














F. No.J-17011/42/2020-SP.V
Government of India

Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports
Department of Sports

****
Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi

     Dated:  26h December, 2020

CIRCULAR

Subject: - Standard  Operating  Procedure  (SOP)  &  Guidelines  for  Organizing
Sports Competitions in the Country in a COVID-19 Environment – Reg.

The undersigned is  directed to state that  resumption of sports  competitions  in the
country in a COVID-19 Environment has been engaging the mind of the Government for
quite some time.

2. Accordingly,  Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) and Guidelines for organising
sports competitions in the country has been formulated by the Government in consultation
with relevant stakeholders. 

3. A copy of the same are attached herewith.  These SOPs are to be followed by all
stakeholders while conducting sports competitions. 

(A.K.Singh)
 Under Secretary to the Government of India

Tel. No. 2338 1003

To 
All concerned.

Copy to :

1. The Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Nirman Bhawan, New Delhi.
2. The Ministry of Home Affairs, North Block, New Delhi.



                                                                       

Standard  Operating  Procedure
(SOP) & Guidelines for Organizing
Sports  Competitions  in  the
Country  in  a  COVID-19
Environment



The Department of Sports, Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports (MOYAS) has
already issued  Standard  Operating  Procedures  (SOPs)  on,  (a)  Opening  of
Gymnasium  (b) Resumption of Training of Sportsperson in Swimming Pool.
These SOPs,  for  Organizing Sports  Competitions  in  the Country are to be
followed  by  all  stakeholders while  conducting  sports  competitions.  Such
competitions  should  also  be  conducted  strictly  in  accordance  with  the
guidelines of Ministry of Home Affairs.

2. The sports competitions may resume, provided no orders of the local
authorities prohibit such facilities to resume operation i.e. micro-containment
zones and are meant to serve as safety guidelines for organizing the sports
competition  in  consonance  with  any  other  guidelines  issued  by  State
Government while granting such permission.

 







    Support staff whose physical presence is not required can work from home through 
tele-work/video conferencing.

4.4. Spectator management

i. The spectators at the sporting event would be in accordance with the guidelines issued
by  Ministry of Home Affairs vide its letter No. 40-3/2020-DM-I (A); dated 25th

November 2020 [Para 9 clause (v}) or as amended from time to time.
ii. For outdoor events,  spectators will be allowed upto a maximum of 50% of the total

capacity of the stadium.
iii. CCTV monitoring may be planned for largter events to detect over-crowding at entry &

exit gates and seating arena.

4.5. Ensuring ventilation

i. As far as feasible, natural ventilation must be ensured and use of small enclosed spaces 
must be discouraged.

ii. Circulation  of  outdoor  air  nods to  be increased,  as  much as possible.  by opening
windows and doors, using bans, or other methods.

iii. For air-conditioning/ventilation, of closed enclosures. the guidelines of CPWD shall
be followed which emphasizes that the temperature setting of all air conditioning
devices should be in the range of 24-30° C, relative humidity should be in the range of
40-70°/, intake of Fresh air should be as much as possible and cross ventilation should
be adequate. Air handling unit needs to be cleaned prior to switching on.

4.6. Making available COVID related supplies

i. Appropriate  arrangements  for  personal  protection  devices  like  face  covers/masks,  face
shields, PPEs, heavy duty gloves and other logistics like hand sanitizers, soap, Sodium
Hypochlorite solution (1%) etc. shall be made available by organizing committee.

ii. Ensure adequate supply of cablirated thermal guns for thermal screening.
iii. Ensure availability of covered dustbins and trash cans in sufficient numbers to manage

waste.

4.7. Creating awareness

i. Organizing committee should ensure educational and training sessions for athletes
and ASPs, sensitizing them on COVID appropriate behaviour and do’s and don’ts’.

ii. Provisions must be made for display of Posters/standecs/AV media on preventive measures
against COVID-19 at prominent places in the sporting venue.

iii. Display State helpline numbers and also numbers of local health authorities at prominent
places.

5. Maintaining Healthy operations

5.1 Risk assessment

i. Thermal screeing of all athletes and ASPs shall be undertaken prior to allowing access to
common field of play. 

ii. Depending     on    the    risk   perception    and    the    scale    of    events,
organizing    committee    may    consider  making     RT-PCR     Testing    of      athletes
and    ASPs    carried  out   within   72    hours    prior    to    the    event and i ts
uploading on the website of organizing commi«ee mandatory. In such cases. only those
having a negative RT-PCR report shall be allowed to participate in the event. For this,
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