
 
 

 

 

CoHaB Indian Diaspora Centre (CoHaB IDC)  
University of Mumbai 

Invites you to 

 
A Musical Presentation on 

 

The Pull of the Homeland: Music in Bollywood Cinema on 
the Indian Diaspora 

by 

Nihaarika Sinha  
Singer, Composer and Founder-Director of the Sadhana School of Music 

on 

24 February 2021  
1:00 PM to 3:00 PM Indian Standard Time 

 

Chair: Professor Anis Ur Rahman 
Bilingual Poet, Translator and Literary Critic &  

Former Professor of English, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi 

 
Hindi cinema, now called Bollywood, has from its 
early days used music/songs to convey the most 
complex of emotions - from love to separation, from 
nostalgia to hope for the future. One of the 
underlying currents in Bollywood movies on the 
subject of the Indian Diaspora, is the way the concept 
of home is tackled as part of the plot. The songs in 
such films are usually portrayed on the diasporics 
who have left their homeland for economic or 
personal reasons and the lyrics induce nostalgia. It is 

interesting to note that music of not just the 90s Bollywood films tackle this depiction of diasporics, 
but much older films of the 60s and 70s too touch upon this topic. This presentation focusses on 
how music in Bollywood films has treated the diasporic concept of homeland and includes the 
singing of excerpts from the target songs. 

 

Nihaarika Sinha is the Founder-Director of the Sadhana School of Music and conducts online 
courses in Hindustani Vocal Music. Nihaarika is a versatile singer with a mellifluous and 
unique voice quality. She is a Sangeet Vishaarad in Hindustani classical music from the 
Bhathkhande Sangeet Sheekshpeeth, Lucknow and has received her training under Smt. 
Shashikala Kaikini. She has also had the good fortune of learning light classical music from 
one of the greatest Thumri exponents Padma Bhushan Smt. Shobha Gurtu. Nihaarika has 
taken voice training from the famous vocalist Pandit Satyanarayan Mishra. She is currently 
under the guidance of the well-known Bhajan Samrat Padma Shree Pandit Anup Jalotaji in 

bhajan singing. She is also simultaneously undergoing voice training with the famous classical vocalist Ustaad Maqbool 
Husseinji. She is also taking training from Vidushi Dhanashree Pandit Rai and Dr. Shailesh Srivastavji the famous classical 
and folk singer and music researcher. Nihaarika has also been doing research in Bollywood music and has presented papers 
at international conferences. 

 
Anis Ur Rahman is a bilingual poet, translator and literary critic. Formerly a Professor of English 
at Jamia Millia Islamia, a Central University in New Delhi, he has worked and published in the 
areas of Comparative, Translation, Urdu, and Postcolonial Studies with special reference to the 
literatures of South Asia, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand. He has to his credit four books 
authored by him, six edited/co-edited volumes, and two collections of Urdu poetry in English 
translation. He has been a Shastri Fellow at the University of Alberta, Canada (2001-2002) and a 
Visiting Scholar at Purdue University, USA (2007). 

 
 

Zoom log in details: Meeting ID - 924 4187 3048 | Password - 606732 
Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/92441873048?pwd=QkdrRUVtdkVsOXV2am1TSC8wUjJVdz09 

E-Certificates of participation will be given to all those who participate in the webinar. 
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