The geographical 
disadvantage can be caused by a location's remoteness, making it 
physically impossible for its residents to engage in larger socioeconomic 
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processes. It may function through the isolation of urban environments 
and the ‘subcultures’ of violence, criminality, drug addiction, and filth 
(uncleanness) that may often be found in slums and excluded areas. In 
some cases, ghettos of marginalised religious or ethnic groups can form as 
the direct result of communal violence. In many countries, these 
disparities are increasing partly as a consequence of the uneven impact of 
trade and globalisation. These disparities are particularly worrying where 
they overlap with political or ethnic divisions.  

The spatial dimension of exclusion cannot be entirely separated from its 
resource and identity dimensions since it is usually culturally and 
economically marginalised groups that inhabit physically deprived spaces. 
Activities of economic and political importance are often concentrated in 
urban centres. These centres also benefit from a constant inflow of new 
material, financial and human resources from the peripheries. Government 
policies can also be biased towards these areas. As a result of this, and the 
constant leakage of resources to the central regions, peripheral areas often 
have difficulty in self-sustaining economic development.  

For Example, an increase in opportunities for vocational education has 
happened exclusively in cities, which rural students cannot easily access. 
Vulnerable groups can become concentrated in areas of low investment, 
poor land and lack of opportunities. These areas include slums, which 
often lack health and education services, as well as infrastructure. Not 
only do slums house vulnerable people, but they are also inherently 
vulnerable places  

Impacts of Social exclusion 

Social exclusion can have a severe impact on societies and communities 
living in it. The excluded group shall remain deprived of their basic right 
and thereby live in poverty. The communities shall live in poor and 
unhygienic conditions. Their exclusion will also cause problems in access 
to health and educational facilities. Where the deprived group has no 
access to educational institutions and the group remains illiterate. Illiteracy 
and poverty shall further lead to excluding the deprived communities. The 
exclusion of access to health facilities will affect the health of the 
community. The inequalities caused to the excluded community will cause 
conflicts with other communities. This would cause violent conflicts 
between the communities. 

Religious and Cultural Identities 

Identity is “people’s concepts of who they are, of what sort of people they 
are, and how they relate to others” (Hogg and Abrams 1988). “Identity is 
described as the way individuals and groups define themselves and are 
defined by others based on race, ethnicity, religion, language, and culture” 
(Deng 1995,).  

Religious and ethnic identities are often shaped by more specific causes 
and circumstances and may not always have the same meaning. Religion 
can have an important role in one's identity. Religion is derived from a 
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Latin term that means "to bind or tie together." Religion is defined as "an 
organised system of beliefs and rituals centred on a supernatural person or 
entities," according to modern dictionaries. Belonging to a religion entails 
more than just sharing beliefs and performing rituals; it also entails being a 
part of a community and, in certain cases, a culture. Religious identity 
refers to how people build their religious and/or spiritual identities 
throughout their lives. Ethnic identity is separate from one's identity as an 
individual, although the two may reciprocally influence each other. It is 
defined by language, custom, religion, race and territory. In other words, 
ethnicity is primordial. It means that people would favour members of 
their group if they had to choose between outsiders and their fellow group 
members. Conflict is thus inevitable when a country is inhabited by more 
than one ethnic/ religious groups 

Exclusion is linked to the recognition of social identities, resource 
allocations and power relations. Social exclusion refers to both individual 
exclusion and group exclusion from society, other groups or individuals. It 
results in the denial of access to opportunities, public goods, public offices 
and institutions and self-respect in the public spheres. It is argued that 
“social exclusion is about the inability of our society to keep all groups 
and individuals within reach of what we expect as a society or to release 
their full potentials. The issue of social exclusion is usually related to the 
problem of equal opportunity. Social exclusion, in many cases, leads to 
identity assertion which in turn causes conflict, sometimes violence. 
Social exclusion leads to crises at an individual level, societal level, 
national level and international level. Individual self cannot be located 
within the community which is facing some level of an identity crisis. 

The denial of the right to practice one’s religion freely or at least equally. 
A religious group may exclude its members from many of its important 
practices. This is called internal religious exclusion. For example, In India, 
the practice of untouchability excludes Dalits from Hindu temples.  

Ethnicity and exclusion note that ethnic differences can result in reduced 
access to and accumulation of assets and goods, and that exclusion can 
affect the return on those assets in the labour market. This can have 
important implications for poverty and wellbeing. Ethnic exclusion can 
result from discriminatory institutional rules, as well as social attitudes 
and practices. 

For example, the Assam Movement of 1979-84 was against illegal 
migration and the protection of Assamese identity. The Naga movement 
can be seen in the context of the crisis of Naga identity. The Mizo 
movement was the outcome of the neglect of Central and state 
governments during the famine.Four categories of ethnic conflicts can be 
distinguished, based on a group’s objectives, 

Separatist Movements: Separatist types of conflicts can take two forms: 
secession (isolation) and internal autonomy. Example-Sri Lankan Civil 
War lies in the continuous political rancour between the majority 
Sinhalese and the minority Tamils, and the preference given to Sinhalese 
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by the government in the policies enacted. The use of Sinhalese as the 
official language in Sri Lanka, the adoption of Buddhism as the state 
religion, and discrimination in educational opportunities, job allocation 
and government appointments has been the reason for the war between the 
two communities. 

Competition for resources: Ethnic groups pursue their claims within an 
existing state structure. The aim is not to create an alternative state but to 
either capture the existing state or improve access to it. 

Struggles of indigenous peoples: Conflicts of this type relate to the rights 
of indigenous peoples and revolve around land issues and the protection of 
indigenous cultures and languages. Many indigenous groups have been 
exterminated, their lands have been confiscated, and their cultures and 
languages have been degraded. For example, In Assam, The Bodo claim 
that the Muslims, most of whom are migrants from Bangladesh, is taking 
away their land. Competition over land and natural resources has been one 
of the main causes of ethnic conflicts in Assam. 

Minority rights: Conflicts over minority rights and migration. For 
example, there has been a major source of tension between host 
communities and immigrant groups, particularly Muslim Algerians in 
France, Muslim Turks in Germany, and Sikhs and Muslim Pakistanis in 
the United Kingdom, who tend to rely on their cultures to insert 
themselves into the new societies. Racist-inspired violence has been on the 
increase in many European cities and anti-immigrant and racist parties are 
gaining electoral strength in several European countries. 

2.6. IMAGINING LOCAL, REGIONAL AND NATIONAL 
IDENTITIES 

Imaging is to form or have a mental picture or idea of something. It is 
to believe that something is probably true. It means to think that 
something exists or is true, although it is not real or true (Cambridge 
Dictionary).  

Human imagination, with all its institutional elements, is an integral part 
of regional identity construction. Considering regions ‘imaginative’ is not 
about underscoring the essence of activeness, but rather about emphasising 
the relevance of the man’s power to imagine and narrate history on one’s 
terms. The connection between human imagination, creativity and 
(socio)spatiality has been recognized and studied in human geography for 
many decades (Sharp 1904; Baker 1931; Meinig 1983) 

Spatiality, regionality, bordering, mapping – they all become meaningful, 
contextualised and conceptualised through human imagination. 
Imagination is not about fiction, about “inventing” new empirically non-
existent subjects, but rather about the individual urge and creativeness of 
the human mind to narrativize the social, cultural and political 
environment within which we live. The role of human imagination is 
crucial in terms of how regional identities become established and 
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meaningful: identities are narrations, constructed through imagination 
(Somers 1994). 

In the 1960s it was discovered in the context of regional geography how 
fluently novelists were capable of describing regional ‘personalities’ and 
how by that means literature can provide an invaluable research ‘database’ 
for geography (Gilbert 1960; Paterson 1965). 

An imagined community is a concept developed by Benedict Anderson in 
his 1983 book Imagined Communities, to analyse nationalism. Anderson 
depicts a nation as a socially constructed community, imagined by the 
people who perceive themselves as part of that group. Anderson’s (1991) 
book Imagined Communities in which it is argued that the existence of the 
state would be impossible without a shared social imagination and that 
although the members of a nation will never know most of their fellow 
members, they nevertheless have a shared image and sense of belonging to 
the same community. 

Wenger (1998) included imagination as one of the core elements that 
enable people to learn and engage in a community. He argued that to join 
a community, people not only socially participate in various tangible 
communities of practice, but also rely on their imagination to “include in 
our [their] identities other meanings, other possibilities, other 
perspectives” to create a “mode of belonging”. Kanno and Norton (2003) 
pointed out the necessity to distinguish imagination from fantasies.  

Imagination that learners create, according to them, is not wishful thinking 
that separates one from reality and that can hardly be realized; rather, it is 
“hopeful imagination” in which rules and regulations exist and guide the 
learner’s behaviour. Namely, it is the mental vision of a more desirable 
and possible future that facilitates the planning and regulation of the 
learners’ learning behaviour and thus may lead to a change in their 
identities and learning trajectories (Kanno & Norton, 2003; Norton, 2001).  

2.7. MULTICULTURAL SPACES 

The multicultural concept has come about due to the international 
migration that is changing demographics all over the world. Cities around 
the world are increasingly becoming more diverse and complex due to the 
phenomenon of migration and as the pace increases. People migrate to 
receive better living, work and study opportunities. Oceania, mainly 
comprising Australia and New Zealand, has the highest population of 
immigrants (Castles et al., 2014), and New Zealand is one of the countries 
in which ethnic diversity is rapidly increasing.  

When people from diverse cultures migrate to another country, they bring 
many characteristics of their culture with them. Thus, the culture becomes 
“a symbolic legacy of the previous situation” (Lang, 1987). To understand 
multiculturalism, first, we need to understand the concept of culture.  

From an anthropological point of view, culture is described as a 
“particular way of life, which expresses certain meanings and values not 
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only in art and learning but also in institutions and ordinary behaviour” 
(Williams, 1961). Culture and cultural values influence the preferences of 
people and the choices they make in different environments. 

Multiculturalism is defined as the existence, acceptance, or promotion of 
multiple cultural traditions within a single jurisdiction. It is usually 
considered in terms of the culture associated with an ethnic group. 
Multicultural integration is recognizing the diversity and differences of 
people from different cultural backgrounds who may value public places 
quite differently. 

Novica (2001), draws the stories and traditions of different cultural 
groups. This cultural richness can open our hearts and minds to different 
ways of seeing and experiencing public places. This can tell us something 
about how people adapt their traditions to different circumstances in a new 
country. These debates originate from the fact that in recent decades, 
societies have become multicultural (Binyi and Mwanza, 2014).  

Generally, public places are exposed to social diversity.  These places can 
enable the understanding of social plurality. Public markets, playgrounds, 
boardwalks, streets, and beaches are the most successful types of 
"multicultural spaces" because they can foster the kind of organic 
interaction between people. Studies conclude that the most successful 
multicultural places are those which are characterised by the social 
interaction of diverse groups. This can be maintained and enhanced by 
providing safe, spatially adequate territories for everyone within a larger 
space of the overall site (Low and Taplin, 2005). 

Multi-cultural spaces are important places where different people can mix 
and where other people can spend time cultivating relationships with 
others in their unique cultural groups. The term multiculturalism is used to 
refer to differences derived from the structure of culture, ie, culturally 
rooted differences. The concept of multiculturalism carries the idea of co-
existence between more than one cultural manifestation within the same 
community. When societies have different cultural expressions, this is 
reflected in the emergence of different social dynamics among these 
cultural entities. In most cases, these relationships reflect dynamics 
between the majority and the minority. However, the concept of 
multiculturalism has become a societal value and is a guiding value that 
will provide a kind of road map for the social, cultural and institutional 
organisation of our contemporary societies. Cultural concepts that exist in 
almost all societies A societal value that can serve as a political tool that 
provides legitimacy to multiple cultural groups in their struggle for their 
existence in the communities in which they live, A tool for interpreting 
and reinterpreting basic legal principles and rights in multicultural 
societies. 
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2.8. CULTURAL PLURALISM AND IDENTITY 
POLITICS IN INDIA 

In any country we find people having different religions, castes, creeds, 
races, and above all, following different ways of life, having their own 
cultures and ethnic identities. Such a country is culturally plural. Pluralism 
is a pattern or a system in which people of different faiths, religions, 
castes, creeds can all work and live together, retaining proudly their faith 
and identity and sharing the common bond of being, either by birth or 
choice. Plural culture means the coexistence of several sub-cultures within 
a given society on equal terms. In such a pluralistic culture, the validity of 
various subcultures is recognized. Cultural Pluralism can be defined as an 
arrangement in a society where multiple smaller cultures assimilate into 
mainstream society but also maintain their cultural uniqueness without 
being homogenised by the dominant culture. 

India has evolved as a plural society. It is a repository of a multiplicity of 
cultures –a synthesis of diverse social and cultural elements. A grand 
synthesis of cultures, religions and languages of the people converged on 
this land. Some of the important components of its pluralism include: race, 
language, religion, caste, festivals, cuisines, art forms, common political 
culture 

The demography of India is one of the most complexes in the world. With 
22 official languages, more than 2,000 ethnic groups, and every major 
world religion represented, democratic governance is both enriched and 
challenged by this diversity. States have been divided based on languages 

Identity politics refers to political positions based on the interests and 
perspectives of social groups with which people identify. Identity politics 
includes how people’s politics may be shaped by aspects of their identity 
through loosely correlated social organizations. Examples include social 
organizations based on age, social class or caste, culture, dialect, 
disability, education, ethnicity, language, nationality, sex and gender 
identity. 

The term Identity Politics was coined by the Combahee River Collective 
who were a group of women working towards the active participation of 
Black women in politics back in 1977. The term connotes a wide range of 
political activities and theoretical analysis of circumstances of injustice or 
oppression of certain social groups and their attempts to reclaim a higher 
self -determination and political freedom to participate in society on equal 
terms with other members of the society.  

The rise of low castes, religious identities and linguistic groups have 
contributed to the significance of identity politics in India. Identity politics 
thus attempts to attain empowerment, representation and recognition of 
social groups. In India, we find that despite the adoption of a liberal 
democratic polity after independence, communities and collective 
identities have remained powerful and continue to claim recognition.   
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i) Caste: Caste has become an important determinant in Indian society and 
politics. Caste identities have resulted not only in the empowerment of 
newly emerging groups but have increased the intensity of confrontational 
politics and possibly led to a growing crisis of governability. For example, 
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)- Formed in 1984, BSP is a political party 
representing the people on the lowest ranks in the Hindu hierarchy (SC, 
ST and OBC) as well as other religious and social minorities. BSP 
opposes and criticises the inequalities of the caste system. 

ii) Religion: Identity schemes based on religion have become a major 
source of conflict not only in the international context but also become a 
challenge for Indian democracy and secularism. For example, Hindus are 
considered to be the majority, which inspires many Hindu loyalist groups 
like the RSS (Rashtriya Swayam Sevak Sangh) and political parties like 
the BJP (Bharatiya Janata Party) or the Hindu Mahasabha to claim that 
India is a Hindu State. 

iii) Language: Language becomes an important premise on which group 
identities are organised. The result of recognition for linguistic groups has 
disembodied the feelings of national unity and national spirit. The 
linguistic divisions have been complicated by the lack of a uniform 
language policy for the entire country. Tensions between Maharashtra and 
Karnataka over the district of Belgaum or even the claims of the Nagas to 
parts of Manipur 

Impact on Identity politics 

The impact of identity politics can be seen in the formation of a 
government based on identity and ideology. The rise of dominant political 
parties has originated in identity politics in many states. The rise of 
regional and state parties is one of the consequences of identity politics in 
India. For eg BSP, Shiv Sena etc. Identity politics has made a considerable 
impact on international relations more on neighbouring countries. One can 
see the impact of Tamil identity politics on India - Srilanka relations. 
Identity politics led by caste groups is at its peak in India today. Agitation 
of the third gender community. This is a positive development and it has 
led to the passage of protective legislation for the third gender community. 
Identity politics has also led to vote bank politics where political parties 
focus mainly on the needs of particular social groups.  

Positive Impact: Political parties could focus on particular sections 
deprived of political power and economic opportunities in society. 
Increase in political awareness among marginalised and weaker sections 
of society. Identity politics has also given better representation to socially 
discriminated classes and minorities. 

Negative Impact: Identity politics has sowed the seeds of hatred and 
enmity among different sections of society based on castes, religion, 
ethnicity etc. Identity politics is responsible for limited or narrow-minded 
views of the citizens and political parties. Identity politics is responsible 
for divisive tendencies and could lead to separatist tendencies. For 
example, the Khalistan movement. 
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2.9. SPACES OF CONTESTATIONS AND CONFLICTS-
POVERTY AND LIVING IN GHETTOS AND 
SLUMS IN GLOBALIZING CITIES 

Conflicts are everyday situations and experiences with which people have 
to cope. People who live in a multicultural society have different views 
about each other. In multi-cultural spaces, there can be contestations and 
conflicts. Conflicts associated with space. Urban life plays an important 
role in modern societies. Economic and political power is often 
concentrated in cities but cities also frequently have symbolic importance. 
Public urban spaces become places of social interaction. Urban spaces, 
therefore, are often implicated in conflicts with ethnic and national 
divisions. Public spaces become places of contested spaces. 

Urbanisation refers to the mass movement of populations from rural to 
urban settings and the consequent physical changes to urban settings. In 
2019, the United Nations estimated that more than half the world’s 
population (4.2 billion people) now live in urban areas and by 2041, this 
figure will increase to 6 billion people. Urbanization has long been 
associated with human development and progress, but urban settings can 
also lead to significant inequalities and health problems. It has led to the 
development of slums or ghettos. Both words are used to refer to an urban 
area, or part of a city, where poor people usually live. Both words also 
have a negative connotation or feel to them. No one wants to be known to 
live in a ghetto or a slum. The words are very similar and often used 
interchangeably by native English speakers, but there is a slight difference 
in their meaning. 

Ghetto v/s Slum 

A ghetto refers to a part of a city where members of a particular ethnic 
group, culture or race live. Social, economic even legal government  
pressure sometimes forces groups of people to stay within a certain area in 
a city forming a ghetto. Within a city, a ghetto has an inferior status or 
undesirable quality of life. Slum also refers to a poor area of a city. ‘Slum’ 
does not have as much to do with the type of people that live there, rather 
the conditions they live in. A slum is a dirty, densely populated housing 
area for people that live in poverty. The buildings are in poor condition 
and there is no order to anything. Ghetto and ‘slum’ are very similar, they 
are different. ghetto has to do with the type of people who live there, and a 
slum has to do with the surroundings of the area. 

The 1990s saw expanded trade, new communications technologies, 
cheaper production and increased capital flows. This has been a decade of 
prosperity and social justice.  As agricultural productivity improved, 
people moved to the cities to find work. Instead of being a focus of 
growth, cities have become hubs for surplus populations working in 
unskilled, unprotected and low wage jobs. Periods of ‘boom and bust’ 
have a strong correlation with urban in-migration and with the 
development of slum areas. Instead of greater equality, the gap between 
rich and poor increased. Tapping into new markets became easier and 
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accessing cheaper skilled labour from the developing world became the 
norm. Initially bridging the gap between the developing world seemed 
hopeful and prosperous, however, despite the benefits of globalisation, it 
made inequality and poverty a global phenomenon. As developing nations 
opened their economies to globalisation, the ideas of progressive taxation, 
social safety nets and labour regulation gradually became impacted. 

Most of the world’s largest slums seem to be located across the developing 
world, and as urbanisation increases so does inequality. In the future slums 
won’t just be an inevitable challenge, they will start to become obstacles 
in the way of achieving sustainable development goals. The following 
characteristics are associated with slum areas which include: 

● Rural-urban migration 

● Poor housing 

● Poor infrastructure 

● Social exclusion 

● Informal sector 

● Poverty 

● Social conflicts 

Following these developments, lower-income people from the developing 
world found themselves rushing toward the informal sector just to survive. 
Slum-dwellers could no longer earn a decent living and the number of 
families living below the poverty line in urban areas started increasing as 
the city’s wealthy inhabitants only got richer. Gradually, the quality of life 
in slum areas would deteriorate due to overcrowding and the cycle would 
trap more and more people. This is why the unequal distribution of 
different classes of people, particularly in cyclical phases of the recession 
has therefore been known to spur the development of slums. 

This trend can also be seen in the developing world as more of these 
newly emerging economies find themselves inclined to engage in a 
common global formula for trade and wealth generation. The developing 
world hosts the major part of the world’s working-age population. Under-
employment and unemployment in rural areas have spurred major 
migration patterns to the cities where the informal economy has somewhat 
provided livelihood to the distressed lot so far. The issue is gradually 
emerging as a trend based on a lack of policy approach. 

For example, the Dharavi slum of Mumbai – now one of the largest slums 
in India, used to be a village referred to as Koliwadas. In 1887, the British 
colonial government expelled all tanneries, other noxious industries and 
poor natives who worked in the peninsular part of the city and colonial 
housing area, to what was back then the northern fringe of the city – a 
settlement now called Dharavi. This settlement attracted no colonial 
supervision or investment in terms of road infrastructure, sanitation, public 
services or housing. The poor moved into Dharavi, found work as servants 
in colonial offices and homes and the foreign-owned tanneries and other 
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polluting industries near Dharavi. To live, the poorly built shantytowns 
within easy commuting to work. 

2.10  GENTRIFICATION, DISPLACEMENT AND 
RIGHT TO THE CITY 

The Merriam-Webster definition of Gentrification is – the process of 
renovating deteriorated urban neighbourhoods through the influx of more 
middle-class residents into that area. It is a process of neighbourhood 
change that includes an economic change in a historically disinvested 
neighbourhood —utilizing real estate investment and new higher-income 
residents moving in - as well as demographic change - not only in terms of 
income level but also in terms of changes in the education level or racial 
make-up of residents. 

The term “gentrification” was first coined in the 1960s by British 
sociologist Ruth Glass (1964) to describe the displacement of the working-
class residents of London neighbourhoods by middle-class newcomers. 
The process of gentrification is now a global phenomenon and is no longer 
confined to cities. Communities all over the world are experiencing mass 
societal development, often accompanied by restored housing, business 
investments, the formation of new infrastructure and public services such 
as coffee shops and parks. The purpose of business investment in 
neighbourhood revitalization is the production of social capital. Social 
capital is defined as “the interpersonal relationships, institutions, and other 
social assets of a society or group that can be used to gain an advantage.”  
Successful social capital and economic opportunities strongly attract and 
dictate where families choose to reside. In terms of gentrification, social 
capital is an advertising tool to attract more affluent families into 
revitalised areas. 

Negative implications of gentrification, most notably displacement, 
complicate and in many cases outweigh the benefits. Gentrification-
induced displacement (GID) describes how residents may be forced to 
leave their homes as a result of increased housing costs, housing 
demolition, evictions, and ownership conversion of rental units. During 
the progression of GID, increased housing opportunities in gentrifying 
neighbourhoods are more likely to be rented by middle-income 
households, thus gradually decreasing the quantity of low-income renters. 
Eventually, these neighbourhoods become unaffordable to low-income 
residents, and force these lower-income residents to secure living in a less 
expensive neighbourhood; these neighbours likely suffer from issues such 
as underdevelopment and poverty. Direct displacement occurs when 
residents can no longer afford to remain in their homes due to rising 
housing costs. Residents may also be forced out by lease non-renewals, 
evictions, eminent domain, or physical conditions that render homes 
uninhabitable as investors await redevelopment opportunities. While 
displacement occurs routinely in low-income neighbourhoods, when it 
occurs in the context of new development and an influx of wealthier 
residents, the displacement becomes a characteristic of gentrification. 
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Indirect displacement refers to changes in who is moving into a 
neighbourhood as low-income residents move out.  In a gentrifying 
neighbourhood, when homes are vacated by low-income residents, other 
low-income residents cannot afford to move in because rents and sales 
prices have increased. This is also called exclusionary displacement. Low-
income residents can also be excluded as a result of discriminatory 
policies or changes in land use or zoning that foster a change in the 
character of residential development, 

Cultural displacement occurs as the scale of residential change advances. 
Shops and services shift to focus on new residents, the character of the 
neighbourhood is transformed, and the remaining residents may feel a 
sense of dislocation despite remaining in the neighbourhood. 
Displacement impedes the human rights of those forced from their home 
neighbourhoods.  

Right to City 

The right to adequate housing is addressed in both the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights(UDHR) and the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, specifically stating that “everyone 
has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being 
of himself and his family, including food, clothing, [and] housing”  

GID is both a human rights violation and an environmental justice issue. 
From a global context, the process of gentrification discriminates against 
and targets minorities and low-income populations in society. 
Marginalised populations do not have the political and economic influence 
to defend their families and communities from displacement. GID 
compounds these issues of marginalisation, thereby multiplying the effects 
of structural violence on these vulnerable populations. The impact of 
gentrification includes: 

 Separation of low-income families from their communities 
 Higher transportation costs,  
 Loss of jobs and income, and,  
 Decline in the school performance of children’s 
 A compounding of the problems that cause people to live in poor 

neighbourhoods in the first place.  

Example 

Mumbai was once the city of 58 textile mills (Ghag 2006). The process of 
deindustrialization led to the gradual and eventual closure of the mills 
from the mid-1980s onwards, giving scope for a new landscape to emerge 
in the mill district. Service sector firms, information technology industries, 
media and advertising, finance, and the creative sector occupied the mill 
compounds and factory buildings, emerging new growth in these 
localities. Shopping malls, restaurants, pubs, nightclubs, art galleries, 
high-end furniture stores, designer shops, and other entertainment hotspots 
became the main mantra of the city branding process. Simultaneously, the 
area also witnessed the growth of several gated residential complexes, as 
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real estate players moved in to construct luxury housing in the newly 
available spaces close to the city’s old and new central business districts 
and elite residential areas. 

Prabhadevi, Mumbai 

In Prabhadevi, Mumbai, gentrification gained prominence after the decline 
of textile mills. Post-industrial policies resulted in the sale of mill lands for 
large amounts of money to private developers. Gradually, the huge mill 
landmass in the main part of the city became a central region for 
gentrification as land transformed from mills to malls, and eventually 
towers. From 2000 to 2001, the area around standard mills was surrounded 
by 4 slums in which thousands of families resided. After the mills closed, 
some of the population left the area in search of employment in the 
suburbs while other families stayed in the area. From 2004 to 2005, the 
mill lands in Prabhadevi, Mumbai were sold to private corporate builders 
and the remaining agricultural land was redeveloped into high end 
commercial or residential buildings. Land value and infrastructure 
continue to develop in this area, and consequently, by the end of the year 
2015, 3 out of 4 slums were converted into Slum 
rehabilitation (SRA) buildings. The revitalization of these slums into high-
rise towers attracted more affluent populations. In 20 years, Prabhadevi 
underwent a revolution from a rural slum to the downtown and 
cosmopolitan landmark of the city. The rapid development of the city also 
contributed to the rent gap between residents. The high-rise towers 
developing in this area are leased exclusively to the upper-class and elite. 

2.11. SEZ S IN INDIA- ISSUES OF RIGHT TO 
LIVELIHOOD 

India was one of the first in Asia to recognize the effectiveness of the 
Export Processing Zone (EPZ) model in promoting exports, with Asia's 
first EPZ set up in Kandla in 1965. To overcome the shortcomings 
experienced on account of the multiplicity of controls and clearances; 
absence of world-class infrastructure, and an unstable fiscal regime, and to 
attract larger foreign investments in India, the Special Economic Zones 
(SEZs) Policy was announced in April 2000. The government’s SEZs are 
structured closely on China’s successful model. They are designed to 
encourage domestic and foreign investment, boost India’s exports, and 
create new employment opportunities. 

According to the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, the Special 
Economic Zone (SEZ) policy in India first came into inception on April 1, 
2000, and the Special Economic Zones Act, 2005, was then passed by 
Parliament in May 2005 which received Presidential assent on the 23rd of 
June, 2005. The SEZ Rules, 2006 came into effect on 10th February 2006.  

The prime objective was to enhance foreign investment and provide an 
internationally competitive and hassle-free environment for exports. The 
idea was to promote exports from the country and realise the need that a 
level playing field must be made available to the domestic enterprises and 
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manufacturers to be competitive globally. The objectives of SEZs 
included: 

 Generation of additional economic activity 
 Promotion of exports of goods and services 
 Promotion of investment from domestic and foreign sources 
 Development of infrastructure facilities 
 Creation of employment opportunities 

Issues of Land and livelihood 

The land is by far the most contentious issue surrounding large SEZ 
projects, as it crystallises other major development issues, notably 
livelihoods. Conversion of agricultural land, grazing land, converted to 
SEZs. The conversion of agricultural or grazing lands into manufacturing 
or service units does not necessarily provide employment opportunities for 
those who have lost their land, in practice it usually does not.  Nor receive 
compensation; Moreover, property rights are not always clearly defined in 
India: farmers may not hold legal titles to the ground they till, nor 
livestock breeders and forests dwellers for the lands they exploit for 
livelihood, and then there are numerous cases of collective ownership, 
especially in the case of indigenous “tribal” groups. Exacerbating regional 
inequalities, both between and within states, is another contentious issue 
surrounding SEZ policy.  There are no restrictions on where SEZs can 
locate nor incentives to set up in lagging areas and so, not surprisingly, 
they have concentrated in the most developed regions of the country 
where infrastructure quality is the best.  Approximately 75% of formally 
approved projects are located in just six states (out of a total of 28).  

 

Examples 

These are India's most 

industrialized regions; with the 

exception of Haryana in North 

India, which surrounds 

metropolitan Delhi on three 

sides, the other states are in the 

relatively prosperous regions of 

the South (Andhra Pradesh, 

Karnataka, Tamil Nadu) and 

West (Gujarat, Maharashtra). In 

terms of performance too, these 

five states accounted for 96 per 

cent of SEZ exports in 2009.  
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Singur: Tatas to set up the Car Project in Singur in the State of West 
Bengal. There were three SEZs in the State for Gems and Jewellery, IT 
and the one in Falta that was an Export processing zone. The experience at 
Singur certainly illuminates three issues of SEZ –rehabilitation, land 
acquisition and local interfaces. Singur tests “the inevitability of some 
farmland having to be diverted for industrialization”.  Tata motor officials 
say they have already employed fifty villagers and hope to increase this 
number to 2500. In all, they expect 10,000 locals to be connected with the 
project.  

Nandigram: Indonesia’s Salim Group has sought 10,000 acres for 
developing a mega Chemical Industrial Estate, including a chemical SEZ 
in Nandigram, close to Haldia in a 50:50 Joint Venture with the West 
Bengal Industrial Development Corporation. Land acquisition for this has 
turned controversial based on the argument that the land being considered 
is three-crop land or even better.  They further argued that in the name of 
the development of Haldia, over 14000 acres of land has already been 
taken up for various projects. The increasing problems faced in the farm 
sector, including fragmentation of the limited land available, as well as 
increasing costs of inputs such as irrigation, seeds and fertilisers, were 
making it unviable.  local farmers and tenants refusing to give up their 
land clashed with police in March 2007 leaving 14 people dead. 

2.12. SUMMARY 

After going through this unit, we have learned the concepts of social 
inequality and social stratification where inequality is a phenomenon 
across all societies. The division divides its members into different 
categories based on several factors. The social execution of difference and 
exclusion and its association with religious and ethnic identities has been 
understood. It can be seen how religious and ethnic identities are creating 
differences and exclusion, where the deprived group suffers the most. The 
imaging of various identities and the aspect of multi-cultural spaces have 
been discussed. The relationship between cultural pluralism and identity 
politics shows how India has various political parties that are based on 
identity. In most cases, it tries to divide the society based on religion, 
caste, language, ethnicity etc. The spaces of contestation and conflicts 
have been understood concerning poverty and living in slum areas in 
globalising cities. In the globalised world, slums are common and so are 
conflicts. Due to the increased urbanisation, there is a concept called 
Gentrification which is leading to displacement and the right to the city of 
the people in urban areas. Gentrification replaces poor communities with 
the upper class and elites. Other issues that focus on the right to livelihood 
are the SEZs (Special Economic Zone) in India. In the name of 
development, land acquisition and conversation agricultural land to 
manufacturing units have affected the livelihoods of people in many rural 
areas of India.  
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2.13. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS/ EXERCISE 

1. True or False 

a. The system of ranking individuals and groups within societies is known 
as social inclusion 

b. The conflicts due to social exclusion can be minimised by accepting 
difference and diversity. 

c. Multi-cultural spaces are important so that different people can create 
violence in society. 

d. Ghetto refers to a part of a city where members of a particular ethnic 
group, culture or race live in poor conditions 

e. Displacement is a positive impact of gentrification 

2. Fill in the blanks 

a. Excluding Dalits to enter Hindu temples is an example of ________ 
religious exclusion. 
(external, internal, outer, exterior) 

b. An imagined community is a concept developed by Benedict 
Anderson in his book Imagined Communities, to analyse nationalism in 
the year______ 
(1965, 1968, 1983, 1986) 

c. The Assam Movement of 1979-84 was against illegal migration and 
protection of Assamese identity is an example of _____________ 
identity 
(Ethnic, Religious, Political, Gender) 

d. The term ____________ was coined by Combahee River Collective. 
(multi-cultural spaces, gentrification, ghetto, identity politics) 

e. The government of India’s SEZ structure was based on the successful 
model of ___________ 
(Russia, U.S.A, China, Sri Lanka) 

3. Multiple Choice Questions 
 
a. Which of the following is associated with political social exclusion? 
i) Lack of access to labour markets 
ii) Denial of access to social services 
iii) Denial to participate in social gatherings 
iv) Denial of citizenship rights 
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b. Identity is “people’s concepts of who they are, of what sort of people 
they are, and how they relate to others” this definition is given by 
i) Deng 
ii) Hogg & Abrams 
iii) Walter & Parks 
iv) Friedrich 

c. Which of the following is a negative aspect of Identity politics in India? 
i) representation of socially discriminated classes 
ii) Increase in political awareness among marginalised 
iii) limited or narrow-minded views of the citizens and political parties 
iv) Agitation of third gender community 

d. Multi-cultural spaces are important because 
i) Different people can interact and develop social relations 
ii) Different People can have conflicts 
iii) Different People can do arguments 
iv)  Different people can create violence in society 

e. What is the full form of EPZ? 
i) Export Production Zone 
ii) Export Prevention Zone 
iii) Export Processing Zone 
iv) Export Preservation Zone 

4. Answer the following 

1. Write a note on social inequality and social stratification.  

2. With the help of examples, explain the concept of social exclusion 
based on religious and ethnic identities. 

3. Explain how India’s cultural pluralism gives rise to identity politics? 

4. Elaborate on the process of gentrification with examples. 

5. How does SEZs in India impact livelihoods? Give examples 

5. Write short notes on: 

i) Social Stratification  
ii) Identity politics  
iii) Multicultural spaces 
iv) Right to the city 

2.14. ANSWERS TO THE SELF-LEARNING 
QUESTIONS 

1. a. False 
1. b. True  
1. c. False  
1. d. True  
1. e. False 
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2. a. internal 
2. b. 1983 
2. c. ethnic  
2. d. identity politics  
2. e. China 
3. a. Denial of citizenship rights 
3. b. Hogg & Abrams 
3. c. limited or narrow-minded views of the citizens and political parties 
3. d. Different people can interact and develop social relations 
3. e. Export Processing Zone 

2.15. TECHNICAL WORDS AND THEIR MEANING 

● Marginalisation: Marginalisation is the act of treating someone or 
something as unimportant.  

● Ghetto: A ghetto refers to a part of a city where members of a 
particular ethnic group, culture or race live. 

● Gentrification: Gentrification is the process of renovating 
deteriorated urban neighbourhoods through the influx of more middle-
class residents into that area.  

2.16. TASK 

● List down examples of social exclusion based on religion and ethnicity 
across the world. 

● State an example of gentrification displacement taking place nearby 
your locality 

2.17. FURTHER READING 

▪ Space, Spatiality, Human Geography and Social Science: Politics of 
the production of Space, Published in Transaction Institute of Indian 
Geographers, Vol.33, No.1, Winter 2011, Pune 

▪ Bhargava R. (2004). Inclusion and exclusion in South Asia: The Role 
of Religion. Human Development Report. UNDP.  

▪ Ridanpää, Juha. (2015). Imagining and re-narrating regional identities. 
Nordia Geographical Publications 
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3 
GENDER AND GEOGRAPHY 

After going through this chapter you will be able to understand the 
following features 

Unit Structure 

3.1. Objectives 

3.2. Introduction  

3.3. Subject Discussion 

3.4. Body as place-private and public domains 

3.5. Role of Patriarchy 

3.6. Capitalist Production 

3.7. Space –society perspective 

3.8. Structuring of sexuality and construction of gender identity 

3.9. Role of socio-cultural forces and processes-stigma and taboos-
Resultant gender spaces in Indian context 

3.10. Globalization and repositioning of gender.   

3.11. Spatiality of sex ratios-intra regional and inter regional (India & 
China) 

3.12. Feminization of labour and status of women workers-experiences 
from the global periphery 

3.13. Women and human development status 

3.14. Human right and legal space for women-Indian context 

3.15. Summary 

3.16. Check Your Progress or Exercise 

3.17. Answers to the Self-learning questions 

3.18. Technical Words and their meaning 

3.19. Task 

3.20. References for further study 

3.1. OBJECTIVES 

By the end of this unit, you will be able to –  

 Know about the body as place of the private and public domains, 
concept of Patriarchy and their role in our societies. 
 

 Understand the capitalist production system and their role in market, 
investment and competitions.  
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 Acquire the knowledge of space in society perspective, gender 
identifications and structuring of sexuality. 
 

 Understand the role of socio-cultural forces and processes and know 
stigma and taboos- resultant gender spaces in Indian context 

 

 Know about the Globalization and repositioning of gender and 
Spatiality of sex ratios-intra regional and inter regional in India & 
China 

 

 Describe the feminization of labour and status of women workers in 
global periphery and  Human right and legal space for women-Indian 
context 

3.2. INTRODUCTION  

The chapter will focus on how body is consider as place of the private and 
public domains and role of patriarchy in our societies. It will further 
discuss the capitalist production system and space in society perspective. 
The chapter also provide us the knowledge about gender identifications 
and structuring of sexuality. We shall learn the role of socio-cultural 
forces and processes in India. This chapter will discuss also Globalization 
and repositioning of gender.  Lastly, this chapter will provide the 
knowledge of Feminization of labor and human right and legal space for 
women with special reference to India. 

3.3. SUBJECT DISCUSSION 

Cultural values and norms about women, men, gender relations and about 
femininity and masculinity not only are fundamental in the construction 
processes of societies; they also shape the constitution and the use of 
spaces and places from individual to global level. The home, the company, 
neighborhoods, public spaces, the labor market, the city, the nation state or 
the global market: all of these spaces are closely and inextricably 
characterized by specific activities of women and men, by specific 
gendered power relations and by specific symbolic meanings of gender. 
Geographic research should therefore acknowledge gender as an essential 
basis of analysis. Gender geography seeks to analyze how gendered social 
processes are linked to space, place, and scale. Moreover, gender is 
associated with power relations and access to resources that affect 
mobility patterns such as commuting and migration as well as divisions of 
labor in the household and workplace.  

Human populations typically have an equal number of females and males 
(the size of the third gender population is difficult to determine because 
the existence of these people is often not recognized by statistics, but in 
any case is fairly small). 

A critical concept in the geography of gender is the idea of gendered 
spaces. Gendered spaces are areas in which particular genders of people, 
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and particular types of gender expression, are considered welcome or 
appropriate, and other types are unwelcome or inappropriate. Gendering of 
spaces is an important means by which social systems maintain the 
organization of gender. They reinforce particular ways of being a man or 
being a woman, and can maintain the relationships between men and 
women. Some cultures make extensive and strict divisions of space into 
women's space and men's space. In subsistence agricultural societies, for 
example, farmland is often divided up between genders. Men control 
certain types of land to grow certain crops, while women get control of 
other land for other crops. 

One very common form of gendered spaces is referred to as the public-
private divide. The traditional view in most Western and Islamic societies 
is that private space belongs to women, while public space belongs to 
men. Thus, women should remain in the home and care for the family's 
own affairs. Meanwhile interactions between family groups and the wider 
world, in the public realms of the market and government, should be 
managed by men. This divide may be reinforced in various ways, from 
explicit legal barriers to informal assumptions about people. In many 
cases, it has historically been difficult for poor women and women of 
color to follow the gendered public-private divide, because they had to go 
out into the working world to support their families. Dominant groups then 
took this failure to follow the public-private divide as evidence that these 
women were not properly feminine. Gendered spaces are not simply 
assigned to men or women. They are typically assigned to particular forms 
of masculinity or femininity.  

3.4. BODY AS PLACE-PRIVATE AND PUBLIC 
DOMAINS: 

The body is, in common terms, the physical and material 
structure of human being. It’s the framework of cells and tissues 
that articulates our complex biological system. The body is 
organic matter that, as such, gets corrupted, aged and finally 
dies. However, the body is much more: it is the means through 
which we relate to the environment, the material form of our 
way of being-in-the-world and the place where subjectivity, 
feeling or identity meet. 

Although the body has been a central topic along the history of 
occidental thought, the duality mind-body and the predominance 
of idealism – within the dichotomy between nature and culture – 
relegated the body, for centuries, to the condition of mere 
container of the soul and the mind. 

The progressive recognition of the social and cultural 
dimensions of the body gave a new direction to this debate, 
turning it into a central object of study for history, anthropology 
or sociology and leading to the redefinition of its nature in 
phenomenological terms that overcame duality in favor of 
integration. 
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Today, many millions of people are part of a growing worldwide diaspora 
which may never know precisely where its ancestors lived, or what 
practices they used to maintain respectful connections to the land. This 
same concept of diaspora—a dispersion from place—applies to those of us 
who do not feel at home even in our own skin, who feel somehow 
estranged from our own bodies. Countless modern people are currently 
wondering: how do we create a true sense of home, an ecologically 
relevant sense of place instead of a mere space where we extract what we 
need, and dump toxic waste when we’re done? Since our bodies are 
indeed our primary home, any endeavors to create a sense of place must 
include strategies for getting to know our bodies more deeply. Here, 
developing awareness of our own felt-experience can be a beneficial 
practice which connects us inevitably back to Earth via our own flesh. 
Thus a reinhabiting of our own bodies is an essential step towards re-
indigenization—behaving in an ecologically respectful and culturally 
sustainable manner which truly honors “home”. The embodied arts are 
designed to help us to do exactly this. 

Since our bodies are quite literally composed of and from Earth (carbon, 
nitrogen, hydrogen, oxygen...) a reinhabiting of our bodies amounts to a 
profound activist strategy for re-association with Earth, and 
reindegeneration to Place. Simply by becoming advocates for our own 
flesh and blood, we initiate an embodiment of activism, practicing 
behaviors which come closer to those of true indignity. Such a body-based 
philosophy encourages us to dissolve outdated views of manual labor as a 
chore that is somehow “beneath” us. Instead, we learn to value earthwork 
as a privilege: an enjoyable and healing endeavor where we can express 
our creativity, breathe fresh air, and exercise our bodies—all the while 
helping the shift towards sustainability. 

Private and public are relative terms. At different times in history and in 
different cultural contexts there may be little in one's life that could be 
considered private, in the sense of being unavailable to, inaccessible by or 
hidden from others. In Western societies, privacy has come to be 
associated with domesticity, interiority and modernity. Public is likewise a 
historically and socio-culturally dependent term, which implies everything 
that is not private. It also carries connotations of political activity – of 
public life, public commentary – and what is available, accessible and 
open to the scrutiny of others 

The conceptual definition and the division of the public domain and the 
private domain are discussed from various perspectives. Public and private 
are said to be dichotomous social relations that presuppose the separation 
between socialized labor or the domain of work or political activity and 
family  and that the public criteria are 'closely related' '. 'Private' refers to 
'intimacy related', which is regarded as a means of shelter and protection 
such as the family or home. In addition, public standards can be viewed as 
"open, exposure, or accessible spaces" in terms of space, personal items 
that are hidden from space, "hidden" And that it belongs only to 
individuals. The public domain can be divided into 'a common space open 
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to everyone and open to the public', and a 'private domain' to 'a domain 
that has its own unique experience'.  

3.5. ROLE OF PATRIARCHY:  

The concept of patriarchy has been central to many feminist theories. It is 
an attempt to explain the stratification of power and privilege by gender 
that can be observed by many objective measures. A patriarchy, from the 
ancient Greek patriarches, was a society where power was held by and 
passed down through the elder males. When modern historians and 
sociologists describe a "patriarchal society," they mean that men hold the 
positions of power and have more privilege: head of the family unit, 
leaders of social groups, boss in the workplace, and heads of government. 

Historically, the term patriarchy has been used to refer to autocratic rule 
by the male head of a family; however, since the late 20th century it has 
also been used to refer to social systems in which power is primarily held 
by adult men. The concept and role of patriarchy is changing in different 
historical times. Inpre-historic times Anthropological,   evidence suggests 
that most  prehistoric societies were relatively egalitarian, and that 
patriarchal social structures did not develop until many years after the end 
of the Pleistocene period, following social and technological 
developments such as agriculture and domestication. Some scholars point 
to about six thousand years ago (4000 BCE), when the concept 
of fatherhood took root, as the beginning of the spread of patriarchy. In 
Marxist theory assigns the origin of patriarchy to the emergence of private 
property, which has traditionally been controlled by men. In this view, 
men directed household production and sought to control women in order 
to ensure the passing of family property to their own (male) offspring, 
while women were limited to household labor and producing children. The 
works of Aristotle portrayed women as morally, intellectually, and 
physically inferior to men; saw women as the property of men; claimed 
that women's role in society was to reproduce and to serve men in the 
household; and saw male domination of women as natural and virtuous. 
Although many 16th and 17th century theorists agreed with Aristotle's 
views concerning the place of women in society, none of them tried to 
prove political obligation on the basis of the patriarchal family until 
sometime after 1680. Feminist theorists have written extensively about 
patriarchy either as a primary cause of women's oppression, or as part of 
an interactive system. 

In patriarchy, there is also a hierarchy among the men. In traditional 
patriarchy, the elder men had power over the younger generations of 
men. In modern patriarchy, some men hold more power (and privilege) by 
virtue of the position of authority, and this hierarchy of power (and 
privilege) is considered acceptable. The term comes from pater or 
father. Father or father-figures hold the authority in a patriarchy. 
Traditional patriarchal societies are, usually, also patrilineal — titles and 
property are inherited through male lines.  
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As observed in the literature, the word “patriarchy” was around before the 
current resurgence of the women’s movement and women’s studies 
courses, the concept has been recreated in the past two decades to analyse 
the origins and conditions of men’s oppression of women (Kamarae, 
1992). Originally used to describe the power of the father as head of 
household, the term ‘patriarchy’ has been used within post 1960s 
feminism to refer to the systematic organization of male supremacy and 
female subordination (Kamarae, 1992; Stacey, 1993; Aina, 1998; etc.). 
The term has been defined as a system of male authority which oppresses 
women through its social, political and economic institutions. Feminists 
have argued that in any of the historical forms that patriarchal society 
takes, whether it is feudal, capitalist or socialist, a sex gender system and a 
system of economic discrimination operate simultaneously. It is observed 
in the literature that the establishment and practice of male dominance 
over women and children, is a historic process formed by men and 
women, with the patriarchal family serving as a basic unit of organization. 
A patriarchy is considered the head of the household and within the family 
he controls productive resources, labour force, and reproductive capacities 
based on the notions of superiority and inferiority and legitimized by 
differences in gender and generation. 

Patriarchy structure has been a major feature of the traditional society. It is 
a system of social stratification and differentiation on the basis of sex, 
which provides material advantages to males while simultaneously placing 
severe constraints on the roles and activities of females. There are clearly 
defined sex roles, while various taboos ensure conformity with specified 
gender roles. Traditionally men do not participate in domestic work 
including child rearing – such tasks are considered to be the exclusive 
domain of women. Males are classed as having the following qualities: 
strength, virile/powerful courage, self-confidence and the ability to meet 
the outside world i.e. animal and human intruders head on and deal with it 
effectively. These qualities were reflected in the kinds of work that men 
engaged in. Men were responsible for much of what was thought of as 
“heavy” labour. Women oversee the domestic chores. They kept houses, 
processed and cooked all foods. They also help in the planting and 
harvesting of food crops and cash crops. They were primarily responsible 
for the bearing and rearing of children from birth on; men were only called 
upon to assist when extraordinary discipline was considered necessary 
especially for the boys. 

Patriarchy influences different areas of society including culture, family, 
school, the workplace and relationships. Its presence can translate to 
inequality and gender-based violence. In India, rape and sexual 
harassment are often seen as a reflection of a society deeply ridden in 
patriarchy with the woman being abused and the man inflicting the abuse. 
A patriarchal society does not merely make a woman subordinate. It limits 
the role of a man. Sexual abuse is not only inflicted on women but also on 
men and often by men themselves. While there is no doubt that women 
need to be protected from abusive men, the defined role and description of 
a man is such that he has to be powerful and dominant. Besides the 
expectation is also that his partner would be a woman, the subordinate 
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individual. It took years for society to accept men as active members in a 
kitchen, someone who can design clothes for women, would love to run a 
home, spend time with children, or even cry. The point is not about men 
taking over traditionally assumed spaces that women were limited to but is 
about the realization that men would probably move into different spaces 
and assume a notion of women that is far more equal. Women would also 
have more options to choose from and a role that is not limited primarily 
to what we see generally and assume is her domain. 

3.6. CAPITALIST PRODUCTION 

Capitalism is a system of economic production whereby business owners 
(capitalists) acquire the means of production (capital) and hire workers 
who get paid for their labor. Capitalism is defined by private property 
rights, capital accumulation and re-investment, free markets, and 
competition. 

In Karl Marx's critique of political economy and subsequent Marxian 
analyses, the capitalist mode of productionrefers to the systems of 
organizing production and distribution within capitalist societies. Private 
money-making in various forms (renting, banking, merchant trade, 
production for profit and so on) preceded the development of the capitalist 
mode of production as such. The capitalist mode of production proper, 
based on wage-labour and private ownership of the means of production 
and on industrial technology, began to grow rapidly in Western Europe 
from the Industrial Revolution, later extending to most of the world. 

The capitalist mode of production is characterized by private ownership of 
the means of production, extraction of surplus value by the owning class 
for the purpose of capital accumulation, wage-based labour and—at least 
as far as commodities are concerned—being market-based. 

In his work, especially the Grundrisse (1857–1858) and the first volume 
of Capital (1867), Marx defined capitalism as a mode of production 
characterized by the separation of the direct producers, the working class, 
from the means of production or the productive assets, which are 
controlled by the bourgeoisie as private property. Ownership of the means 
of production enables the bourgeoisie to organize the industrial labor 
process, where individual workers are driven to seek employment by the 
needs of their own reproduction. Contrary to previous modes of 
production such as slavery and feudalism, the laborer is compelled to enter 
an employment relation not by external compulsion, but by economic 
necessity. 

As a result, the employment relation is formally an individual contractual 
transaction between bourgeois capitalists and workers, who are juridical 
free. Once they enter the capitalist labor process, workers are remunerated 
with a wage, a monetary sum representing the “exchange value” with 
which the capitalist purchases the worker’s labor power. The wage is 
expressed in terms of the duration of the working day, and is calculated on 
the basis of the goods that workers need to reproduce their ability to work. 
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Therefore, the wage does not recognize specific forms of labor or skills, it 
only compensates “abstract” labor power. In the productive process, 
workers operate machines and other means of production with which they 
create commodities whose values exceed workers’ remunerations. When 
capitalists sell commodities on the market, “realizing” their value, they 
therefore appropriate the difference between the value of such goods and 
the value of the labor power used to produce them. Marx calls this 
difference “surplus value,” which for him is the defining feature of the 
exploitative nature of capitalism. The money capitalists earn from 
realizing their surplus value contains a profit, which capitalists reinvest to 
restart the productive cycle in what Marx calls “extended reproduction” of 
capital.  

For Marx, the capitalist mode of production is a social process riddled 
with contradictions that originate from its own “laws of motion.” The 
growing “concentration” of accumulated capital is what ultimately allows 
individual capitalists to increase their profits and drive competitors out of 
the market. The elimination of uncompetitive capitals produces a 
centralization of ownership in a smaller number of large companies. But 
successful competition also requires increasing investment in machinery 
(“constant capital”). As a result, the surplus value extracted from human 
labor is eroded and, in the long term, the rate of profit for the capitalist 
mode of production as a whole tends to fall. In the process, masses of 
workers are expelled from the production process and end up swelling the 
unemployed “relative surplus population.” 

Marx described the laws of motion in the capitalist mode of production far 
more precisely than in other modes of production. His aim was in fact to 
scientifically demonstrate how the demands of the working class are 
ultimately incompatible with capital’s exploitative nature. As the 
contradictions of the capitalist mode of production manifest themselves in 
periodic crises, workers become conscious of their own exploitation as a 
class. Therefore they organize to accelerate capitalism’s eventual demise 
and establish a socialist society where class domination is abolished. 

Marx tended to present the development of the capitalist mode of 
production as a social dynamics whose general laws of motion could be 
scientifically ascertained. He was nonetheless quite aware that the process 
he described was historically specific and located largely in Western 
Europe. England had for him a prototypical capitalist mode of production. 
There, the birth of a capitalist agriculture and the rise of mechanized 
manufacturing in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries 
enabled the Industrial Revolution, which benefited from world trade and 
technological innovation. Marx associated the rise of capitalism with the 
establishment of a form of state whose laws and institutions protect private 
property, capital accumulation, and formal liberties that enable contractual 
relations between workers and capitalists. This stage of political 
development is represented by the liberal state, whose juridical and 
ideological “superstructure” is functional to reproduce the “base” of 
capitalist. 
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Therefore, the capitalist mode of production is characterized by private 
ownership of the means of production, extraction of surplus value by the 
owning class for the purpose of capital accumulation, wage-based labour 
and—at least as far as commodities are concerned—being market-based. 

3.7. SPACE –SOCIETY PERSPECTIVE 

Space is one of the most important concepts within the disciplines of 
social science as it is fundamental to our understanding of geography. The 
term "space" has been defined variously by scholars: 

In general terms, the Oxford English Dictionary defines space in two 
ways: 

1. A continuous extension viewed with or without reference to the 
existence of objects within it. 

2. The interval between points or objects viewed as having one, two 
or three dimensions. 

However, the human geographers’ interest is in the objects within the 
space and their relative position, which involves the description, 
explanation and prediction of the distribution of phenomena. Thus, the 
relationships between objects in space is the central of the study. 

In short, "space" is the social space in which we live and create 
relationships with other people, societies and surroundings. Space is an 
outcome of the hard and continuous work of building up and maintaining 
collectives by bringing different things into alignments. All kinds of 
different spaces can and therefore do exist which may or may not relate to 
each other. Thus, through space, we can understand more about social 
action. 

The category of space long played a subordinate role in sociological 
theory formation. Only in the late 1980s did it come to be realized that 
certain changes in society cannot be adequately explained without taking 
greater account of the spatial components of life. This shift in perspective 
is referred to as the topological turn. The space concept directs attention to 
organizational forms of juxtaposition. The focus is on differences between 
places and their mutual influence. This applies equally for the micro-
spaces of everyday life and the macro-spaces at the nation-state or global 
levels. 

The theoretical basis for the growing interest of the social sciences in 
space was set primarily by English and French-speaking sociologists, 
philosophers, and human geographers.  

In the work of geographer and critical theorist Nigel Thrift, he wrote a 
relational view of space in which, rather than seeing space being viewed 
as a container within which the world proceeds, space should be seen as a 
co-product of these proceedings. He explained about four constructed 
space in modern human geography. There are four different kinds of space 
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according to how modern geography thinks about space. They are 1. 
Empirical Construction of Space, 2. Unblocking space, 3. Image space and 
4. Place Space. 

First Space is the empirical construction of space. Empirical space refers 
to the process whereby the ordinary fabric of daily life is constructed. 
These simple things like, cars, houses, mobiles, computers, and roads are 
very simple but they are great achievements of our daily life and they play 
very important role in making up who we are today. For example, today’s 
technology such as GPS did not suddenly come into existence; in fact, it is 
laid down in the 18th century and developed throughout time. The first 
space is real and tangible, and it is also known as physical space. Second 
space is the unblocking space. This type of space refers to the process 
whereby routine pathways of interaction as set up around which 
boundaries are often drawn. The routine may include the movement of 
office workers, the interaction of drunk teenagers, and the flow of goods, 
money, people, and information. Unlike the old time in geography when 
people accepted a space as blocked boundary (Example: A capitalist 
space, neoliberal space or city space), we began to realize that there is no 
such thing like boundaries in space. The space of the world is flowing and 
transforming continuously that it is very difficult to describe in a fixed 
way. The second space is ideology/conceptual and it is also known as 
mental space. For example, the second space will explain the behaviors of 
people from different social class and the social segregation among rich 
and poor people. Third space is the image space that refers to the process 
whereby the images has produced new kind of space. The images may be 
in different form and shape; ranging from painting to photograph, from 
portrait to post card, and from religious theme to entertainment. 
Nowadays, we are highly influenced by images in many ways and these 
certain images can tell us new social and cultures values, or something 
new about how we see the world. Images, symbols and sign do have some 
kind of spatial expression. Fourth space is the place that refers to the 
process whereby spaces are ordered in ways that open up affective and 
other embodied potentials. Place space has more meaning than a place, 
and it can represent as different type of space. This fourth type of space 
tries to understand that place is a vital actor in bringing up people's lives in 
certain ways and place will let us to understand all kind of things which 
are hidden form us. 

3.8. STRUCTURING OF SEXUALITY AND 
CONSTRUCTION OF GENDER IDENTITY 

Gender refers to the socially constructed roles of and relations between 
men and women. Gender refers to the social attributes and opportunities 
associated with being male and female and the relationships between 
women and men and girls and boys. These attributes, opportunities and 
relationships are socially constructed and are learned through socialization 
processes. They are context/time, specific and changeable. In simple 
terms, gender explains the differences between men and women. Gender is 
an analytical category that is socially constructed to differentiate the 
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biological difference between men and women. The term gender is also 
used to describe the differences in behaviour between men and women 
which are described as “masculine” and “feminine”. Feminist writings 
focus on this aspect and claim that these differences are not biological but 
are social constructions of patriarchal society. Some theorists suggest that 
the biological differences between men and women also result in their 
mental and physical differences. They argue that biologically, men are 
physically and mentally superior to women. Other theorists suggest that 
the biological difference between men and women are exaggerated. The 
differences are socially constructed by the patriarchal system of society by 
which men are described as superior to women. Therefore women become 
subordinate to men in the society. 

3.9. ROLE OF SOCIO-CULTURAL FORCES AND 
PROCESSES- STIGMA AND TABOOS- 
RESULTANT GENDER SPACES-INDIAN 
EXAMPLES 

Sociocultural factors play a critical role in individuals' development and 
functioning. They frequently also play a significant role in treatment 
outcomes because sociocultural support, stressors, and other factors 
commonly have significant facilitative or debilitative effects on the course 
of treatment. 

India is a land of villages. A great majority of villages are small with only 
around five hundred population each. Mahatma Gandhi's view that India 
lives in villages still holds well, at least from the demographic point of 
view. The village social life, which is based on the hierarchical exchange 
relations greatly influence the behavior of civil servants in public 
organisations. 

India has been hospitable to numerous groups of immigrants from 
different parts of Asia and Europe, People of all religions have been living 
in India for many centuries. The Constitution declares India to be a secular 
state. The State is expected to treat all the religions equally. The 
Constitution also gives protection to minorities. Communalism is one of 
the major threats to the unity and the integrity of the country. 

The Hindu society is known for its varna and caste system. The society is 
broadly divided into four orders or varnas on 'functional' basis, namely, 
Brahmana (traditional priest and scholar), Kshatriya (ruler and soldier), 
Vaisya (merchant) and Shudra (peasant, labourer and servant). The 
scheduled castes are outside the varna scheme. Each varna may be divided 
into different horizontal strata, and each strata is known as caste. The caste 
system creates:- (a) segmental division ofsociety (b) hierarchy (c) 
restrictions on social interactions, (d) civic and religious disparities and 
privileges of different sections (e) restriction on choice of occupation, and 
(f) restriction on marriage. Though caste is essentially a Hindi institution, 
some elements of caste are found in every religious group in India. The 
caste system based on birth created divisions in the society and 
contributed to the social and economic inequalities. A section of people 
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were treated as untouchables Socio-Cultural Factors and they were 
exploited by upper castes in the society. The joint family was considered 
as one of the three pillars of Indian social structure, the other two being 
the caste and the village community. Family is an important social unit 
and in country like India, the family loyalties are very strong. 
Traditionally, in India the joint family system played an important role as 
a social and economic institution. The social norms expect the 
subordination of individual interests to that of family. However, in recent 
years the joint family system is giving way to the nuclear family system. 
Still the emotional ties of extended family continue to play an important 
role in the social life. Patriarchy dominates the family life. The head of the 
family is usually the father or the eldest male member. Women generally 
occupy a subordinate position. 

Culture refers to a way of life. It includes the entire range of modes of 
expression and communication as well as the system of values and beliefs 
governing the society. Values refer to preferences i.e. ideas of good or 
bad, desirable or undesirable. Culture determines what is desirable 
conduct and behaviour for the members of the society. The culture of a 
society is a result of a long process of evolution and is reflected in its 
social, economic and political institutions. The administrative behaviour in 
the society is influenced to a greater extent by the values cherished by the 
society. 

3.10. GLOBALIZATION AND REPOSITIONING OF 
GENDER.   

Globalization is the process by which ideas, knowledge, information, 
goods and services spread around the world. In business, the term is used 
in an economic context to describe integrated economies marked by free 
trade, the free flow of capital among countries and easy access to foreign 
resources, including labormarkets, to maximize returns and benefit for the 
common good. 

Globalization, or globalisation as it is known in some parts of the world, is 
driven by the convergence of cultural and economic systems. This 
convergence promotes -- and in some cases necessitates -- increased 
interaction, integration and interdependence among nations. The more 
countries and regions of the world become intertwined politically, 
culturally and economically, the more globalized the world becomes.  

Globalization of the Indian economy has dramatically influenced social 
life in India. The expansion of the middle class is said to have occurred as 
a consequence of this process. Globalization arrived in India through an 
external and internal alignment of political and economic forces that led to 
the opening of the country to the outside world. The five processes under 
globalization are: 1) commercialism wherein more services become 
monetized and incomes are received in money rather than in kind; 2) more 
capitalization; 3) foreign trade becomes important for the production and 
distribution process; 4) greater financialization develops; and 5) 
international capital moves freely. These changes affect women more than 
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men in different ways. Capitalization results in more self-employed 
marginal farmers becoming wage workers, making it less possible for 
women to manage domestic duties alongside their productive work. In 
general, macro-economic policies affect women through the household, 
market, and gender relations. In countries like India where women suffer 
from serious discrimination, whatever affects the household will worsen 
women's position. Thus, the process of liberalization, privatization, and 
globalization will put the clock back for women and for the poor in 
general.The current wave of globalization has greatly improved the lives 
of women worldwide, particularly the lives of those women in the 
developing world. Nevertheless, women remain disadvantaged in many 
areas of life including education, employment, health and civil rights. In 
particular care for women during maternity is still lacking in many parts of 
the world.  

Globalization has increased the exports of different countries and wages in 
export sectors are much higher than other sectors and in many cases 
women get higher wages than men in formal industrial sectors. So 
globalization has increase average wages of women, also the bigger 
portion of wages goes to women. With globalization, women’s 
employment opportunities have increase, and now they are also 
contributing in family expenses which support the creation of new 
resources and raise the level of income of family. If the agricultural work 
is done with traditional methods, this trend has very serious gender 
implications. In small farms where crops are grown in traditional way, the 
demand for women’s work is very high, but their wages are low. The 
increase of profitability of cash crops in the international markets 
increases the independence of women. Because of globalization, there are 
structural changes in agricultural production. While talking about impact 
of globalization on women, we cannot ignore the impact of service sector. 
At present time, service sector is the most important sector. Service sector 
is equally important to industrial sector. Some service sectors like 
communication & information technology are achieving the same progress 
achieved by industrial sector. Multinational companies offer job without 
discriminating between men and women because they work in competitive 
environment and choose the best employees regardless of their gender. It 
motivates more women to get the jobs. Globalization has opened up many 
ways for men and women in India. As India was a restricted economy 
before 1991. 

The role of women in globalization in India has been changing these days. 
With the rise of NGOs in the 21st century, various organizations have 
been founded and created to defend the rights of women around the world. 
No doubt, globalization offers women great opportunities but equally new 
and unique challenges. Gender inequality springs from many sources, and 
it is often difficult to determine which forms of inequality are being 
eliminated by effects of globalization and which are exacerbated. Gender 
inequality has more costs in an integrated world. Women have to work so 
much harder to get equal status in society. So globalization proves more 
bad than good for women. In several cases women are bread winner for 
family but society does not want to accept this truth. The culture of India 
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is like that most of people thought that if a woman chooses to be a 
working women, it will adversely affect their family and children. But it is 
not true so. A women career would not be at the cost of neglecting the 
family and children. At last, the truth is that globalization is unleashing 
competition between women and men. 

3.11. SPATIALITY OF SEX RATIOS-INTRA REGIONAL 
AND INTER REGIONAL (INDIA & CHINA) 

Sex ratio is an important demographic and cultural index which measures 
the extent of the existing equity between genders in a society at a given 
point of time. Changes in sex ratio largely reflect the underlying socio-
economic and cultural patterns of a society in different ways. 
Determinants of changes in sex ratio vary from sex differentials in 
mortality, sex selective migration, sex ratio at birth times and sex 
differentials in population enumeration. India is one of the few countries 
in the world where males outnumber females.  

Sex ratio imbalances found in Asia are primarily due to the increasing 
proportions of sons among children in China and India. This gradual 
demographic masculinization over the last two decades results from the 
rapid progression in the number of sex-selective abortions aimed at 
ensuring the birth of male children. While other factors such as female 
infanticide or excess child mortality have played a sizeable role in the past 
in distorting sex ratios among the child population, the rise of pre-birth sex 
selection has entirely changed the situation. Sex selection through abortion 
–following detection of sex of the fetus– represents a technological 
breakthrough that has enabled millions of Asian couples to implement a 
new and more effective strategy of sex planning aimed at getting rid of 
unwanted female births. 

India is a union of States and each state is having unique socio economic 
status and policies of their respective governments, it is important to 
investigate the spatial pattern of sex ratio in India. The spatial pattern 
refers to the sex ratio in States. As per the census data of 2011 it is 
observed that highest number of overall sex ratio is found in Kerala 
(1084), followed by Puducherry (1037), only these two states in India, 
have reported sex ratio above the level of male female equality whereas all 
remaining states have shown deficit in sex ratio. It is important to note that 
out of seven union territories (UTs) of India, sex ratio is low in five UTs. 
The status of child sex ratio shows that there are three north east states 
namely Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram and Meghalaya in the list of states 
having top child sex ratio i.e. 972, 970 and 970 respectively. This is 
followed by Chhattisgarh, the state in the central part of India with 969. It 
is interesting to note that Andaman &Nikobar Islands and Puducherry the 
two UTs of low sex ratio of all ages have reported their fifth and sixth 
place in the list of top child sex ratio. The important observation is about 
the CSR of Kerala (the leading state in overall sex ratio) is on the seventh 
position with 964 CSR. At the lower side of child sex ratio there are states 
like Haryana, Punjab, J&K, and Delhi Chandigarh etc. The child sex ratio 
of Haryana is unbelievably low i.e. 834, followed by Punjab which is quite 
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close to Haryana with 846, J&K with 862, Delhi with 871 and Chandigarh 
with 880. This shows the disgusting picture of the status of women in 
these states. 

If we compare the change in sex ratio from census 2001 to 2011 we find 
that the sex ratio of all ages has improved whereas it has fallen for child 
sex ratio. At the state level there are some states who reported positive 
change where as some reported negative change.  

 Since the religious beliefs are different in each religion its impact is 
obvious on the size and gender composition in that religion. It is observed 
that in India lowest sex ratio is found in Sikh religion i.e. 903. This is 
followed by the Hindu religion with 939. The highest sex ratio is observed 
in Christian religion (i.e. 1023) followed by Muslims, Buddhists, and Jain 
religion. But the quantum of these religions in total population of the 
country is very lower in comparison to Hindus.  

The differences in sex ratio caused by human intervention, always 
indicates the cultural backwardness of the people. The situation of sex 
ratio in socially backward communities (SCs & STs) in India shows that in 
most of the state’s sex ratio of STs is more than the national average. In 
states like Goa, Kerala, Arunachal, Odisha, Chattisgarh, Meghalaya, 
Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Mizoram, Jharkhand and Lakshadweep sex ratio is 
more than equality. In case of SCs is observed that there are only five 
states namely Puducherry, Goa, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu 
where sex ratio is greater than equality.  

China has experienced a rapid fertility reduction, from more than six 
children per woman in the early 1960s to fewer than two children per 
woman in the 1990s, to just above replacement levels in 2010. It has been 
one of the most rapid fertility declines in recorded human history, and 
since the 1980s has resulted in significantly more boys being born each 
year than girls. When these many millions of extra boys born in China 
reach marriage age they will not be able to find Chinese women to marry. 
This has important and very relevant implications for China and for the 
rest of the world with respect to the imposition of war and national and 
international security, and the transmission of sexually transmitted 
infections (STIs), particularly the human immunodeficiency virus 
(HIV).China’s long-term high Sex Ratio at Birthhas led to many problems, 
one of the most acute being that of the surplus male.  

In China, the largest sex ratios belong to a large strip stretching from 
Hainan in the South to Henan in Yellow River Valley. This zone remains 
however slightly fragmented with lower than expected sex ratio (or spatial 
outliers) found in many interstices. Apart from parts lying along the 
Western border of our China map, there are several regions with 
homogeneous low 15/18 sex ratio values such as the North-eastern states. 
Another visible such region is found in one of China’s most modernized 
area, i.e. the Yangtze River delta in Shanghai and Zhejiang provinces. 

Geographically, China and India present much dissimilarity. On the 
whole, the spatial distribution of the population tends to be highly skewed 
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in China towards the Eastern part of the country where human density is 
extremely high. Large parts of China’s western provinces (such as 
Xinjiang or Tibet) display on the contrary very low population density 
levels. They mostly correspond to barren, arid tracts where cultivable land 
represents less than 5% of the overall land surface. As a result, counties in 
Western China are often gigantic though possessing tiny populations. In 
156 counties, the area exceeds 10,000 sq. km. Almost 400 counties have a 
child population that is below 10,000. 

The Sex Ratio at Birth trend was similar in China and South Korea before 
the mid-1990s, but then diverged as China’s sex ratio at birth continued to 
increase and South Korea’s declined. During the rise and fall of the SRB 
in South Korea, the total effect of variations in SRB of all birth orders 
dominated the change in total SRB. For China, before 2000, the total 
effect of variations in SRB of all birth orders dominated the change in 
total SRB. However, after 2000, the effect of compositional change 
dominated the slight rise in total SRB. It can be predicted that the total 
SRB will decline markedly as the total effect of variations in SRB 
decrease rapidly, following the South Korean trajectory. The rural SRB 
increased much more than the urban SRB from 1980 to 2000, as the total 
effect of variations in SRB of all birth orders in rural areas was much 
larger than that in urban areas. After 2000, the total effect of variations in 
SRB of all birth orders was reversed, and the total SRB in rural areas 
declined. The effect of compositional change depressed the rise in total 
SRB before 2000, and then increased the total SRB during the decade 
from 2000 to 2010 only to a small extent. In most provinces, the dominant 
factor for change in total SRB was the variation in SRB of all birth orders, 
mainly the rise in SRB at the first birth, which promotes a rise in sex ratio 
at birth in all provinces. In 2005–2010, the absolute value of the influence 
of variations in SRB by birth order and compositional changes in female 
births by birth order was generally lower than that in 2000–2005. No 
spatial autocorrelation has been discerned for the changes in total SRB, or 
the total effect of decomposed components. 

Finally, for the decomposition itself, changes in total SRB were 
decomposed into the sum of variations in SRB by birth order and 
compositional changes. Since the SRB is the ratio of male-to-female 
births, and generally female births are taken as a benchmark, the 
compositional change in terms of female births by birth order in this 
decomposition is logical. Also, it would be possible to use the distribution 
of male births by parity in the decomposition and the results might be 
somewhat different. For the first decade of the 21st century the SRB 
fluctuated around 120 in China, but the SRB for first birth increased 
substantially from 2000 to 2010. Since 2010, according to the official 
figures, China has experienced an annual consecutive decline in SRB. In 
October 2015, in view of the decline in fertility intention and fertility rate, 
China relaxed its 35-year stringent birth control policy and replaced it with 
a universal two-child-per-couple policy. This relaxation is expected in part 
to alleviate the imbalanced sex structure problem in China’s population. 
As the current universal two-child-per-couple policy will affect the 
composition of births, it will be useful to apply the above method to 
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examine the SRB trend and its decomposition component when the data 
are available. 

Spatial distributions of child sex ratio in both countries are rather 
dissimilar. India’s patterns are oriented towards the Northwest whereas 
East China is characterized by a larger number of distinct hot spots. These 
differences may be related to the process through which gender 
discrimination has emerged in China and India. At the same time, it is also 
possible that such spatial variations between China and India could be 
partly artificial, resulting from the specific characteristics of each national 
administrative grid. 

3.12. FEMINIZATION OF LABOUR AND STATUS OF 
WOMEN WORKERS 

Differences between female and male work are hardly informed by 
biological factors but are socially created. Traditionally, certain activities 
such as domestic work and informal rural and urban work have been 
associated with females. Often these activities were not considered as 
typical work and therefore were undervalued as unproductive work. With 
the current wave of global capitalism, with its flexibility in work 
organization, the gender composition of the labor force has changed 
worldwide. Certain features of female work in traditional sectors have 
become more desirable and appropriate for the way production processes 
are structured. As a result, women's productive resources are being 
strategically engaged economically. However, women continue to be 
disadvantaged as unequal partners to capitalists since they do not dictate 
the rules of the game. The feminization of labor refers to the increasing 
integration of women into the wage labor market as a result of 
industrialization and globalization processes. The rise of the United States 
as an industrial power in the 20th century marked the increase in the 
demand for female workers into the wage labor force. 

The feminization of labour is a term used to describe emerging labor 
relations due to global capitalism. Manufacturing jobs are now considered 
women's work. The global expansion of trade, capital flows and 
technology has resulted in increased formal and informal market 
opportunities for women due to their lower wages and their willingness to 
take on flexible and part time employment.As the global economy 
expands multinational companies proactively recruit women in both the 
developing and the developed world to fill what has been traditionally 
male occupations.From the perspective of multinational corporations 
female workers can be profitable because they have historically worked 
for lower wages they have been less likely to organize and they have 
higher turnaround rates. 

Therefore women are expected to work for lower wages, no job security 
and no autonomy. The feminization of labor is partially attributable to 
neoliberal restructuring of the global economy referring to the changes in 
the production process away from large factory worksites to informal 
production. 
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Feminization of the work industry is the pressure shaped from the cultural 
turn where the issues of fairness, opportunity, and redistribution in society 
overcome economic inequalities and find more balance to combat income 
inequality, social exclusion, and cultural imperialism. The issues of sexual 
differences, gender roles, and employment and services inequalities are 
questioned, abandoned, and removed. Feminization of the workplace links 
to the Marxist approach where everyone has the ability to sell his labor 
power to own the means of production. This approach allows women to 
work in jobs with flexible and family-friendly working hours because of 
their childcare responsibilities. 

The gender composition of the labour force in the world has changed 
significantly during neoliberal globalisation. In addition to continuing 
participation of women in traditional sectors such as home working, 
participation of women in the paid labour force has been accelerated. By 
the late 1980s, more than half of working age women were working in the 
paid labour force and women made up one third of the total labour force in 
the world. It is interesting to mention that the large-scale feminisation of 
paid work had its origin during the emergence of the textile and clothing 
industry in the world. 

In 19th century, cotton, textiles and, in some cases, clothing industries in 
Lancashire, Yorkshire, Bombay and Lowell, Massachusetts were all 
overwhelmingly staffed by unskilled women (sometimes accompanied by 
child workers).  

Following India’s independence, the country’s labour history viewed 
issues of gender as superfluous; the fact that there were low proportions 
of female workers was irrelevant to the holistic and all-encompassing 
stories of caste and class mobilization.Some decades later, the 1980s 
would see a renewed surge of feminisation of labour activity period in 
which labour and social rights became perceived increasingly as costs 
and rigidities. Since then, development policies in India have tended to 
centre more on women’s reproductive rather than productive roles, as 
shown by the amount of investment in population and family planning 
programmes that in turn have created a positive impact on women’s 
employment. Historically, therefore, India has viewed women primarily 
for their reproductive role. Such rigid gender assignment has acted as an 
impediment to employment.  

In India, the 2017 Amendment to the Maternity Benefit Act of 1961 
seeks to promote women’s participation in the workforce by providing 
beneficial entitlements to female employees, like increasing maternity 
leave from 12 weeks to 26 and ensuring that every establishment with 
over 50 employees has a crèche service. The law was designed to ensure 
women’s participation is not hindered due to childbearing duties. Still, 
there must be laws to protect women from wage calculations of hiring 
for so-called ‘lost experience’ due to childbearing and infrastructural 
costs. 
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3.13. WOMEN AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT STATUS 

The Committee on the Status of Women in India recognized early in its 
investigation that the anti-discrimination approach, reflected in laws and 
dependence on education, legal equality, and the franchise as major 
instruments for women's development, had failed to bring about a 
meaningful improvement in women's status. Significant processes of 
decline in women's status which had begun much earlier had continued 
unchecked after independence in 1947 and were actually accelerated by 
development planning. Demographic statistics which show a decline in the 
proportion of women in the Indian population, a declining female 
economic participation rate since the early 20th century, and a high rate of 
female migration caused by economic distress and declining employment 
opportunities, and rising number and proportion of women illiterates, 
provide evidence of the decline in women's status in India. A search for 
the reasons why earlier policy had failed led to realization that 
development aggravated the inequalities persisting within traditional roles.  

Women in the working sectorsof the population had traditionally played 
major roles in agriculture, industry, and services, but the official 5-Year 
Plans of the Indian government had totally ignored their contribution. 
Statutory laws which tried to ensure women's equality were modelled very 
often of the laws in industrialized societies and tended to ignore the 
uncoded customary laws that were closer to the realities of poor women's 
lives. The right of divorce, of remarriage after widowhood, and of a share 
of property, which were traditionally denied to elite women, were 
generally prevalent among the lower cases and tribes by custom, but the 
influence of elite culture has been eroding them for a long time. Statutory 
laws brought some relief to women of the elite, but not to the poor. 
Various working groups have identified strategies to reverse the economic 
marginalization of women, but acceptance of their recommendations has 
been halting and ambivalent. The response from implementing agencies 
has been extremely slow and unimaginative. The government faces 
problems of slowing economic growth, inflation, and rising poverty, and 
has not yet given priority to the issues of women's employment and 
development. The only sectors in which recognition has been given to the 
link between women's development and general economic development 
are the anti-poverty programs, especially in rural areas, and competent 
personnel, especially at the local level where implementation occurs.  

The United Nations Development Programme’s Human Development 
Report 1993 highlighted various areas in which women fare worse than 
men in accessing as well as enjoying economic, social and Cultural 
entitlements: 

Literacy—Women are much less likely than men to be literate. In South 
Asia, female literacy rates are only around 50% those of males and in 
Nepal 35% and Sudan 27%Women make up two-thirds of the world’s 
illiterates. 
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Higher education—Women in developing countries lag far behind men. In 
Sub-Saharan Africa, their enrolment rates for tertiary education are only a 
third of those of men. Even in industrial countries, women are very poorly 
represented in scientific and technical study. 

Employment—In developing countries women have many fewer job 
opportunities, the employment participation rates of women are on 
average only 50% those of men (in South Asia 29% and in Arab States 
only 16%) .Wage discrimination is also a feature of industrial countries: in 
Japan, women receive only 51% of male wages.  

Health—Women tend on average to live longer than men. But in some 
Asian and North African countries, the discrimination against women—
through neglect of their health or nutrition is such that they have a shorter 
life expectancy.  

3.14.    HUMAN RIGHT AND LEGAL SPACE FOR 
WOMEN- INDIAN CONTEXT 

Gender equality means a society in wherein both women and men enjoy 
the same opportunities, rights and obligations in different spheres of life. 
Equality in decision making, economic and social freedom, equal access to 
education and right to practice an occupation of one’s choice. In order to 
promote gender equality, we need to the empowerment of women, and 
concentrate on areas which are most crucial to her well-being. Women’s 
empowerment, economic, social, political, is vital to growth of any nation 
and to protect and nurture human rights. 

Historically, women have been excluded from political life and decision-
making processes. Women’s campaigns for participation in the public and 
political arena date back to the nineteenth and twentieth centuries and 
continue today. At the time of the First World War, few parliamentary 
democracies recognized women’s right to vote. In 1945, when the United 
Nations was established, more than half of the 51 nations that ratified the 
Charter still did not allow women to vote or gave them only restricted 
voting rights. According to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
everyone has the right to take part in the government of his or her country. 
One of the first tasks of the Commission on the Status of Women was to 
write the 1952 Convention on the Political Rights of Women. The 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 
Women builds on previous conventions and its article 7 concerns women’s 
access to decision-making in political and public life.  

The United Nations adopted the Universal Declaration of Human rights on 
10 December 1948 which proclaims that all human beings are born free 
and have equal right to dignity .Similarly Indian Constitution guarantees 
several rights such as the right to equality in Article 14, right to life and 
personal liberty under Article 21 of Constitution to all its citizens 
irrespective of gender. 
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Constitutional Rights to Women: The rights and safeguards enshrined in 
the constitution for women in India are below: 

 The state shall not discriminate against any citizen of India on the 
ground of sex [Article 15(1)]. 

 The state is empowered to make any special provision for women. In 
other words, this provision enables the state to make affirmative 
discrimination in favour of women [Article 15(3)]. 

 No citizen shall be discriminated against or be ineligible for any 
employment or office under the state on the ground of sex [Article 
16(2)]. 

 Traffic in human beings and forced labour are prohibited [Article 
23(1)]. 

 The state to secure for men and women equally the right to an 
adequate means of livelihood [Article 39(a)]. 

 The state to secure equal pay for equal work for both Indian men and 
women [Article 39(d)]. 

 The state is required to ensure that the health and strength of women 
workers are not abused and that they are not forced by economic 
necessity to enter avocations unsuited to their strength [Article 39(e)]. 

 The state shall make provision for securing just and humane conditions 
of work and maternity relief [Article 42]. 

 It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to renounce practices 
derogatory to the dignity of women [Article 51-A (e)]. 

 One-third of the total number of seats to be filled by direct election in 
every Panchayat shall be reserved for women [Article 243-D (3)]. 

 One-third of the total number of offices of chairpersons in the 
Panchayats at each level shall be reserved for women [Article 243-D 
(4)]. 

 One-third of the total number of seats to be filled by direct election in 
every Municipality shall be reserved for women [Article 243-T (3)]. 

 The offices of chairpersons in the Municipalities shall be reserved for 
women in such manner as the State Legislature may provide [Article 
243-T (4)]. 

Under the Constitution of India, the Directive Principles of State Policy 
contain duties of the State to apply these principles while making laws. 
These principles state that state shall direct its policies to secure that 
citizens, men and women equally have the right to an adequate means of 
livelihood, that there is equal pay for both men and women, provide free 
and compulsory education for children and duty to improve public health. 
Whereas in case of violation of fundamental rights , these rights are 
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enforceable , that is , a victim can seek legal redress through a court of law 
, the directive principles are only a guiding factor and its non-observance 
is not actionable before court of law. 

Legal Rights to Women: The following various legislation’s contained 
several rights and safeguards for women: 

 Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act (2005) is a 
comprehensive legislation to protect women in India from all forms of 
domestic violence. It also covers women who have been/are in a 
relationship with the abuser and are subjected to violence of any kind 
physical, sexual, mental, verbal or emotional. 

 Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act (1956) is the premier legislation for 
prevention of trafficking for commercial sexual exploitation. In other 
words, it prevents trafficking in women and girls for the purpose of 
prostitution as an organised means of living. 

 Indecent Representation of Women (Prohibition) Act (1986) prohibits 
indecent representation of women through advertisements or in 
publications, writings, paintings, figures or in any other manner. 

 Commission of Sati (Prevention) Act (1987) provides for the more 
effective prevention of the commission of sati and its glorification on 
women. 

 Dowry Prohibition Act (1961) prohibits the giving or taking of dowry 
at or before or any time after the marriage from women. 

 Maternity Benefit Act (1961) regulates the employment of women in 
certain establishments for certain period before and after child-birth 
and provides for maternity benefit and certain other benefits. 

 Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act (1971) provides for the 
termination of certain pregnancies by registered medical practitioners 
on humanitarian and medical grounds. 

 Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Prohibition of 
Sex Selection) Act (1994)prohibits sex selection before or after 
conception and prevents the misuse of pre-natal diagnostic techniques 
for sex determination leading to female feticides. 

 Equal Remuneration Act (1976) provides for payment of equal 
remuneration to both men and women workers for same work or work 
of a similar nature. It also prevents discrimination on the ground of 
sex, against women in recruitment and service conditions. 

 Dissolution of Muslim Marriages Act (1939) grants a Muslim wife the 
right to seek the dissolution of her marriage. 

 Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Divorce) Act (1986)protects 
the rights of Muslim women who have been divorced by or have 
obtained divorce from their husbands. 
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 Family Courts Act (1984) provides for the establishment of Family 
Courts for speedy settlement of family disputes. 

 Indian Penal Code (1860) contains provisions to protect Indian women 
from dowry death, rape, kidnapping, cruelty and other offences. 

 Code of Criminal Procedure (1973) has certain safeguards for women 
like obligation of a person to maintain his wife, arrest of woman by 
female police and so on. 

 Indian Christian Marriage Act (1872) contain provisions relating to 
marriage and divorce among the Christian community. 

  Legal Services Authorities Act (1987) provides for free legal services 
to Indian women. 

  Hindu Marriage Act (1955) introduced monogamy and allowed 
divorce on certain specified grounds. It provided equal rights to Indian 
man and woman in respect of marriage and divorce. 

 Hindu Succession Act (1956) recognizes the right of women to inherit 
parental property equally with men. 

 Minimum Wages Act (1948) does not allow discrimination between 
male and female workers or different minimum wages for them. 

 Mines Act (1952) and Factories Act (1948) prohibits the employment 
of women between 7 P.M. to 6 A.M. in mines and factories and 
provides for their safety and welfare. 

 The following other legislation’s also contain certain rights and 
safeguards for women: 

o Employees’ State Insurance Act (1948) 

o Plantation Labour Act (1951) 

o Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act (1976) 

o Legal Practitioners (Women) Act (1923) 

o Indian Succession Act (1925) 

o Indian Divorce Act (1869) 

o Parsi Marriage and Divorce Act (1936) 

o Special Marriage Act (1954) 

o Foreign Marriage Act (1969) 

o Indian Evidence Act (1872) 

o Hindu Adoptions and Maintenance Act (1956). 

 National Commission for Women Act (1990) provided for the 
establishment of a National Commission for Women to study and 
monitor all matters relating to the constitutional and legal rights and 
safeguards of women. 
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 Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition 
and Redressal). Act (2013) provides protection to women from sexual 
harassment at all workplaces both in public and private sector, whether 
organised or unorganized. 

3.15. SUMMARY 

The body is organic matter that, as such, gets corrupted, aged 
and finally dies. However, the body is much more: it is the 
means through which we relate to the environment, the material 
form of our way of being-in-the-world and the place where 
subjectivity, feeling or identity meet. People are always moving 
which may never know precisely where its ancestors lived and modern 
people are wondering to create a true sense of home, an ecologically 
relevant sense of place instead of a simple space. Space is one of the most 
important concepts within the disciplines of social science as it is 
fundamental to our understanding of geography. The human geographers’ 
interest is in the objects within the space and their relative position, which 
involves the description, explanation and prediction of the distribution of 
phenomena. Thus, the relationships between objects in space is the central 
of the study. 

In short, "space" is the social space in which we live and create 
relationships with other people, societies and surroundings. Space is an 
outcome of the hard and continuous work of building up and maintaining 
collectives by bringing different things into alignments. All kinds of 
different spaces can and therefore do exist which may or may not relate to 
each other. Thus, through space, we can understand more about social 
action. 

Patriarchy structure has been a major feature of the traditional society. It is 
a system of social stratification and differentiation on the basis of sex, 
which provides material advantages to males while simultaneously placing 
severe constraints on the roles and activities of females. Historically, the 
term patriarchy has been used to refer to autocratic rule by the male head 
of a family; however, since the late 20th century it has also been used to 
refer to social systems in which power is primarily held by adult men. The 
concept and role of patriarchy is changing in different historical times 

Gender refers to the socially constructed roles of and relations between 
men and women. Gender refers to the social attributes and opportunities 
associated with being male and female and the relationships between 
women and men and girls and boys. These attributes, opportunities and 
relationships are socially constructed and are learned through socialization 
processes. They are context/time, specific and changeable. In simple 
terms, gender explains the differences between men and women. Sex ratio 
is an important demographic and cultural index which measures the extent 
of the existing equity between genders in a society at a given point of 
time. Changes in sex ratio largely reflect the underlying socio-economic 
and cultural patterns of a society in different ways. Determinants of 
changes in sex ratio vary from sex differentials in mortality, sex selective 
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migration, sex ratio at birth times and sex differentials in population 
enumeration. India is one of the few countries in the world where males 
outnumber females. Sex ratio imbalances found in Asia are primarily due 
to the increasing proportions of sons among children in China and India. 
This gradual demographic masculinization over the last two decades 
results from the rapid progression in the number of sex-selective abortions 
aimed at ensuring the birth of male children. While other factors such as 
female infanticide or excess child mortality have played a sizeable role in 
the past in distorting sex ratios among the child population, the rise of pre-
birth sex selection has entirely changed the situation. 

Globalization is the process by which ideas, knowledge, information, 
goods and services spread around the world. In business, the term is used 
in an economic context to describe integrated economies marked by free 
trade, the free flow of capital among countries and easy access to foreign 
resources, including labormarkets, to maximize returns and benefit for the 
common good. Globalization, or globalisation as it is known in some parts 
of the world, is driven by the convergence of cultural and economic 
systems. This convergence promotes -- and in some cases necessitates -- 
increased interaction, integration and interdependence among nations.  

The feminization of labor refers to the increasing integration of women 
into the wage labor market as a result of industrialization and globalization 
processes. The rise of the United States as an industrial power in the 20th 
century marked the increase in the demand for female workers into the 
wage labor force.The feminization of labour is a term used to describe 
emerging labor relations due to global capitalism. Manufacturing jobs are 
now considered women's work. The global expansion of trade, capital 
flows and technology has resulted in increased formal and informal market 
opportunities for women due to their lower wages and their willingness to 
take on flexible and part time employment. As the global economy 
expands multinational companies proactively recruit women in both the 
developing and the developed world to fill what has been traditionally 
male occupations. From the perspective of multinational corporations 
female workers can be profitable because they have historically worked 
for lower wages they have been less likely to organize and they have 
higher turnaround rates. 

Gender equality means a society in wherein both women and men enjoy 
the same opportunities, rights and obligations in different spheres of life. 
Equality in decision making, economic and social freedom, equal access to 
education and right to practice an occupation of one’s choice. In order to 
promote gender equality, we need to the empowerment of women, and 
concentrate on areas which are most crucial to her well-being. Women’s 
empowerment, economic, social, political, is vital to growth of any nation 
and to protect and nurture human rights.  
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3.16. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS OR EXERCISE 

1. True or False 

a.  Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act (2005) is a 
comprehensive legislation to protect women in India from all forms of 
domestic violence. 

 b.  Globalization is the process by which ideas, knowledge, information, 
goods and services spread around the world. 

c.  Socialism is a system of economic production whereby business 
owners (capitalists) acquire the means of production. 

 d. Historically, the term matriarchy has been used to refer to  
autocratic rule by the male head of a family. 

e.  In sociology, feminization is the shift in gender roles and sex roles in a 
society, group, or organization towards a focus upon the feminine. 

 2. Fill in the Blanks  

a) _____________does not allow discrimination between male and female 
workers or different minimum wages for them. 

 b) Legal Services Authorities Act (1987) provides for free 
___________to Indian women. 

c) In short, ____________is the social space in which we live and create 
relationships with other people, societies and surroundings. 

d) One-third of the total number of seats to be filled by direct election in 
every Panchayat shall be reserved for ___________. 

e) The state shall not discriminate against any citizen of India on the 
ground of _______________ [Article 15(1)]. 

3. Multiple Choice Question  

1. The state to secure equal pay for equal work for both Indian men and 
women _____________. 

 a. Article 39(d) 

b. Article 40(d) 

c. Article 41(d) 

d. None the above 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Socio-Cultural and 
Political Geography 

98 

2. 2011 it is observed that highest number of overall sex ratio is found in 
__________- 

a. Delhi 

 b. Kerala 

 c. West Bengal 

d. Maharashtra 

 3. ______________the highest populous state. 

a. Tamil Nadu 

b. Kerala 

c. Uttar Pradesh 

d. Himachal Pradesh 

4. ______________state has reported child sex ratio greater that 
national level  

a. Tamil Nadu 

b. Kerala 

c. Karnataka 

d. Maharashtra 

 5. ___________provides protection to women from sexual harassment 
at all workplaces both in public and private sector. 

 a. Maternity Benefit Act (1961) 

b. Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace Act (2013) 

c. Dowry Prohibition Act (1961)  

d. None the above 

4. Answer the following Questions  

1. Explain the role of patriarchy in Indian Society. 

 2.  Write a detailed note on capitalist mode of production. 

3. Explain your view on globalization and women worldwide status.  

4. What are the legal space of Indian women? 

5. Write your view on feminization of labour.  

3.17. ANSWERS TO THE SELF-LEARNING 
QUESTIONS 

1. a. True 

1. b. True 

1. c. False  

1. d. False 
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1. e. True 

2. a. Minimum Wages Act (1948)  

2. b. legal services 

2. c. space 

2. d. women  

2. e. sex 

 3.1. a 

3.2. b 

 3.3. c 

3.4. c 

3.5. b 

3.18. TECHNICAL WORDS AND THEIR MEANING: 

 Patriarchy: a system of society or government in which the father or 
eldest male is head of the family and descent is reckoned through the 
male line. 
 

 Capitalist Production: Capitalism is a system of economic production 
whereby business owners (capitalists) acquire the means of production 
(capital) and hire workers who get paid for their labor. 

 
 Feminization: In sociology, feminization is the shift in gender roles 

and sex roles in a society, group, or organization towards a focus upon 
the feminine. 

 
 Space:  "space" is the social space in which we live and create 

relationships with other people, societies and surroundings.  
 

 Society: people in general thought of as living together in organized 
communities with shared laws, traditions, and values 

 
 Globalization; is the word used to describe the growing 

interdependence of the world's economies, cultures, and populations, 
brought about by cross-border trade in goods and services, technology, 
and flows of investment, people, and information. 

 
 Sex ratio: The sex ratio is the ratio of males to females in a 

population. In most sexually reproducing species, the ratio tends to be 
1:1. 

 
 Demographic: It is the study of a population-based on factors such as 

age, race, and sex. 
 

 Socio-cultural: The definition of sociocultural is something that 
involves the social and cultural aspects. 
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 Human Right: a right which is believed to belong to every person. 

 
 Violence: Behaviour which harms or damages somebody/something 

physical 
 

 Sexual Harassment: It is unlawful to harass a person (an applicant 
or employee) because of that person's sex. 

 
 Dowry: Dowry means any property or valuable security given or 

agreed to be given by the bride to the groom or by the groom to the 
bride. By the parents of either the bride or the groom or by any other 
person. 

3.19. TASK 

Write down in detail about the feminization of labour, women and human 
development status and legal space for women in India. 
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4 
 SPATIAL DYNAMICS OF POLITICAL 

PROCESSES 

After going through this chapter, you will be able to understand the 
following features 

Unit Structure 

4.1 Objectives 

4.2 Introduction 

4.3 Subject Discussion 

4.4. Geopolitical perspective of state, nation, and the nation-state- colonial 
and post-colonial context 

4.5. Theoretical perspectives on global political structure- critical analysis 
of heartlandrimland theories- Relevance of World-Systems approach- 
Core periphery structure 

4.6. Boundary and frontier concepts- Terrestrial and maritime context- 
Processes of boundary formation- cultural and ethnic identities- 
Buffer State and Enclaves 

4.7. Dynamics of electoral politics- Indian context- Globalisation and 
contemporary geopolitics 

4.8. Summary 

4.9. Check your Progress/Exercise 

4.10. Answers to the Self-learning Questions 

4.11. Technical words and their meaning 

4.12. Task 

4.13. References for further study 

4.1. OBJECTIVES 

By the end of this unit, you will be able to 

 Understand the definitions of state, nation, and nation-state 
geopolitically 

 Theories of heartland and rim lands with criticism 
 Comprehend the processes of boundary formation 
 Examine the process of globalization 

4.2. INTRODUCTION 

Geopolitics is an age-old phenomenon that made people discover new 
lands, capture, recapture or surrender them which led to the formation of 
boundaries and frontiers. The present shape of the surface of the earth is 
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influenced by the past and present geopolitical movements which have 
been attempted to understand through several theories.    

4.3 SUBJECT DISCUSSION 

The present chapter explains the past perspectives of geopolitics and how 
it has changed in the present and will influence the future of the world 
through processes like globalization. 

4.4. GEOPOLITICAL PERSPECTIVE OF STATE, 
NATION, AND THE NATION-STATE- COLONIAL 
AND POST-COLONIAL CONTEXT 

Geopolitical perspective refers to the study of the combined effect of 
Geography and Economics on politics and on the relations between 
nations. From this perspective following are the important definitions: 

 State: A State is an independent, sovereign government exercising 
control over a certain spatially defined and bounded area, whose 
borders are usually clearly defined and internationally recognized by 
other states. 
 

 Nation:A nation is a group of people who see themselves as a 
cohesive and coherent unit based on shared cultural or historical 
criteria. Nations are socially constructed units, not given by nature. 
Their existence, definition, and members can change dramatically 
based on circumstances. Nations in some ways can be thought of as 
“imagined communities” that are bound together by notions of unity 
that can pivot around religion, ethnic identity, language, cultural 
practice and so forth. 

 
 Nation-state: A Nation-State is the idea of a homogenous nation 

governed by its own sovereign state—where each state contains one 
nation. This idea is almost never achieved. 

The above three were never achieved during colonial rule. However, the 
need for an independent state was realized for which people worked as a 
nation. To date, we are trying to establish a nation-state with tolerance for 
everyone. 

In the colonial era, there was existence of small princely states which were 
later merged to become bigger kingdoms and finally the present system of 
administration has been derived. However, there are areas which are still 
struggling to understand their belongingness and identity. One such 
example is the ‘enclaves’ between India and Bangladesh. These are small 
islands formed by the depositional action of the rivers. Historically, these 
enclaves have been used as stakes in gaming by the then pre-colonial and 
colonial Kings of India and Bangladesh. As a result, the residents of these 
enclaves have been continuously struggling with their national identity 
viz. Indians or Bangladeshis. At the same time, they lack appropriate 
governance and administration.  
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Hence, it can be said that certain geopolitical issues have been existing 
from past and they will continue to remain in future if not addressed 
property. 

4.5. THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES ON GLOBAL 
POLITICAL STRUCTURE- CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF 
HEARTLANDRIMLAND THEORIES- RELEVANCE OF 
WORLD-SYSTEMS APPROACH- CORE PERIPHERY 
STRUCTURE 

The global political structure is governed by several factors described in 
the form of theories that explain the reasons and/or assumptions for the 
present distribution of societies, economies, and populations.  

 The Heartland Theory 

The first explanations were provided by the Heartland Theory of 
Geopolitics envisaged by H.J. Mackinder in the year 1904. In 1895, he 
was one of the founders of the London School of Economics. In Oxford, 
Ma was the driving force behind the creation of School of Geography in 
1899. 

In 1904, he gave a paper on “The Geographical Pivot of History” at the 
Royal Geographical Society, in which he formulated the Heartland 
Theory. This theory in the initial stages received very less attention 
outside Geography but later this theory had some influence on the foreign 
policies of world powers.  

On the basis of physical map of the world, Mackinder concluded that on 
the global scale, the earth surface consisted of a huge & continuous 
landmass (Europe, Asia, and Africa) and some isolated Islands e.g. North 
and South America, Australia, Great Britain, and Japan. 

He named this huge united landmass of Europe, Asia & Africa as the 
‘World Island’ which accounts for 2/3rd of the total land area of Earth, 
being 11 Mn. Sq. Km and also about 7/8th or 88% of the total population 
of the world. The concept of World Island is central to the theoretical 
precepts of Mackinder. The rest of the continents supported the only 1/8th 
of the mankind. The concept of Heartland was later used in cold war 
discourse to denote an era of Eurasia. Mackinder suggested that 
the Columbian era of Sea Power (Age of Discoveries with Columbus, 
Marco Polo, etc ) which had given Europe its pivotal role for the past 4 
centuries (Colonial Era), was coming to a close and was being eclipsed by 
the ascendancy of Land-based powers & in particular with a new 
‘Geopolitical pivot of History’ namely the Heartland of Europe-Asia. 

Mackinder divided the world into 3 Tier spatially organized system 

The 3 tiers were – 

1. PIVOT AREA/HEARTLAND – It is surrounded by mountains on 
three sides and by the ice-bound Arctic on the North 
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 It consisted of the whole Siberia & parts of Central Asia 
(Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, and 
Turkmenistan) 

 It was surrounded by the vast icefields of Arctic in North, the 
Urals in West, Central Asian Highlands in South & East Siberian 
Highlands in East 

 It was thus termed as a “Natural Fortress or the Uppermost Citadel 
of the world” as it was not accessible to sea powers 

 The pivot area has a concentration of all-natural resources – 
mineral, water, soil, forest, etc. 

2. INNER CRESCENT – The Pivot Area was pictured by Mackinder 
as surrounded by an ‘Inner’ or ‘Marginal’ Crescent, consisting of 
an arch of coastland & characterized by drainage into navigable seas 

 This inner or marginal crescent considered of the whole of Eurasia 
outside the heartland 

 It symbolizes the Sea Power and includes – 

0. Europe 

1. South West Asia 

2. North Africa 

3. India 

4. China (some parts of China is in pivot area also) 

 Most of the Human civilizations are located in the crescent and it is 
co-terminus with the old world i.e. Pre-Columbian 

3. OUTER/INSULAR CRESCENT – Outside the Inner or Marginal 
crescent lay Mackinder’s 3rd tier, which he named as the Outer or 
Insular crescent 

 Mackinder suggested it to have no geographical significance in the 
contemporary world 

 It included the New World (North America, South America, Other 
parts of Africa, Pacific Islands, Oceania) 

 It is designated as Outer Crescent because of their complete 
insularity from the mainland of Eurasia 

For Mackinder, the concept of World Island is central to this 
theoretical percept. For him, whoever could gain control of ‘World 
Island’ would be in an almost unstoppable position to dominate the 
entire globe. In his opinion, the heartland having Agricultural 
resources could conquer Europe, Middle East & Far East. The inner 
and outer crescent would follow later. 



 

 

Spatial Dynamics of 
Political Processes 

 

105 

Modified Concept of Strategic Heartland, 1919 

 In 1919, he modified his theory and presented in his book “Democratic 
Ideals and Reality”. It was a much elaborate theory & probably the 
most voluminous work in the entire political geography. The Pivot 
Area was modified & he called it Heartland. 

However, the theory was criticized on several grounds as follows: 

1. Mackinder constructed his theory on basis of Mercator’s Map 
Projection, and he thought that the USA and Russia are 1000s of miles 
apart and that Arctic ice fields are largely expansive. But the USA is 
hundreds of miles from Siberia (Bering Strait) 
 

2. He wrongly equated power potential with the sheer geographical area, 
a factor that made him to overinflate the resources and power potential 
of the inner Asian Heartland e.g., the Sahara Desert has a vast area but 
barren, without any resources 

 
3. He tried to explain the present and prognosticate the future in terms of 

technology that has become outdated 
 

4. He overlooked the fact that Heartland was a region of permanent 
difficulties because of its interior location and owing to the extremes 
of climate. It is too cold in winter and parts of it are hot and dry in 
summer, therefore owing to these locational climatic factors, the 
Heartland is at a relatively disadvantage as compared to other larger & 
well-endowed area 

 
5. The real world was not flat but spherical, and the flat earth map used 

by Mackinder to utilize the pivot area thesis has led to a false sense of 
world geography. 
 

 The Rimland Theory 

In 1944, Spykman as the point of critic or antithetic to the Heartland 
Theory presented his work titled “The Rimland Theory” in his book – 
“The Geography of Peace”. He gave a different interpretation of the 
relative importance of Heartland (Land Power) vis-a-vis the 
surrounding Inner and Outer Crescent. 

His theory has been based on the 2 basic postulates of Mackinder – 

o Geographical Causation of History 

o The conflict between Land Power and Seapower 

Spykman, based on the same premises, built a new geopolitical 
model where the Sea Power was supreme and Land Power being 
inaccessible is inferior.Sea Power has faster movement, greater 
accessibility while Land can be inaccessible due to hills, rivers, 
deserts, etc.Sea Powers have more than 2/3rd population of the 
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world and thus full of human & technological resources. Most of the 
population is located on Coastal areas. Spykman considered 
geographical features as important determinants in foreign 
policy because of its emphasis on spatial variations. In medieval human 
history and the pre-modern era, Naval Power had supremacy over the 
Land power as they had Navigation Technology, Ships, etc. e.g. British, 
French, German, Portuguese, Spanish, Italy were all sea powers and whole 
world became the colonial house of these countries. Spykman 
gave emphasis on maritime mobility as the basis of a new type of 
geopolitical structure. According to Spykman, it is the sea power that 
governs the relationships between Old and New Worlds. To Spykman, 
the Heartland appeared “less important than the Rimland”  as  
Heartland could not support a large population due to extremes of 
climate in Central Siberia. He was convinced that it is a combination of 
land and sea powers controlling the Rimland that would in all probability 
control the “essential power relations of the world”. 

2 Tier System (Inner Core & Rimland) 

He divided the world in 2 tier system – 

A. Inner Core 

 It is similar to the Heartland 

 He said that Heartland is a region of Physiographic difficulties with 
barriers and extreme climatic constraints such as Siberia 

 The resources are dormant 

 Human Population is absent 

 It is neither a natural fortress nor the protected Land 

 Moreover, this region is inhabited by Tribals and has primitive 
civilization and by no means it can affect the geopolitics of the world. 
It is a Land of Miseries with no prosperity. 

B. Rimland 

 Similar to the Inner Crescent and has all the majestic sea powers, 
which scripted the history of modern civilization 

 All the area of Rimland is connected to water i.e. The seas or oceans 
e.g. China, India, ASEAN Countries, Gulf Countries, etc 

 To Spykman – “Heartland appeared less important than the Rimland” 
and his famous dictum was 

“Who controls the Rimland rules Eurasia,Who rules Eurasia controls 
the destinies of the World” 

The Rimland theory has been criticized on the following grounds: 
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 Spykman underestimated the role of the world community and UNO in 
promoting world peace 

 World today is a global village and international law doesn’t permit 
territorial expansion. 

 

Fig. 4.1. The Diagrammatic Representation of the Heartland and Rimland 
Theory 

Source: https://lotusarise.com/heartland-and-rimland-theory-upsc/#three-
tiers 

The World Systems Approach-Core Periphery Model 

The countries of the world can be divided into two major world regions: 
the "core" and the "periphery." The core includes major world powers and 
the countries that contain much of the wealth of the planet. The periphery 
has those countries that are not reaping the benefits of global wealth and 
globalization. 

The Theory of Core and Periphery 

Many reasons exist as to why this global structure has formed, but 
generally speaking, there are many barriers, physical and political, that 
prevent the poorer citizens of the world from participating in global 
relations. The disparity of wealth between core and periphery countries is 
staggering. Oxfam noted that 82 percent of the world's 2017 income went 
to the richest one percent of people. 

The Core 

The top 20 countries ranked by the United Nations Human Development 
Index are all in the core. Here people in positions of power and influence 
around the world are often brought up or educated in the core (nearly 90 
percent of world leaders have a degree from a Western university). 
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The Periphery 

The population is skyrocketing in the periphery because of a number of 
contributing factors, including a limited ability to move and the use of 
children as a means to support a family, among others.Many people living 
in rural areas perceive opportunities in cities and take action to migrate 
there, even though there are not enough jobs or housing to support them. 
About one billion people now live in slum conditions, the UN estimates, 
and the majority of population growth around the world is occurring in the 
periphery.The rural-to-urban migration and high birth rates of the 
periphery are creating both megacities, urban areas with more than eight 
million people, and hyper cities, urban areas with more than 20 million 
people. These cities, such as Mexico City or Manila, have slum areas that 
can contain up to two million people with little infrastructure, rampant 
crime, no health care, and massive unemployment. 

4.6. BOUNDARY AND FRONTIER CONCEPTS- 
TERRESTRIAL AND MARITIME CONTEXT- 
PROCESSES OF BOUNDARY FORMATION- 
CULTURAL AND ETHNIC IDENTITIES- BUFFER 
STATE AND ENCLAVES 

 Boundary- The boundary between two land areas (e.g.: districts, 
states, countries) is the dividing line between them. 
 

o Terrestrial- Whenthe boundary between two land areas is based on 
land is called terrestrial boundary 
 

o Maritime- The border between two land areas (e.g.: districts, states, 
countries) is the dividing line between them. 

 

 Frontier- A frontier is a border with official points for people to cross, 
often with guards. 
 

o Terrestrial- When the frontier is a border with official points for 
people to cross, often with guards on land it is called terrestrial 
frontier. 
 

o Maritime- When the frontier is a border with official points for people 
to cross, often with guards on water surfaces like oceans and seas, it is 
called maritime frontier. 
 

 Processes of Boundary Formation 

A boundary signifies the territorial limits of an administrative unit. In the 
past, during the princely rule and the colonial rule, the boundary formation 
was dependant on wars and territorial capture through the armorial 
capture. Hence, capturing, and recapturing territories through wars was a 
common occurrence. 

With time, boundary formation became dependant on cultural and ethnic 
identities. People belonging to the same culture and ethnicity started 
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gathering in regions of their preference and suitability and hence formed 
boundaries. 

With the advent of political structures like today’s, administrative 
boundaries came into the picture and are followed for ages. However, 
there are examples of mergers of villages to form a town, mergers or 
splitting of districts, and that of states too. 

Hence, it can be concluded that boundary is a dynamic aspect of man’s 
legacy and will continue to be the same. 

In the process of boundary formation, two types of lands or areas develop 
viz. buffer states and enclaves. 

o Buffer states-A buffer state is a country lying between two rival or 
potentially hostile great powers.Its existence can sometimes be thought to 
prevent conflict between them. A buffer state is sometimes a mutually 
agreed upon area lying between two greater powers, which 
is demilitarized in the sense of not hosting the military of either power 
(though it will usually have its own military forces). The invasion of a 
buffer state by one of the powers surrounding it will often result 
in war between the powers. An example of a buffer state is Lebanon 
between Israel and Syria. 
 
o Enclaves- An enclave is a territory (or a part of one) that is entirely 
surrounded by the territory of one other state. Enclaves may also exist 
within territorial waters.Enclave is sometimes used improperly to denote a 
territory that is only partially surrounded by another state. An example of 
an enclave is Lesotho which is enclaved by South Africa 

 
Fig. 4.2: Lebanon as a buffer state between Syria and Israel; 
*Source: www.https://brandon-heiblum.medium.com/ 
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Fig. 4.3: Lesotho in South Africa; *Source: www.mappr.co 

 

4.7. DYNAMICS OF ELECTORAL POLITICS- INDIAN 
CONTEXT- GLOBALISATION AND 
CONTEMPORARY GEOPOLITICS 

 Electoral politics in India 

Elections in India, the world's second-most populous country, are 
described as a "spectacle" or a "carnival," in part because of the massive 
turnout. 714 million voters in this country of over a billion people will 
decide who will lead the world's largest democracy for the next five years. 
Over 5,400 candidates from 230 political parties ran in the 2004 elections. 
In 2009, nearly the same number of candidates will run for seats in 
parliament. Electoral candidates compete for votes by promising reforms 
such as improved governance, increased socioeconomic equity, and 
increased poverty alleviation efforts. Corrupt politicians with criminal 
records, caste- and religion-based politics, and allegations of vote-buying, 
on the other hand, continue to taint the democratic process. 

o The Parliament 

The Westminster model of constitutional democracy is the foundation of 
India's parliamentary system, which is a legacy of British colonial rule. 
The Parliament is divided into two houses: the Rajya Sabha, which has 
250 members and is elected by state legislative assemblies (12 members 
are nominated by the president), and the Lok Sabha, which has 543 



 

 

Spatial Dynamics of 
Political Processes 

 

111 

members and is directly elected by the people (with two additional seats 
reserved for Anglo Indians nominated by the president). In the Lok Sabha, 
voters choose candidates based on an electoral system in which the person 
with the most votes in each district wins. 

The Indian Constitution requires that each state reserve seats for 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (formerly known as untouchables, 
the lowest in the country's stratified social order) in proportion to their 
population in the state to ensure political representation for historically 
marginalised groups in the lower house of parliament. This means that 
only candidates from these groups are eligible to run in elections in 
reserved constituencies. In the 2009 elections, eighty-four seats were 
reserved for candidates from scheduled castes and forty-seven seats were 
reserved for members of scheduled tribes, accounting for 24 percent of the 
total seats in the parliament's lower house. A bill in the parliament and 
state legislatures seeking a 33 percent reservation for women has been the 
subject of heated debate for over a decade. 

The Prime Minister is the leader of the majority-supporting party or 
alliance in the lower house. If no single party or alliance has a majority, 
the leader of the largest single party or alliance is appointed prime minister 
and must then win the confidence of the entire lower house. 

o The Parties 

At the moment, India has hundreds of political parties registered with the 
election commission, seven of which are national parties. The largest are 
the Indian National Congress and its rival, the Bharatiya Janata Party. 

The major political parties are: 

1. Indian National Congress  
2. Bhartiya Janata Party 
3. Bahujan Samaj Party 
4. Communist Party Of India 
5. Communist Party Of India (Marxist) 
6. Nationalist Congress Party 
7. Rashtriya Janata Dal 
o The Role of Caste and Religion 

Indian politics is highly driven by the various castes and religions present 
here. The first incidence took place in 1909 when the British policy of 
establishing separate electorates based on religionwas executed. Since 
then, many religion-based episodes have taken place in the country 
primarily for political interests. Such as: 

1. Sikh fundamentalism followed by anti-Sikh riots after the 1984 
assassination of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi;  
 

2. Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s decision to support legislation that 
overturned a 1985 Supreme Court judgment to grant alimony to a 
Muslim woman; 
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3. The rise of the BJP and its call to destroy the Babri mosque in 
Ayodhya; 
 

4. The dispute in Kashmir and several bloody Hindu-Muslim flare-ups in 
the last two decades that have further divided people along religious 
lines. 

Similarly, the backward classes in the country have always been influence 
through various means to capture them politically through votes.  

 Globalisation and Contemporary Geopolitics 

Globalization has made the world a smaller place to live in and travel. 
This has changed the rules of crossing the boundary of countries much 
easier. This has brought in greater economic development and increased 
migration of people on a temporary and permanent basis due to which 
strict borders have faded away between the areas. Hence, it can be said 
that globalization has a very powerful impact on the current geopolitics 
thereby changing its structure. Each country is now dependant on other 
countries for some or the other product or service due to which it is 
necessary to maintain a harmonious relationship amongst each other. 
Though some countries still fight over land, power and politics, it is 
important to realise the need for global harmony and sustain global polity 
and international relations. Thus, it can be said that there is a drastic shift 
from princely or state wars to peaceful relationships.  

4.8. SUMMARY 

To summarise it can be understood that geopolitics is the basis of all 
human activities. If geopolitical issues are avoided, there can be peace and 
harmony in the world and vice-versa.  

4.9. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS/EXERCISE 

I. True or False 

a. The first explanations were provided by the Heartland Theory of 
Geopolitics envisaged by H.J. Mackinder in the year 1904. 
 

b. Mackinder constructed his theory on basis of Mercator’s Map 
Projection, 

 

c. Spykman underestimated the role of the world community and UNO in 
promoting world peace.  

 

d. The border between two land areas (e.g.: districts, states, countries) is 
the dividing line between them. 

 

e. Globalization has made the world a smaller place to live in and travel. 
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II. Fill in the blanks. 

a. A _________ is an independent, sovereign government exercising 
control over a certain spatially defined and bounded area 

(nation, state, nation-state) 

b. A ________ is a group of people who see themselves as a cohesive 
and coherent unit based on shared cultural or historical criteria.  

(nation, state, nation-state) 

c. A _________ is the idea of a homogenous nation governed by its own 
sovereign state—where each state contains one nation.  
(nation, state, nation-state) 
 

d. Whenthe boundary between two land areas is based on land is called 
________ 

(boundary, frontier, terrestrial boundary) 

e. The border between two land areas (e.g.: districts, states, countries) 
which is the dividing line between them is called __________ 
 

(boundary, frontier, terrestrial boundary) 

III. Multiple Choice Questions. 

1. This is a border with official points for people to cross, often with 
guards. 

a. Boundary 
b. Frontier 
c. Buffer state 
d. Enclave  

 
2. This is a border with official points for people to cross, often with 

guards on land, it is called terrestrial frontier. 
a. Boundary 
b. Terrestrial Frontier 
c. Buffer state 
d. Enclave  

 
3. This is a border with official points for people to cross, often with 

guards on water surfaces like oceans and seas, it is called maritime 
frontier. 

a. Boundary 
b. Maritime Frontier 
c. Buffer state 
d. Enclave  
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4. This is a country lying between two rival or potentially hostile great 
powers.  

a. Boundary 
b. Maritime Frontier 
c. Buffer state 
d. Enclave  

 
5. This is a territory (or a part of one) that is entirely surrounded by the 

territory of one other state.  
a. Boundary 
b. Maritime Frontier 
c. Buffer state 
d. Enclave  

4.10.  ANSWERS TO THE SELF-LEARNING 
QUESTIONS 

Ia. True 

Ib. True 

Ic. True 

Id. True 

Ie. True 

IIa. Nation 

IIb. State 

IIc. Nation-state 

IId. Terrestrial boundary 

IIe.Boundary 

IIIa. Frontier 

IIIb. Terrestrial Frontier  

IIIc. Maritime Frontier 

IIId.Buffer state 

IIIe. Enclave 

4.11. TECHNICAL WORDS AND THEIR MEANING 

 Geopolitics- analysis of the geographic influences on power 
relationships in international relations. 
 

 Globalization- Globalization is the word used to describe the growing 
interdependence of the world’s economies, cultures, and populations, 
brought about by cross-border trade in goods and services, technology, 
and flows of investment, people, and information. 

 
 Electoral politics- Politics dependant upon elections 
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4.12. TASK 

Make a list of major geopolitical issues in the world and try to understand 
the reasons for boundary formation. 
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