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When literary criticism traces the new directions suggested by object oriented theory, a theme
in the wider trend of speculative realism, it furthers the project undertaken by Structuralism,
Post-structuralism and New Historicism of opening up the text. Object oriented literary
criticism, however, differs from the major trends of the twentieth century by adopting a posthumanist emphasis, urging a concerted effort to understand the affect capacity of non-human
actants in a narrative. Space in a narrative can be treated as an autonomous object;
descriptions of spaces in a narrative have the potency to act on reader. The differences
between the two imaginary worlds of Dispossessed, the planet Urras and its moon Annares,
are communicated through opposing Weltenschauung comprised of differing gender
hierarchies, forms of economic and social organizations but the differentiation acquires a
fuller potency on a close examination of the spatiality of the two worlds– the topography, the
vegetation and the size of animals.
This talk considers the above aspects of this criticism as applied to Dispossessed.
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