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CIRCULAR:-

All the Principals o Affiliated Colleges, the Head of the Umwrsnty Department
and Directors of the recogm:ﬂ Institutions in Faculty of Humanities are hereby informed that
the recommendations made by the Ad-hoc Board of Studies in Sanskrit, Pali and Prakrit at
its online meeting held on 4™ February, 2022 yide item No. 1 and subsequently passed by the
Board of Deans at its online meeting held on 2“" May, 2022 yide item No. 5.21 (N) have been
accepted by ‘the Academic Council at its meeting held on 17" May, 2022, vide item No. 5.21
(N) and subsequently approved by the Management Council at its me« >ting held on 25™ May,
2022 yvide item No. 4 and that in accordance therewith, in exarcise of the powers conferred
upon the Management Council under Section 74(4) of the Maharashtra Public Universities Act,
2016 (Mah. Act No. VI of 2017) the Ordinance 6779 & 6780 Regulations 9536 & 9537 and the
syllabus of M.A (Sanskrit) (Epics and Puranas) Sem - I to IV (CBCS) has been introduced
and the same have been brought into force with effect from the academic year 2022-23,
accordingly. (The same is available on the University’s website www.mu.ac.in).

MUMBALI - 400 032 (Dr. Vinot
20" August, 2022 I/c. REGIST RAR

To,

The Principals of the Affiliated Colleges, the Head of the Unive rsity Department
and Directors of the recognized Institutions in Faculty of Humanities.

A.C/5.21(N)/17/5/2022
M.C/4/25/5/2022

Fhdkbkhh kv hhddd

AAMS_UGS/ICC/2022-23/ 7y 2.8™ August, 2022

Copy forwarded with Compliments for information to:-

1) The Chairman, Board of Deans

2) The Dean, Faculty of Humanities,

3) The Chairman, Ad-hoc Board of Studies in Sanskrit, Pali and Prakrit,
4) The Director, Board of Examinations and Evaluation,

5) The Director, Board of Students Development,

6) The Director, Department of Information & Communication Technology,
7) The Co-ordinator, MKCL.

((Dr. Vifad Patil)
I/c. REGISTRAR




Copy to :-

1.

2.

a

N

9.

The Deputy Registrar, Academic Authorities Meetings and Services
(AAMS),

The Deputy Registrar, College Affiliations & Development
Department (CAD),

The Deputy Registrar, (Admissions, Enrolment, Eligibility and
Migration Department (AEM),

The Deputy Registrar, Research Administration & Promotion Cell
(RAPC),

The Deputy Registrar, Executive Authorities Section (EA),

The Deputy Registrar, PRO, Fort, (Publication Section),

The Deputy Registrar, (Special Cell),

The Deputy Registrar, Fort/ Vidyanagari Administration Department
(FAD) (VAD), Record Section,

The Director, Institute of Distance and Open Learning (IDOL Admin),
Vidyanagari,

They are requested to treat this as action taken report on the concerned
resolution adopted by the Academic Council referred to in the above circular
and that on separate Action Taken Report will be sent in this connection.

WONoahWwbH

P.A to Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor,

P.A Pro-Vice-Chancellor,

P.A to Registrar,

All Deans of all Faculties,

P.A to Finance & Account Officers, (F.& A.O),

P.A to Director, Board of Examinations and Evaluation,

P.A to Director, Innovation, Incubation and Linkages,

P.A to Director, Board of Lifelong Learning and Extension (BLLE),

The Director, Dept. of Information and Communication Technology
(DICT) (CCF & UCC), Vidyanagari,

. The Director of Board of Student Development,

. The Director, Department of Students Walfare (DSD),

. All Deputy Registrar, Examination House,

. The Deputy Registrars, Finance & Accounts Section,

. The Assistant Registrar, Administrative sub-Campus Thane,

. The Assistant Registrar, School of Engg. & Applied Sciences, Kalyan,

The Assistant Registrar, Ratnagiri sub-centre, Ratnagiri,

. The Assistant Registrar, Constituent Colleges Unit,
. BUCTU,

. The Receptionist,

. The Telephone Operator,

. The Secretary MUASA

for information.
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Syllabus for M.A. (Sanskrit) (Epics and Puranas)

Semester -1 to IV
(Choice Based Credit System)

(Introduced from the academic year 2022-23)




UNIVERSITY OF MUMBAI

Syllabus for Approval

Sr.

No Heading Particulars
. M.A. (Sanskrit) (Epics and Puranas)
1 Title of the Course
0.6779
Bachelor’s Degree in Sanskrit OR Bachelor’s Degree in any
Eligibility for faculty with an entrance test of 200 marks. Entrance test will
2 Admission focus on the candidate’s primary knowledge of Epics and
0.6780 Puranas. A bridge course will be conducted for students who
do not have any background of Sanskrit.
3 Passing Marks 40 %
Ordinances /
4 . .
Regulations ( if any)
Sem-1to IV
No. of Years /
5
Semesters
6 Level P.G. [ UG/ DiplemasLCertificate
7 Pattern Yearly / Semester
8 Status New / Revised
To be implemented :
9 P From Academic Year 2022-23

from Academic Year

Signature of BOS Chairperson :

Signature of Dean:




Preamble:

This degree programme is a unique blend of ancient Indian knowledge and its
influence on present times. The epics Ramayana and Mahabharata, popularly
known as Itihasa (thus it happened), along with Puranas complete the
understanding of the Vedas. Knowledge of Indian culture, beliefs, practices, and
ideals are embedded within them. The course facilitates a holistic study of these
ancient Sanskrit texts with contemporary outlook, striking a balance between
traditional and modern approaches towards Epic- Puranic comprehension.

Aims:

1. To understand ancient Indian culture in a purely academic perspective.

2. To study ancient Indian history and mythology in depth.

3. To study the application of knowledge from these texts for the contemporary
times.

Objectives:

1. To empower the students to apprehend, interpret, and analyse the gigantic
text corpus, to expedite a complete understanding.

2. To acquaint them with the nuances of the epic- puranic thought process.

3. To introduce the much less explored realm of Upapuranas, thereby inspiring
them to delve deeper into it.

Programme Specific Outcomes :

PSO 1: Understand and appreciate Epics and Puranas

PSO 2: Analyse and critically comment on Epics and Puranas

PSO 3: Translate and annotate the Epics and Puranas

PSO 4: Understand ancient Indian culture and its relevance in the present scenario



O.6779 Title: M.A. (Sanskrit) (Epics and Puranas)

0.6780 Eligibility : Bachelor’s Degree in Sanskrit OR Bachelor’s Degree in any
faculty with an entrance test of 200 marks. Entrance test will focus on the
candidate’s primary knowledge of Epics and Puranas. A bridge course will be
conducted for students who do not have any background of Sanskrit.

R.9536 Intake Capacity:

60 Students.

Mode of Teaching-Learning:

Blended mode with offline and online lectures.
Admission Fees : As per University Rule
Examination Fee : As per University Rule

R. 9537 Standard of Passing: 40%



Semester 1

All papers are compulsory. Total number of papers in the semester- 4.

Paper I: Introduction to Ramayana traditions

Unit I: Critical edition of Valmiki Ramayana

Unit I1: Valmiki Ramayana and other Sanskrit Ramayanas
Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Paper I1: Introduction to Mahabharata traditions
Unit I: Critical edition of Mahabharata

Unit Il Various versions and editions of Mahabharata
Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Paper I11: Introduction to Mahapuranas

Unit I: Structure, contents, and editions of the Mahapuranas
Unit Il: Puranavimarsha

Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Paper IV: Later Puranic Traditions

Unit I: Introduction to Upapuranas

Unit I1: Sthalapuranas, Mahatmya texts, Quasi- puranic texts
Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Paper Pattern for all papers:
Unit I: Essay Type (2 out of 3) OR Short Notes (3 out of 4)
Unit Il: Essay Type (2 out of 3) OR Short Notes (3 out of 4)

(2 Credits) (30)
(2 Credits) (30)

(2 Credits) (30)
(2 Credits) (30)

(2 Credits) (30)
(2 Credits) (30)

(2 Credits) (30)
(2 Credits) (30)

30
30



Semester 2
All papers are compulsory. Total number of papers in the semester- 4.

Paper I: Epics, Puranas, and theories of interpretation

Unit I: Epics and Puranas as sources of Indian history (2 Credits) (30)
Unit I1: Epics and Puranas in the light of Structuralism, Post-modernism,
Orientalism, Subaltern Studies, etc. (2 Credits) (30)

Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Paper I1: Selections from Ramayanas

Unit |: Hanuman-Sita Samvada from Sundarakanda, Kacchidsarga from
Ayodhyakanda, Agnipariksha of Sita from Yuddhakanda (2 Credits) (30)

Unit Il: Characterization of Lakshmana, Bharata, Hanuman, Vibhishana, Ravana
from various Ramayanas (2 Credits) (30)

Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Paper I11: Selections from Mahabharata

Unit I: Draupadi Svayamvara from Adiparva, History of Lunar Dynasty,
Supernatural births, tests, boons, and curses (2 Credits) (30)
Unit I1: Select topics of and commentaries on Bhagavadgita (2 Credits) (30)
Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Paper 1V: Selections from Puranas

Unit | Rasapanchadhyayi from Bhagavata Purana, Amrita Manthana across
Puranas, Citrasutra from Vishnudharmottara Purana (2 Credits) (30)
Unit Il: Tirthas, Vratas and Utsavas (2 Credits) (30)
Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Paper Pattern for all papers:
Unit I: Essay Type (2 out of 3) OR Short Notes (3 out of 4) 30
Unit I1: Essay Type (2 out of 3) OR Short Notes (3 out of 4) 30



Semester 3

Select one elective each from the five baskets. Semester 3 has a total of five
elective papers.

Basket 1:

Elective 1.1: Ramayana and Gender Studies

Unit I: Uttarakanda of VValmiki Ramayana in light of Sita repudiation (2 Credits)
(30)

Unit I1: Stories of Ahalya, Manthara, Kaikeyi, Mandodari, Tara across Ramayanas
(2 Credits) (30)

Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Elective 11.1: Mahabharata and Gender Studies

Unit I: Concept of Niyoga, Svayamvara, practice of Sati, adoption (2 Credits) (30)
Unit Il: Stories of Draupadi, Gandhari, Madhavi, Kunti, and other female
characters in Mahabharata traditions (2 Credits) (30)

Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Elective 111.1: Introduction to Vaishnava Puranas

Unit I: Vaishnava Mahapuranas and upapuranas (2 Credits) (30)
Unit I1: Interaction of VVaishnava Puranas with other Puranas (2 Credits) (30)
Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Elective IV.1: Introduction to Shaiva and Shakta Puranas

Unit I: Shaiva and Shakta Mahapuranas and Upapuranas (2 Credits) (30)
Unit Il: Interaction of Shaiva and Shakta Puranas with other Puranas (2 Credits)
(30)

Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Paper Pattern for all electives in this basket:
Unit I: Essay Type (2 out of 3) OR Short Notes (3 out of 4) 30
Unit I1: Essay Type (2 out of 3) OR Short Notes (3 out of 4) 30



Basket 2:

Elective 1.2: Ramayana and Bhakti Traditions
Unit I: Tulsidas

Unit 1I: Ramdas Svami, Shridhar Svami, and others
Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

(2 Credits) (30)
(2 Credits) (30)

Elective 11.2: Mahabharata in the light of philosophy and polity

Unit I: Gitas in the Mahabharata
Unit Il: Rajadharma in Mahabharata
Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Elective 111.2: Vaishnava Samhitas and Tantras
Unit I: Iconography in Vaishnava Samhitas and Tantras
Unit I1: Philosophy in Vaishnava Sambhitas and Tantras
Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Elective 1V.2: Shaiva and Shakta Philosophical schools
Unit I: Shaiva and Shakta Agamas and Tantras

Unit 1I: Shaiva and Shakta Darshanas

Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Paper Pattern for all electives in this basket:
Unit I: Essay Type (2 out of 3) OR Short Notes (3 out of 4)
Unit Il: Essay Type (2 out of 3) OR Short Notes (3 out of 4)

Basket 3:

Elective 1.3: Versions and Variations of Ramayana
Unit I: Ramayana tradition in South East Asia

Unit Il: Ramayana Katha in Classical Sanskrit Literature
Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Elective 11.3: Versions and Variations of Mahabharata
Unit I: Mahabharata tradition in South East Asia

Unit Il: Mahabharata in Classical Sanskrit Literature
Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Elective 111.3; Vaishnava Incarnations
Unit I; Incarnations of Vishnu in VVaishnava Puranas

(2 Credits) (30)
(2 Credits) (30)

(2 Credits) (30)
(2 Credits) (30)

(2 Credits) (30)
(2 Credits) (30)

30
30

(2 Credits) (30)
(2 Credits) (30)

(2 Credits) (30)
(2 Credits) (30)

(3 Credits) (45)



Unit Il: Incarnations as means of integration of folk deities (1 Credit) (15)
Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Elective 1V.3: Shaiva and Shakta Theology

Unit I: Shaiva and Shakta incarnations (2 Credits) (30)
Unit I1: Shaiva and Shakta iconography (2 Credits) (30)
Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks 856239

Paper Pattern for all electives in this basket:

Unit I: Essay Type (2 out of 3) OR Short Notes (3 out of 4) 30
Unit Il: Essay Type (2 out of 3) OR Short Notes (3 out of 4) 30
Basket 4:

Elective 1.4: Ramayana in Audio-Visual and Print Media

Unit I Ramayana in audio-visual media- Ramayana on television, movies,
animation films, etc. (2 Credits) (30)
Unit II: Modern retellings of Ramayana- Ram Chandra series by Amish, Asura by
Anand Neelakantan, Sita by Devdutt Pattnaik, Lanka’s Princess by Kavita Kane,
Sitayana by Amit Majumdar, Mandodari by Manini Anandani, etc.
(2 Credits) (30)

Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Elective 11.4: Mahabharata in Audio-Visual and Print Media

Unit I: Mahabharata in audio-visual media- Mahabharata on television, movies,
animation films, etc. (2 Credits) (30)
Unit I1: Modern retellings of Mahabharata- Palace of Illusions by Chitra Banerjee
Divakaruni, Ajaya Series by Anand Neelakantan, Karna’s Wife by Kavita Kane,
Kurukshetra War Series by Aditya lyengar, Arjuna by Anuja Chandramauli, Jaya
by Devdutt Pattnaik, etc. (2 Credits) (30)
Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Elective 111.4: Bhagavata Purana and Bhakti Traditions

Unit I: Bhagavata and Saint Traditions in India (2 Credits) (30)
Unit I1: Commentaries and Living tradition on Bhagavata Purana (1 Credit) (15)
Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Elective 1V.4: Devimahatmya
Unit I: Devimahatmya- in the light of Narratology (2 Credits) (30)
Unit I1: Shakta Rituals and philosophy (2 Credits) (30)



Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Paper Pattern for all electives in this basket:

Unit I: Essay Type (2 out of 3) OR Short Notes (3 out of 4) 30
Unit I1: Essay Type (2 out of 3) OR Short Notes (3 out of 4) 30
Basket 5:

Elective 1.5: Ramayana in Performing and Fine Arts

Unit I: Ramayana in performing arts- Ramleela, Yakshagana, Dashavatara, Chhau,
Jatra, and others (2 Credits) (30)

Unit II: Ramayana in fine arts- Paintings, sculptures, music, etc. (2 Credits) (30)
Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Elective 11.5: Mahabharata in Performing and Fine Arts

Unit |: Mahabharata in performing arts- Pandavani, Kudiyattam, Terukkuttu,
Kathakali, Yakshagana, and others (2 Credits) (30)
Unit Il: Mahabharata in fine arts- Paintings, sculptures, music, etc. (2 Credits) (30)
Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Elective 111.5: Cosmology in the VVaishnava Puranas

Unit I: Origin of the universe, cosmic elements, planets, constellations concepts of
space and time (2 Credits) (30)

Unit Il Puranas and Dharmashastra (2 Credits) (30)
Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Elective 1V.5: Sacred Places in the Shaiva and Shakta Traditions

Unit I: Origin of the Shaktipithas (2 Credits) (30)
Unit Il: Jyotirlingas in Shaiva Puranas (2 Credits) (30)
Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Paper Pattern for all electives in this basket:
Unit I: Essay Type (2 out of 3) OR Short Notes (3 out of 4) 30
Unit I1: Essay Type (2 out of 3) OR Short Notes (3 out of 4) 30



Semester 4

Select one paper each from the following elective baskets. Total number of
papers in the semester- 2+1 Dissertation.

Elective 1: Skill based/ Ability Enhancement courses

Paper I: Creative writing with reference to Epics and Puranas

Unit I: Creative writing for print media (2 Credits) (30)
Unit I1: Creative writing for audio-visual media (2 Credits) (30)
Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Paper Il: Narration and Story-telling with reference to Epics and Puranas
Unit I: Kirtana and Kathakathana (2 Credits) (30)
Unit 1I: Bhagavatapathana, recitation of Devimahatmya, Satyanarayanakatha, etc.
(2 Credits) (30)

Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Paper Pattern for all papers:
Unit I: Essay Type (2 out of 3) OR Short Notes (3 out of 4) 30
Unit I1: Essay Type (2 out of 3) OR Short Notes (3 out of 4) 30

Elective 2: Inter-disciplinary courses-

Paper I: Epics, Puranas, and Sacred Geography

Unit I: Rise of Sthalamahatmya- Varanasi, Karavira, Gautami (2 Credits) (30)
Unit Il: Puranas in the light of religio-spiritual tourism (2 Credits) (30)
Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Paper I1: Jain Epics and Puranas

Unit I: Jaina Versions of Ramayana (2 Credits) (30)
Unit I1: Jaina versions of Mahabharata (2 Credits) (30)
Internals and Assignments- 40 Marks

Paper Pattern for all papers:
Unit I: Essay Type (2 out of 3) OR Short Notes (3 out of 4) 30
Unit I1: Essay Type (2 out of 3) OR Short Notes (3 out of 4) 30
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(Appendix ‘B’)

New ordinances 6779 & 6780 relating to the
M.A. (Sanskrit) (Epics and Puranas).

Necessity for starting the course: There is deep interest amongst the present
generation regarding Ramayana, Mahabharata as well as Puranas. The surge in
publication of novels with stories and characters from these texts and television shows
on themes of the Epics and Puranas bear testimony of this fact. It is essential to study
these texts within a strict academic framework and disseminate authentic information
of their content, which is heavily tampered by fictional information in the name of
aesthetic liberty. The Department of Sanskrit, in its plan for expanding the base of
Sanskrit among common people plans to launch a first of its kind Masters’ Degree
Programme in Epics and Puranas.

Whether the UGC has recommended the course: Yes. The New Education Policy opines
that Sanskrit Departments and Universities should start courses which are
interdisciplinary in one hand and specialized in the other.

Whether all the courses have commenced from the academic year 2019-2020 (2022-
23): Yes, we intend to start the Masters’ Degree Programme in the academic year 2022-
23.

The courses started by the University are self-financed, whether adequate number of
eligible permanentfaculties are available: The fees are as per University rule. The
existing faculty members comprising of 6 full time teaching faculty and qualified visiting
faculty will conduct the course

To give details regarding the duration of the Course and is it possible to compress the
course: The Masters’ Degree Programme in Epics and Puranas is a two year (four
semesters) course. MA degree cannot be compressed

The intake capacity of each course and no. of admissions given in the current academic
year: The intake capacity is 60 students. No admissions have been given as the course
will commence from the academic year 2022-23.



7. Opportunities of Employability / Employment available after undertaking these courses:
Students can work as teachers, researchers, religious experts or consultants for film and
media, appear for UPSC and/or MPSC.

Regards,

Dr. MadhaviNarsalay
Chairperson, BoS in Sanskrit, Pali and Prakrits
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