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The talk revolves around Dr. Talwar’s book The Devi in the Diva, which 

highlights the already existing myths and archetypes in our lives, and 

their influence upon us or the way they find their way through popular 

culture and generate a mass appeal. The book also looks at the role of 

archetypes in creating the brand value of celebrities and defining the 

trajectory of their success. Likewise it also suggests the possibility of 

more empowering onscreen femininities based on the archetypes that are 

traced in the goddesses. The author asks and answers some radical and 

unorthodox questions as it tries to trace the archetypal presence of Indian 

goddesses and their myths in cinematic narratives of India and the West.  
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