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Sambhasan

A Free Open Access Peer-Reviewed Bilingual Interdisciplinary Journal

On the occasion of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's 129th birth
anniversary on 14th April 2020, the Office of the Dean, Faculty
of Humanities, University of Mumbai has launched a free open
access online journal, Sambhasan [ E3TYUT. This interdisciplinary
and bilingual journal hopes to bring diverse disciplines in
dialogue with each other through critical reflections on

contemporary themes.
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Sambhasan [ GHTHUT or conversation as an art of dialogue has
been crucial to the development of both Indion and Western
thought. Dialogos in Greek literally means “through word”, where
one establishes relationships on the basis of conversations to
initiate processes of thinking, listening and speaking with others.
Thinkers such as Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, Rabindranath
Tagore, Sarojini Naidu, David Bohm, Hans Georg Gadamer,
Anthony Appiah and Martha Nussbaum have projected shared
dialogue as a way of understanding the relationship between
the individual and society. While Jyotiba Phule, Savitribai Phule,
Bhimrao Ramiji Ambedkar, Pandita Ramabai, Jurgen Habermas,
Paul Ricoeur, Patricia Hill Collins and Judith Butler, to name a few,
have started out anew through ruptures in conversations. The
inevitability of conversation in academic life emerges from its
centrality to human development and ecology. Conversations
are not restricted to any single territory, but are enacted
between global and the local topographies. This online bi-lingual
journal aims at continuing and renewing plural conversations
across cultures that have sustained and invigorated academic
activities.

Inthis spirit, Sambhasan (F3{T90T) abilingual (English and Marathi)interdisciplinary

monthly online journal endeavours to:

be an open platform, where scholars can freely enter into a
discussion to speak, be heard and listen. In this spirit, this journal
aims at generating open conversations between diverse

disciplines in social sciences, humanities and law.

preserve and cultivate pluralism as a normative ideal. Hence,
it attempts to articulate a plurality of points of view for any
theme, wherein there is both a need to listen and to speak,

while engaging with another’s perspective.

act as a springboard for briefly expressing points of view
on a relevant subject with originality, evidence, argument,
experience, imagination and the power of texts. It hopes that
these points of view can be shaped towards full-fledged

research papers and projects in the future.
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THTYUOT

HHTYT : Ha$ RremdfisTe Ferenareasia ufge fraaerfas.

. JIETATES 3ISaN TTeAT 9T I (48 T 2020) 3iifercy
AT STTSTAT, AT, a5 femdis Iiear deu-dy oo
& AT FETSIelTaR huul IUcTed 819 ADUR fRIdpTicied TebTierd

B 31Te.

T aiRfEmaET e (@et ot wRidh)  Fradaremrear
AT ffS fqememamed aeleis gHieed Sardd =l o
BT T TRIeT ARHUATER FaTe YRATIU E8TdT, 31T 8 3ATe.

YT BIeUgd RN S OTfEEey  feRfaea demie
ARG FHYUT fohaT Harer & Fexare] dgdl =8 Sulforel]
eft 3112, ‘Dialogos’ IT Mdr WVclTeT SreaaT 3TefEl ‘leaTgR’ (through
words) 3T BT, eeSiedT ATEIHTAS AHYUTAT AY SRAANT Tl
3TTE. 3T HE1T Tehi+l ISTERUMe, AlTard Feas Meft, Iefiarer
TR, RN IrIg, Sfegs 9189, Hans-Georg Gadamar, 37ert
STfCET, HrT IS ST cgehl JTIOT HHIS AT e et AT TS
SR o, QIS Pol, Sf. IR FdSHhR, YRS HETS,
Jirgen Habermas, Paul Ricoeur, Patricia Hill Collins and Judith
Butler 37T 31eh famRadI=Ie! STedT AT ATSUiGR FHTTOMT ot
RO STHTT TTeTedl.

AYTOITET HTEIHTH QTS Sch! GA=AT cch NS fad Rl <arorearor

R, TR VehUAT T ST qTeTuaTet HfshaT YRo RUATATST Hareard T
70T R arAq. Serfores eTcel Farerd SURERIATE! T AT dt
ferepraTciier dhaarl! TATATes FrAfor STTell 3MTe. PIvTE! AHTIO & e
farfere queemelt Haffed fdhar Aaferd T, av ot b Joot TATD 9
STATTTeD ST TS ciell SR, 37T [T el iciier Aararean
YR SFT FHS &0y, QNeifore &=Teiier Fomeierden Sioor ara e
FITYOr T fguTie MaRfaamemedy i Fadarfaerar yar

SEICIRCITS
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Framework

This journal is open to contributions from established
academics, young teachers, research students and writers

from diverse institutional and geographical locations.

Papers can be empirical, analytical or hermeneutic following
the scholarly culture of critique and creativity, while adhering

to academic norms.
Commentaries and reviews can also be submitted.
Submissions will be peer-reviewed anonymously.

Some of the issues will publish invited papers and reviews,

though there will be a call for papers for most issues.

There would be an occasional thematic focus.
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Guidelines for Submission

a Original, scholarly, creative and critical papers with adequate
references.
a All references to the author should be removed from the

submission to enable the anonymous review process.

a There can be a limit of approximately 3500-4000 words (for
papers) and 1500-2000 words (for commentaries) and 1000~
1200 words (for reviews).

a Essays should follow the Times New Roman font in size 12 with

double space.

a Marathi contributions should be typed in Devnagari with any

Unicode font in size 12.

a All contributions should follow the author-date referencing
system detailed in chapter 15 of The Chicago Manual of
Style (17th Edition). The style guidelines in this journal can be

consulted for quick reference.

a Authors should submit a statement that their contribution
is original without any plagiarism. They can also, in addition,

submit a plagiarism check certificate.

a The publication of research papers, commentaries and book
reviews is subject to timely positive feedback from anonymous

referees.
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Publisher

Office of the Dean of Humanities, University of Mumbai,
Ambedkar Bhavan, Kalina Campus, Vidyanagari,
Mumbai-400098

This journal accepts original essays that critically address
contemporary issues related to social sciences, humanities
and law from an interdisciplinary perspective.

SIfYsTaT, ArTeafaenemaEn It drIferd, a3 faemdia, sidssY
e, et Hue, fIe ], a3 — sooolc.

& FraaeTfores aaSTfasT =, e faememaT amfor faeht ar faemememeiar
ELPICA T RIS GBI Rrsur=ar srfa Aoy



‘In an ideal society
there should be
nMany interests
consciously
communicated
and shared... In
other words there
mMust be socidl
endosMmosis.

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
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IN BLESSED MEMORY OF

DR.AJAY DESHMUKH...

Image courtesy: Mr. Samadhan Parkar, Photographer, University of Mumbai



. ST AW : T ST A fehdd

AT Heft TRgpT THDBT, STITAT UBTIH PRl IO Tad-a ATeieft & o

S, 3O QU RIS STcl. Eie quYdl Sf. IO QAP AT Hug

feendiaTear perafta YSTmT YR TR, TTEIRGI DR PRl SRIITT il

HHRITT AT SATIOT < PrcdTeT TSLTATS FETaT e,

qEH Il H1ges] quf, AT DU FHebeiel OIS ARR, Fag BT Aev],
frechleTaul UTEUIR Slos, foRes BITT TTeletel B, WRERT ST T 3T
3T T Yeh Shlcll AREAT G~ drEuTe . Jo8 femdionT
PITIT FBU TSR THBREITIOR Sf. 3T ST J1+1T FHIGTeTedT He e T
3T 2T R SAfchaRaT HoIor fSigp ercte.

. 3TST SR & SUSH HifecaTer g T fRrarep Bl ST QTfecdr 3rarieh
STTEICT AT T HebT SATOT B, & STV AT ATEATT IIAvITIAe el
8IS, SR ATNERIS Ted, ARTTaRIeT RIS I, IRORfIsRit ARt St
el I ERUITET It AT AT FeIvTe Dicd, TR, geqae] i
TR ST, YUT STER, AT, JepIaT TedT IcRuIel Aifedres! 3. 1.
Pel, BT QT8 HERIS, A ST T, S, ITRATed TASHR AT FedT Gired]
=T rRiecaraT TET 3= HIST BT, eI, HTdTY, e TS e
3R fedisrear Herfderner) ST fendis ey Fewrd ered, ard
farerdiar perdfee ST R urs faemdisra perdfde areft rear e




Gt AN BIall. IT FYU FERITT T Pel-2Mg-TSIaTaT-Sf. Aferser Frea
R R et el Areett e,

porifee T8 Jug eI yeWR Ai9TesediN Siegl dheal redT et

STUITRIT UG HIUTaRe! s, AR I USEAThs MUl STd eI, I
FHeNEr TSN AT Y. I T & PIge T GG Hefal WRetel A9, o BrRIH

B 3. TP PHCER Tel: Tqes g $eARER o HE I S o

T, JMMYSATHS DIUIT! BT WISt BIAT BT A, AT T S8TdT B 3.
ATETeRS YUITT Fcdeh e, 57 a1 veraT ferermeff arat, frereper e s,
TTE TR 31T, SR 3, fendiarea ffde uTfeepRuie qew SN a7 3
UTgUl RN o T Y XIgT LRI DR . T AT chlell HIUH F8U
AT QU T it il 3T, AT Yeeblel] T TSI TR T8T-hich!
fRERERIST & FRIT < 9. Saramelt Qe oiferes uierr or, Qi< sTasi-
RSt & STaTTd S T AT BrATeTdIe el DTl el oo 3.
PIC IRERTANST BIRITRT T fobdT TferT IRERT BRITERT, T SeledT Jab!
3 BN 3, SR AT TR AT DRI dfgel dHar=aefl diefd
oI T BRY qRAugTedT ARAfISRA dimeft dea g deff srawenEl eva o d. O
peTTe BId, SATSAGT e FeTferery g Teiel, el i, Fereieft

SITUTICT e B, FITaT ATIRTeh e HIUR e SlefTel fIReT STl
3TIOT STER TS T Peeberd FaRYT Sedres fhdT Fam I ehiwfd
31U BT ST UETaeaTed] FHTEH el Je1eR 8 3R, Sf. 3o
QU & JATeTDS eledre] Tl HIAUITATS] ST SR oo A9, )
AT 9 ArSqUATET HY T el e ST feeTNT o &t 3R, QIR JRT
ST 31T et feedis et TS ST Bl e cared o fahar
I feledT e e Hefe! ThRTcHe fbaT sreeufie gt Igaef! el
PIICT BT GeAdRIATST AT 0T I & FeIaweredT TS Ariaeics
A SR, T UTeTT b &b AT fHepId RT8Tel 31 < T80T 1. AT
AT BIRfehe ol FEMTer TRRT 170 STl TSN, eI et qurte 10T SHTetr
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TR I FESII0 TITEN S TeiT fohat el 311es It Rl IR T SSehiciled U
(e 3. Joehla ITITERISR dTfEd d1G HIeIUN] HSw! dodiay, &
oscl FET U JRACT. TgTd FHY g & FHISIbs] Bl (el &aveidlel el
GCHIEES T SR B, T TSHR PRI eRrerd Jais emdiarT
EIITe S, 3SR ST faemRIcer shieT Taet GRERTT 65 SIhe. < FehTod!
TR EOR BICT 3R, TRIBARID TUfAeTichs ofer YRad ITAd ST0r Xl Fafel
et g e 3rAe. TqEepiT AR SauT el 3iTe Y ATel, ATl Bsail of
B ST, ATEATCTe S o T TSRISR ST BT 3R, QITeT caichl SRTHTeT
el TR foreaT Tt deapTet JilT o - 3. B MY ARl Bl Jas
fareTdiaT SR Peied ISUCRIY MR TG RIS doit o
3TeAT. TITeT THAT BON STV A=A Ter IATE Hoset 37 10T AT, et
AT, T-PeT o JreATRIT TR BT 81T 311,

AT eed’ 3 < a1, [endioTe yaTfeiep Rt #8ulT i 311, U.uel.

AR AT TR e 3eT. & TR < AT e =il HEoul are]

T 3. PRI T AR ST I Uehe Sidd . PIvi) A7 pIofy FgehRT

ATCATERITR I, oA AT ARAHR GHUT hetel AT ATl

T fAfde faw S, qur AIfRTRIT HeH 31Tl hl AR IS el diela
TR U 3. YR<TeD HDIHTeT PRIHTS FTHAUT ATl b I SATAUISTER AT
fehaT AN, 1 AT BIRIHHTCT &R IBVIR, T YRTepT ST STV EIUIR. rITeriT
TSR 3RFIT TR AR AR & YRy QifecdTd Hi B G 318 It
H! AT STATT. FHT ATfecarAaHicier QWTal T AT TR et
R HIRHRIBST o FHDT Hifedd! BUR & T:eTl IEITae SavlR. & el
fh@ETd AE@rd RIS 8l 98 TfieTell Sf. SRS JTaSdH S =T
EITYUTT STTeledT AT 9 & 2020 Ash UG FTeledT 593 faamdiarear Areafien
TR AT T 3TTATST SIS T STRERAT &Il o FUled Hewdld ]
TS ST Y rfech e B,




R00TYT TR AfITIRIT o TSGR bR R el fafde Sfered srer,
BT FATeHT, SRUST ST, TUT 0T AT, TSI 81T SRICIEAT TefS IeT He
HRoa! J BRI BI. DRMT HIGHTE AR BT HRUr Nfdsrd el aid. dar
B O fATeor BRIAeURC BTTRd I, 31T U o derdhla araud i+t o
HEHRIITE T STt 3T G . BT HRIT IRIHR TR BIdT. TETaT ech!
T AT FUICHAT HIASEHT SR, JOT T IT AT ST T DR,
AT AT FodTd betl. GuT IRIE R Jot 00 Asi o ffeber Aoy

Tep JTSTY SfhERe rodTed] GSETSTS e, Jog, T T fexTdT e

AT, 9T AT FTcIe] <gTedT JATSaUl TR feRTg =195 DU TE!

GHTNOT TR ST 315 SRS AT feer STTERTSTedT.



Sambhasan Volume 1 : Issue 03, July 2020 | HTIUT I 09: 3% 03, ST 200

. 3o I : Fo7g femiiarer Wpenras
TR GETT USUaR
Pef, g3 faemds

ST, 31T S T ATV HTSHT e i1 Tt ford U YSHR T ReATI YT
SATERUIUT 919 Hiewer ATl STO7 AT e SrTar 3eft R goT SR,
SFERTACT SR SATOT Tl TS HERTST SFHRTACT fTedTa & el Faferi eHHt
3T, R T qog et o] STeaTaRET AT faediorrd! daterf argT
BTl BICT. IT Ehedh aui T e HIATeri Tureaiar 3TTfor dRfthas T8I
fererTdiaTeT TR TR et I, A ferel® STV BT of Ege b
TTET AT ST HelT SFTFTEICT < JUSAT AR D[R DB Elsel
3R ST TR <ol . AT F=TaIT i1 37T AT DT D Ieir
BT T T DI b SRafdett. Joord Arfeary faemeff apfor
TRIMD A fARmdSrT Braferli THeasR TIR HRAFT HTST DIVTTE!
3T, S a7 FRIST, BT ST 3Fefeh Qe TUEeT gTuR PRUATT i BTlCT

T JRITUUI RG] @Fﬁ'

3FIeheT ST, 3o <2 & ferdISTHIS! HeheH e FeUl e SiTel. eI ler
UehT YRTe TIPTRIFTTRT SpRISHHIC HIRIARIT SISl & HRIST AT ATSAT JHIUI
et TS SATUTeT HANTT &k el BIdT. HI A AT, Pt AT SATaeT
BICETT TS AT G F1dhel AT ST SIRIUIT=IT ST HTAT ATDIAT R
TS ATt 3178 312l Tl eh dpetl. TR SAMISE S AT T SIToftq Sireft

STTOT TR ATSH THR SHTet. AT 3T ATET PRIHHTS AT

(o

PROTIAT S, LT AT =Tl &0ft Aepeieflet FHINTET Seeied B Yalel

o

T ERPTTER G horT Tl IS Herepl {el. SeflepszT hrosTet =il

R TT SRIT! T = STev Tl a1 ey (e RATST Tl Sl fael




B, gt us femdiaTel arfetelt €1 PRIFST @ dledacurdr, femdiorer
AT FBU Far+ aTe HoaTet e faemdiaTeiet dHeR o STIoT TferpRY
IFARATST AeHTa IRUIGRID SFUR 3ATe. 3feft & <hl fvHTd AU
IRRBU T ell 3fell TR 5 T SITHRATERIRE 318, el SR
Qi AT, Erer ATt SgioTei!

1. IS < : e ferera=iry firr

SR FRATER TR
Pt Ro, Jcl ST 16T 3R faamdis

PRI

3R QU JredTEetedl HIaT Hgioieied] HUT eh PRIT ATTIeT 31
Pl aTcerd Fegd. HY P FBUL A TS AT SFRTE [dedIaId ] SiTelr
CTeg Tl =T 3T TR T WS SiTetl, of fAemdicr Pefvfea el axl <aTuar
T g o3 FE U STTER SR aTed 31T, HTSAT TSR T hrHTeggl Hell R
SR ITCTI. ST HIU FEUL STTci i~ QRETEITT dhTosoil JNci! pRugTa et
TR HUATT b ¥qHTd AT TRt ST, FeIATeT A& ‘o F8Urof
AU T SR 8, < A el faemeff, areres amfor srferesrt am e

ST T T T, ST TR SUMRT HIURT SUCTAT aTerraT TIfT 3FerT STvRTe:

3T 3R Joge g3 THAMT U (e S0 FUrSl Jebra JATeR



TR ST e e STERE JFeTell 4a Sid i, 1ded faarerea
HUTATEHY TS 3RACT SATIOT it 3RAeAT 2T ST 30T Bl s STl STTT Hi
HTSAT 11y ATl T S el 31Te ATl SITufid Heps = Bict 31T, s w8
T HeT H9% e STvarieet femRer 8. dTe fERITET A1 SR
BICT 9UT T & T TS PRIR & HewaTd dcet FaUT Al QAT 3751 PRugTE !
TR et g M o3 T i Blered g e Rig eruagdie
TR feRTgT el SIERedT g e g98 faemdiore e @™
fRTEOTEI=TIRIET Ueb ST ULRAch THIACT 3178, Yeblehs HeTTT Hesell 318 FeU[

CUTIRATSICT RTETT AT EITRIT 3T T GARIDS dfSetiel TR Ireit F=iT i
T Bl

DI SATOT epTeBott AT S e W=l ATEIUT & S fchee Bl afete §:xas (e
STel TeRTURITTD o PR I Bl e SRS BIR TRIT gl
AT ATeae BId. AT RS SHTUfte S o SiTef. faermdiarT el avar ArTiord

UehoU NIEad], ITciol pral AT YT T 20T 8T JTHAT A== R

AT, T XA gl gadl IR e Sresdic STaN Sietel 33

AITeET e STeh AT DIl HIa- PR 3T Q2rgRg =Y
qecTel. SAIEIRTY SHTUT F8URT 3TSATSelT ATHR ATCUIRT HeorT, emefifie
ferereh, &M TRAeh, eiedrel ST SUIRT gesedl HATel HIU™ TN
JHRHAD FTET S0 3778, W AR AU AN, & FoTal F TlbRal
ATTEY. quT FRIcge U FTeld ATe! 89 BR! SFIal ARSI HEdTeR & SHa el
SpTaBIcT <ATel ST 3 Ueberd e MU & HATCTT 3RFel I QUIR 3T,
HIST AT FERATT H7:9dep SGToTel] 3UUT o] T SCRIRT S8R 2Mici! Ter
ENEERIRE
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Heartfelt Condolences

Prof. Ravindra Kulkarni
Pro Vice Chancellor
University of Mumbai

I lost my friend Principal Ajay Deshmukh, Registrar of our University of
Mumbai on 2ndJuly. It was a terrible shock that all of a sudden, he was
diagnosed for cancer in the last month. He fought till his last breath,
with a positive frame of mind, against cancer. Evenin this stage, he was
thinking only for the progress of the University.

He had great administrative capability and efficiency which he utilized
for resolving many long pending issues of the University. His mastery
of University Act both 2016 and 1994 was truly commendable. His in-
depth knowledge of GRs, Acts, Ordinances, Regulations and Statutes
permitted the University to maintain a critical and focussed approach
in running regular administration and devising future projections. As a
Secretary of Management Council, Academic Council and Senate, his
calm, unperturbed and tolerant style of management of meetings was
really remarkable. Even under tough and stormy circumstances, he was
able to handle the situation with due care, patience and sensitivity. His
constructive approach facilitated solving many complicated matters
in amicable and legally acceptable manner.

His spiritual mindset, soft spoken nature and pleasant personality
made him acceptable and friendly to people from diverse fields and
backgrounds. | used to relish deliberating various topics with him. His
mastery of Marathi, English, Hindi and Sanskrit was remarkable which
made our discussions really enjoyable. Such a friendly person who was
very energetic and enthusiastic has left for the heavenly abode very
early. His untimely sad demise is a great loss to me as well as to the
University. | extend my deepest condolences and pray to the Almighty
to bless his soul with the ultimate peace. May god give strength to his
family to bear this grief. OM SHANTI!!!
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To the Dear Departed

Mr. Deepak Mukadam

Hon Chancellor's Nominee
Management Council
University of Mumbai

Dr Ajay Deshmukh: a simple teacher from the Amravati district of
Maharashtra lands in Mumbai to shoulder a huge responsibility -
Registrar of University of Mumbai.

Like any human being dreaming of scaling higher in life, Dr Deshmukh
rightly climbed the ladder reaching a top position in his illustrious
academic career.

Despite there being initial resistance from many quarters regarding his
appointment, the resistance soon turned into co-operation when he
took charge and took everybody in confidence.

Dr Deshmukh and I had our differences of opinion in many vital matters
regarding the functioning of administration. He always put forth his
point of view with utmost conviction, hence convincing me about the
rightness of his ways of dealing with situations. He was true to his work
and worked tirelessly for the welfare and benefit of MU, something that
I most admired about him.

I still remember him doffing his Registrar's hat and interacting with
everyone post the office hours, despite the heated debates and
discussions in the meetings.

Informally, he used to address me as ‘His Excellency’ and always sought
my help and support. He unhesitatingly approached me for guidance
and valued my suggestions.

The passing away of a jovial person and a thorough gentleman by
heart, Dr Ajay Deshmukh, still makes me question destiny’s ruthless
means.

| PAY HOMAGE TO HIM & ALSO PRAY TO ALMIGHTY TO EXTEND COURAGE
AND SUPPORT TO HIS FAMILY IN THIS HOUR OF GRIEF.

OM SHANTI SHANTI SHANTIL
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Homage

Dr. B.N. Jagatap

Professor

Department of Physics,

Indian Institute of Technology, Mumbai

It is with great sadness that | pen these words of obituary for Dr. Ajay
Deshmukh, the distinguished Registrar of the University of Mumbai.

Dr. Deshmukh was a man who always gave and he gave much to
his work for the University of Mumbai. He gave energy, commitment
and inspiration to all who came in his contact. He was an esteemed
colleague and a valuable friend for us in the management council;
he was a good boss to the people under his command; and he was
extremely concerned with the needs and problems of the university
community. In the very short period of his tenure, he left an indelible
mark on the University of Mumbai.

At the personal level, | knew Dr. Deshmukh since 2017. He was a
multifaceted personality. During my visits to Amaravati University,
I had witnessed his administrative acumen, passion for work and an
eye for detail. At Mumbai University, he was deeply concerned with the
improvement of administration and its delivery. | had the privilege of
sitting next to him in the meetings of the management council and
watching his tactful handling of proceedings. He had a style of his
own for conducting meetings, and his opening and closing remarks
underscored his mastery over English and Marathi. He was respectful
to alland he had an unmatched quality of keeping cool in the middle of
heated discussions. He was a quick-witted person. All of us remember
his spontaneous recitation of a Sanskrit verse at Raj Bhawan during the
release of our book, ‘Reengineering Higher Education in Maharashtra’,
at the auspicious hands of Hon’ble Chancellor.

Dr. Deshmukh died young and in his death he underlined the ancient
saying, ‘Old go to death whereas death comes to the young. His
untimely death is an irreparable loss to his family, friends, all of us and
the University of Mumbaii.

| pray to the Aimighty to give strength to his family members, colleagues
and his innumerable friends to bear with this irreparable loss. May his
soul rest in peace.

20
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g it  peret gemIh
<. foire arter

REISEY

ORIETT T eI HTYT HSo

TYNT Ppergfer, Jos faamdis
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Forever in Our Memories

Dr. Anuradha Majumdar
Dean, Science and Technology
University of Mumbai

My association with Dr. Ajay Deshmukh started when | joined the
University in November last year. Being the Registrar, he was involved
in most statutory bodies and key University activities. He was a good
orator and well versed with the University statutes and procedures.
He always displayed a pleasant disposition even while handling
complicated situations in professional life. Since he was from Amravati
and | am from Nagpur, we shared a common bond for Vidarbha
and our cities and often discussed about it. His sudden demise was
shocking and sad for me and all others who knew him. It is difficult
to comprehend that he is no more. It is a great loss for the University
where Dr. Deshmukh was well entrenched in the role of Registrar and
rendering his responsibilities optimally.

My heartfelt condolence to his bereaved family. Om Shanti!

Heartfelt Condolences

Dr. Rashmi M. Oza
Dean 'Interdisciplinary Studies’ and Professor
Department of Law, University of Mumbai

Late Dr. Ajay Deshmukh, Former Registrar, University of Mumbai was
a great soul and will be remembered for his immense contribution
to the University of Mumbai, though for a short period of time. He was
conscientious, hardworking and devoted to his duties, impressing all
with his humility and cooperation in helping each one of us. His work
and behaviour reflected his sense of humanism and determination
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to redress any grievances in the University. He has rendered yeomen
service to the University with fearlessness and courage of conviction.
His life shall continue to remain an inspiration to all who have worked
closely with him.
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Reminiscences

Dr Smita Shukla

Hon. Director ICSSR-WRC & Professor

Alkesh Dinesh Mody Institute for Financial and Management Studies
University of Mumbai

One thing about Dr. Deshmukh that always stood out was his cool
disposition and his ability to connect and respect everyone he met. It
used to be almost impossible to leave his room without buckling down
to his persuasive request to call for tea. This he used to do in spite of
his hectic schedule. He always, smilingly, offered solutions to whatever
problem he was approached with. | last interacted with him in the
month of May for a signature. He quickly called for the document to his
home for the needful. He truly served the University till the last breath.
His going away so soon still pinches like a personal loss!

| pray for him and for strength to his family.
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Deepest Condolences from UMASA

Mr. Anil R. Bankar
President UMASA & Associate Professor IDOL
University of Mumbai

We are deeply sorry about the loss of our Registrar, Dr. Ajay Deshmukh.
We still are not able to reconcile with the sudden passing away of Dr.
Ajay Deshmukh sir due to cancer, it is very unfortunate and shocking
for all of us. None of us expected or predicted that he will take our leave
so early.

I had been in touch with him from the last one and half years, from the
day when he joined the University of Mumbai as the Registrar. Initially
we were not in touch so frequently but slowly and gradually we met
several times regarding the issues of teachers and official meetings.

Since we understood each other’s nature, we became friends. He was
a thorough gentleman, good academician, administrator, orator and a
good human being.

Within a short period of time he became familiar with the teaching
and non-teaching staff of the University of Mumbai and the affiliated
colleges and officers as well.

Dr. Ajay Deshmukh tendered a lot of help to UMASA in terms of our
various demands and he always tried to resolve the problems at his
level best. UMASA got an independent office during his tenure. We also
resolved some complicated cases at Govt. level with his kind support.

University of Mumbai has lost a good human being and good
administrator. Because of his soft skills and friendly behaviour and
positive attitude UMASA will always remember him.

We offer our deepest Condolence and also pray to the almighty to
give strength to his family members to endure this great pain. May the
departed soul rest in peace.
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Obituary to the Man Of Letters

Dr. Sudhir Nikam
Chairperson

Board of Studies in English
University of Mumbai

There are very few people who have the potential and charisma to truly
touch and make a difference to the lives of millions of people. One such
kind hearted individual was Dr. Ajay Deshmukh, Registrar, University
of Mumbai who had won many academic battles along with bravely
fighting with cancer. He left for his heavenly abode on July 2, 2020.

| feel it an acute loss for the University and also a great personal loss
to me, as he was a teacher of English and had great affinity for the
subject. Apart from being a doctorate in English to recently being
recognized as the PhD research supervisor of this University, his
academic endeavours continued till the end. He was known as a skilled
administrator for his decision-making capacity as well as his zest to
stay connected to everyone from students, teachers to members of
the various bodies of the University. His evergreen personality attracted
attention and made him friendly to all of us in a very short time span.
| had the opportunity to meet him and feel the warmth he had as an
individual and his presence of mind as an administrator.

Ist April, 2020, during the Academic Council held online, was the last
time we met. Though it was a virtual meeting, his joyful tone set the
ball rolling. He was versatile in handling personal relations as well as a
true registrar in the real sense of the word as he maintained and hit the
cord while balancing the issues and tackling items on the agenda with
utmost sincerity.

The pandemic has created a havoc in the lives of many and Dr. Ajay
Deshmukh took eager initiative from starting the community kitchen in
the Kalina campus, to resolving issues of students and helping all of us
even personally.

| pray for his eternal peace to the almighty. May God give courage to
his family to bear the irreparable loss.
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N Memoriam

Dr. Rajeshri Varhadi
Professor and Head
Department of Law, University of Mumbai

We express our deep condolences for the sad demise of Dr. Ajay
Deshmukh, Former Registrar, University of Mumbai.

Deshmukh sir worked wholeheartedly for the growth of the University
of Mumbai. His dedicated and excellent administrative work will remain
embedded in our memory forever. He was a great and generous
human being. He was very cordial and cooperative in providing timely
administrative guidance and necessary assistance towards teaching
and non-teaching staff of the University of Mumbai.

Dr Ajay Deshmukh sir willremain forever in our memory for hisintegrated
service. May God give his family members peace and strength.

Reminiscing ..

Dr. Karunashankar Upadhyay
Professor and Head
Department of Hindi, Mumbai University

Dr. Ajay Deshmukh was a very polite and helpful person. As a competent
Registrar he has done a lot for our university. He never expressed his
internal sorrow. He was always working overtime. We once invited
the Hon’ble Governor of Maharashtra on the occasion of World Hindi
Day to our University. At that time, the Hon'ble Vice Chancellor and Pro
Vice Chancellor were at the Ratnagiri Center. Just a day before, the
Governor's office had informed that Hon'ble Governor wanted rest for
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2 hours at the University guest house, as he had another program that
day at Santacruz West. At that time V.V.LP room of C.EB.S Guest House
was not available, and the condition of .C.S.SR Guest House was not
good. So, | approached Dr. Ajay Deshmukh Sir, and he immediately
directed me to the concerned section of the University to prepare the
V.VIP Guest Room at IL.C.SSR urgently, the work for which extended
through the night. He himself was there with me up to 10 p.m. And by the
next morning the room was well decorated. So due to his dedication in
his personal capacity, Hon’ble Governor took rest and was available all
the time with us. This was his gesture.

Our university has lost a good administrator, a prolific and capable
person. | request almighty God to grant him peace.
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ditorial Note

Philosophical reflections on death have never seemed more
relevant than at present. Prima facie, Plato’s reason for facing
death courageously does seem consoling: the degeneration
of the corporeal body releases the soul to eternally perform its
function of thought with greater vitality (Plato 1987, 86-89). Plato
cautions against fearing death, since immortal life is in store. He
equates the soul with being alive, while the body (which does not
matter) alone disintegrates. Death is welcomed in the interest of
an eternal soul. Hence, “..those who really apply themselves in
the right way to philosophy are directly and of their own accord

preparing themselves for dying and death” (1987, 46).

However, there are no metaphysical guarantees for a life in the
aftermath of death. The Epicurean approach to death, as an

inevitable annihilation, provides an alternative perspective. For
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Epicurus, the fears of life can be overcome by understanding the
nature of gods as special living beings who do not interfere with
the world (Epicurus 83-85; Bailey 329-330). On a similar note, he
upholds the true understanding of death as leading to tranquility
and happiness. Thus, “.itis the same training which teaches to live
well and to die well” (Epicurus, 86-87). Rather than dread death or
treat it as an escape from earthly suffering (Epicurus 85; Bailey 124~
127, 331-332), Epicurus regards death as “nothing” (85); it cannot be
experienced during existence, and one does not exist when death
occurs (85). One cannot recall death as an event in retrospect,
since itis a cessation of sensation. Hence, it need not be feared, but
should instead be accepted as the natural course of embodiment.
Unlike Plato, Epicurus does not offer solace in immortality, since
death “..does not then concern the living or the dead” (Epicurus
85). For Epicurus such a philosophical-psychological reflection
on the insignificance of death is therapeutic in ridding human
beings of unnecessary anxieties. One returns to the joys of living
by dismissing death. However, like Plato Epicurus regards life
and death as opposites excluding one another. Plato suggests
the pursuit of an everlasting life as an alternative to death, while
Epicurus suggests being immersed in the activities of worldly life.
Nonetheless, mass disease does not allow for being comforted by
either an afterlife or dissolution; the death of others is a looming
presence in life and a stark reminder of what awaits. Rather than
a dualism between life and death, one becomes acutely aware of
how their entanglement impacts existence. This entanglement of
life and death reveals how the search of meaning encompasses

life, as much as, death.

At this juncture, the Stoic thinker Seneca’s ruminations “On the
Shortness of Life” (1997, -33) are germane. He interprets death as
a marker of time, bound to the quality of life cultivated through
human action. He engages with the widespread lament against
the shortness of life endorsed even by thinkers such as Aristotle.

For Seneca such bemoaning emerges from fearing the future
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(1997, 25), but it also fritters away the present to forget the past.
This is often due to “wasteful’ (1997, 2) activities or then, as is the
case with Aristotle, a quest forimmortality. Seneca’s statement “Of
all people only those are at leisure who make time for philosophy,
only those are really alive” (1997, 23) reveals that he values a
reflective life. He lauds philosophy for its therapeutic power (1969,
98). But unlike Plato and Aristotle, Seneca’s philosophical project
does not quest forimmortality.' Itis instead founded on the “even-
handed law” (Seneca 2007, 98) of death regulating humanity.
Death is in store for all human beings across all age groups, while
its specific form is unpredictable. But Seneca maintains that it
still ensures that all human beings are “mortal in equal measure”
(2007, 22). Thus, for him “No death is greater or lesser; in all cases
it has the same boundary..” (Seneca 2007, 23). Such a perspective
on death as closely related to life resonates with Buddhism. On the
Buddhist view, compassion to all beings emerges from their being
equally caught in the causal cycle of dependent origin.2 Thus, as

Nagarjuna upholds :

Whoever sees dependent arising
Also sees suffering
And its arising

And its cessation, as well as the path (Garfield 2009, 33).

Some schools of Buddhism advocate the doctrine of rebirth as a
mode of coping with change. However, engaged neo-Buddhism
is firmly committed to transformative praxis on earth within
the limits of finitude:® Buddhism has parallels with Seneca on
acknowledging the meaningfulness of suffering and death, some
Buddhist schools do advocate rebirth and release. Seneca paves
the way for contemporary understandings of death as grounded
in time and lending meaning to the process of life, such as those
of Freud, Jung, Camus, Jaspers and Heidegger. These constructive
approaches to death emerged in the 20th century when humanity

was coping with wars and epidemics.* Although, in stark contrast
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to these thinkers, Sartre offers an alternate view during the same
period. He considers death’s situational character on an Epicurean
note as the loss of meaning (Sqrtre 1956, 680—711). But his reason
for doing so is the lack of control that human freedom has over
death. Thus, “Since death does not appear on the foundation of
our freedom, it can only remove all meaning from life” (Sartre 1956,
689). The advent of the 2Ist century has revealed with greater
fervor that freedom is rooted in facticity. Hence, explorations of

death in Seneca’s spirit become more pertinent.

Heidegger develops a constructive approach to death as having
a bearing on life, without alluding to immortality & la Seneca. For
Heidegger anticipating death as the possibility of “no-longer-
being-able-to-be-there” (1962/2008, 281), is a boundary, oriented
to a future of not being able to predict or speculate over the
definite form that death would take. Unlike Sartre, for Heidegger
human inability to control death does not take away freedom;
for freedom is not complete sovereignty. Rather, death as a limit
compels human beings to explore possibilities and spaces for
creating meaning by appropriating the past by being responsible
to the present. It motivates them to think through life and action
in ways that are meaningful and free. The certainty of death as
accompanied by the indefiniteness of what awaits is central to
Heidegger's thought (1962/2008, 310). Heidegger relates such
indefiniteness to the absence of a metaphysical order in the
universe; thus, death is subjective in enabling human beings to
acknowledge the nothingness or lack of essence in the universe.
Moreover, he distinguishes the objective aspect of death, as
demise or as something that happens to other people from a
subjective approach to death as an “own-most, non relational
possibility, which is not to be outstripped” (1962/2008, 309). Such
a sense of mortality, both at the individual and cosmic level, also
gives meaning to life in drawing attention to the importance of
action. Death is a reminder of time, while at the same time giving a

sense of individuality to human beings. The awareness of mortality
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compels human beings to explore meaningful projects that are
not a part of a uniform pattern. Such an existential enrichment of
life through death is more primordial than the terrain of biological,
social or psychological facts. According to Heidegger, the latter

are rooted in the former.

Shifting to a more empirical psychological tone, the study of
death or thanatology (death-lore) engages with the socio-
philosophical world views underlying death to explore its meaning
and the psychological prospects of coping. In the spirit of the
varied philosophical discourses on death, Lewis (2018) observes its
relation to fear, both imaginary and justified, as a challenge for
human life. The fear of death is connected to its being objectified,
following Heidegger, as an event in biological perishing or a public
event, in which its possibility is concealed by the actuality of
death (Heidegger 1962/2008, 297). Thus, as Freud notes, we tend to
emphasize the “fortuitous causation of death - accident, disease,
infection, advanced age..” (1957, 290). Death is also the demise of
social life when people cease to hail, visit or relate to a person. This
could lead to the stereotypical reaction of glorifying the dead. “We
suspend criticism of him (sic), overlook his (sic) possible misdeeds,
and think it justifiable to set out all that is most favorable to his (sic)
memory in the funeral oration and upon the tombstone” (Freud
1957, 290). But it is when one makes death subjective, relates it to
oneself that one overcomes the fear to engage with it in diverse
constructive ways- philosophical, artistic, psychological and social
among others. Heidegger notes that the “deceased” (1962/2008,
282) is not an object or an equipment, as those left behind try to be
alongside the dead in mourning and ritual (282). But it is precisely
through such socialized modes, rather than abject solitariness,
that one learns about one’s own death as a possibility. Pace
Heidegger, the death of others leads to being aware of one’s own
finitude. Moreover, as Lewis has observed, there is much worse pain
than death in the course of living, to neutralize the pain underlying

fear. Hence, “When death comes for us, let it find us among the
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living” (Lewis 2018). It is in this spirit that Freud proclaims, “If you
want to endure life, prepare yourself for death” (1957, 300), while
for Jung the inescapability of death reveals its denial to be an
impediment to the very process of living. Rather than negating
life, death infuses life with meaning in compelling human beings
to be creative (Jung 1989, 85). Routledge’s academic journal
on Death Studies® aims at comprehending the pedagogies of
death, dying and bereavement. An academic engagement with
death could lead to moving from its denial to its constructive
acceptance.® This in turn would lead to finding meaning in death’.
Thus, the neglected discourse on death (especially in the Indian
context) is of utmost importance as it opens up modes of grieving

and healing.

Some of the contributions in this third issue of SambhadaXak engage
with questions unleashed by death and the pandemicin India. The
research papers, commentaries and reviews in this issue address
questions of dignity and memory in death and disease, while
at the same time turning to literary histories and philosophical
modes (drqwing from European and Buddhist traditions) of
confronting the new normal we live with. We are privileged to
have contributions from medical practitioners at the frontlines.
Their commentaries focus on alternate paradigms of health care
systems and healing that have arisen within India in locations as
diverse as Dharavi, Mumbai and Kerala. The unfortunate impact
of the pandemic on the socially vulnerable remains the biggest

problem confronting India.

We have continued to receive magnanimous help despite all the
difficulties and challenges confronting Mumbai University during
this period of the pandemic. We, the Honorary Editor, Editor and
Co-editors put on record our gratitude to Prof. Suhas Pednekar,
Vice Chancellor and Prof. Ravindra Kulkarni, Pro-Vice-Chancellor
for their enduring support. We thank the Health Minister of

Maharashtra Dr. Rajesh Tope for taking time off his schedule in
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writing a foreword for us. We thank the authors in this issue for their
illuminating work. Many of our Advisory Committee members and
Board of Consulting Editors have offered valuable suggestions,
which have enriched this issue. We gratefully acknowledge our
Review Editors for crucial valuable feedback. We are obliged to
our peer reviewers who have worked against crushing demands
of time to give us helpful expert inputs. Our industrious Assistant
Editors have helped take this issue to the stage of publication.
This issue owes its material form and texture to Ms. Prajakti Pai,
Designer and Artist. Our Dank to her. Dr. Srivaramangai, Mr. Sanket
Sawant and Mr. Rohit Choubey have continued to upload this

journal on the University website. We remain obliged to them.

We pay our tribute to Dr. Ajoy Deshmukh, our Registrar whom
we unfortunately lost in an untimely way on July 2, 2020. He has
encouraged and supported this journal right from the stage of its
inception to its present avatar. The obituaries in this issue convey
how much he meant to all of us, the academic and administrative

community of the University of Mumbaii.

NOTES

! Motto observes that Seneca differs from the other Stoics in explicitly defending
immortality (189). But then he does not give it a constitutive role in his argument
for death.

2 See Garfield (2009) for a classical Buddhist perspective from N&garjuna on
engaging with the four noble truths. A contemporary account of Buddhist
perspectives on death can be found in Keown (2005).

3 See Ambedkar for the difference between classical and neo-Buddhist
perspectives on the afterlife 1957, xlii).

4 See Freud 1957, 275-288, for an account of the specific “disillusionment of the
war” (275).

s See https://www.tandfonline.com/loifudst20 (accessed on June 25, 2020)

® This is culled from the Kubler-Ross model (2014) delineating five stages in
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coming to terms with grief and death: denial, anger, bargaining, depression and
acceptance.

7Kessler has added a sixth stage to Kubler-Ross's five stages, namely that of
finding meaning (2019)
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‘As it was, we all acted
alone, we were caught
alone, and every one of
us will have to die alone.
But that doesnt mean
that we are alone’

Hans Fallada

Every Man Dies Alone

This issue is dedicated to employees of the University of Mumbai, who lost
their lives while in service during the lockdown period and in sympathy with

all those who lost their loved ones.
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